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Editorial

Amongst the opportunities available for gaining experience of hands-on research into historical sources are 

courses such as those run by the Leicester Workers Educational Association. For 2008-09, the WEA course 

theme was 'Working Lives', and one of the outputs from this is the highly readable and well-researched article on 

Joseph Johnson's Leicester store (now Fenwick's) by Edna Blake and Erica Statham which provides a fascinating 

record of the experiences of some of the people who worked there, along with information on how the store 

operated, the status of shop workers and what their working conditions were like.

In 1869, the same year that Joseph Johnson set up his first fancy drapers shop, the Leicester Ladies Reading 

Society was formed, its members being drawn from the newly prosperous middle class of late nineteenth century 

Leicester Caroline Wessel examines the Society's role, membership and dynastic links, and the remarkable 

contributions made by its members to society and the role of women in a period of tremendous change.

Changes more akin to revolution took place in Leicester some three decades earlier when the old order came to an 

end. Based on research carried out for a MA dissertation, Malcolm Noble vividly describes the public downfall of 

Thomas Burbidge, the last Town Clerk to the notorious old Corporation of Leicester. Also in Leicester, Gerald 

Rimmington asks the question of why St Hilda's in the Victorian suburb of Highfields never became a parish 

church, and in answering this, provides an invaluable insight into the development of the parishes of St Peter and 

St James and their congregations around the turn of the twentieth century.

Contemporaneously in 1908, the Reverend Edward Foord-Kelcey recorded a series of walks around the village of 
Quorn. These have come to light amongst a recently unearthed collection of parish magazines and Kathryn 

Paterson describes how the discovery led to the compilation of a remarkable centenary publication in 2008, and 

the subsequent establishment of a virtual museum for Quorn. A chance discovery of a marginal note in a document 

at the Record Office for Leicestershire, Leicester and Rutland (ROLLR), leads Margaret Sreiff to challenge the 

status of Elias Trovers' gravestone at Thurcaston as the oldest slate headstone in Leicestershire, whilst making 

use of additional documentary evidence to significantly extend what is known about Elias Trovers.

A sketch by Thomas Elgood in the LAHS's collection of pictures which shows a remarkable eye-catching domed 

building, provides the starting point for an exploration by Alan McWhirr and Lynden Cooper of pleasure and 
recreation in Leicester's Bath Lane. Elsewhere, Kenneth Hillier takes up the story of the development of the 

theatre at Ashby-de-la-Zouch, piecing together this intriguing jigsaw from playbills, letters, sale catalogues, 

contemporary guides and other sources. New light on the origins of the Hallaton Bottle Kicking and Hare Pie 
Scramble customs is put forward by Bob Trubshaw, along with an assessment of how the traditions have been 

adapted over time, and a first-hand account of the author's own experiences of attending these events.

Invaluable work by Christine Taggart on the little-known collection of sketches by local architect Thomas 

Fosbrooke which was originally donated to the Leicester 'Free library' and is now held at ROLLR, provides not only 
a fascinating insight into Fosbrooke's life, but also a unique pictorial record of Leicestershire's architectural and 

archaeological heritage. Sketches and paintings of Leicestershire, notably the Bradgate area, also form part of 

the output of the nineteenth century topographical artist John Martin, who, as David Ramsey discovers, found 

time for sketching and painting while managing the 6roby stone quarries. Meanwhile, J. D. Bennett follows up on 

an earlier article on Leicester's Fanny Palmer, one of the most important lithographic artists of her era, and 

possibly unique as a women drawing the new railways of this period.

Caroline Wessel continues to coordinate the LAHS Networks project, and recent additions and updates to the 

listing of Local History and Heritage Groups in Leicestershire are included.

A wide variety of publications have again been produced over the last year and some 60 of these are listed in the 

Recent Publications section. As always, my grateful thanks go to John Hinks and his team of reviewers for this 

invaluable and extremely useful part of the Leicestershire Historian.

The Leicestershire Historian aims to promote the study of the county's history by providing a platform for 
established and new authors, and through encouraging the pursuit of research and project work. It also aims to 

publicise the work of local groups and organisations, and seeks to raise the awareness of research sources. 

Contributions for future editions are welcome from individuals, local groups, museums and other organisations and 

should be sent to the Editor for consideration. Articles can be short half-page items or longer in-depth pieces, 

and can be submitted at any time. If you would like to discuss an idea, please contact the Editor.
Joyce Lee, Editor
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Pleasure and recreation in Bath Lane, Leicester
Alan McWhirr and Lynden Cooper

In the collection of pictures donated to the Leicestershire 
Archaeological and Historical Society by Jane Elgood in 
1948 there is a pencil sketch by T. S. Elgood of a 

remarkable domed building which clearly stands out above 
its neighbours in the sketch. The drawing was done from the 
western side of the canalised river looking towards the 
buildings between Bath Lane and the canal. Despite its quite 
remarkable appearance, this building seems to have escaped 
the attention of painters and photographers at that time, and 
images of this eye-catching superstructure have not 
appeared, to our knowledge, in any book dealing with 
Leicester's past. A photograph does exist in the Record 
Office for Leicester, Leicestershire and Rutland (ROLLR), 
but it does not show the building's imposing nature. There is 
also a series of record photographs taken at the time of the 
demolition in 1967. When shown the sketch Lynden Cooper 
immediately recognised it from background research 
undertaken for archaeological fieldwork at the former 
Merlin works in Bath Lane.

The building was identified as the former municipal baths as 
shown on early editions of Ordnance Survey maps and Goad 
insurance plans. However, this research also presented a 
conundrum in that Bath Lane was in existence in the early

eighteenth century, many years before the construction of 
the municipal baths in he nineteenth century.

The Leicester Improvement Act, 1846, authorised the 
council to provide public bathing places and in 1849 a 
financial arrangement was made between the council and the 
owner of a 'penny swimming bath' to allow the public to use 
the facilities of the baths and private slipper baths in New 
Walk and King Street. (1) This arrangement continued until 
1877 when the baths closed. The council adopted the Baths 
and Wash-houses Acts in 1874 and agreed a scheme to erect 
baths 'on a portion of the ground which had some time 
before been purchased by the council of Messrs. 
Donisthorpe in Bath Lane. (2) In 1876, Joseph Dare in his 
report stated that 'I have heard, and hope the report is true, 
that the Corporation have determined to erect commodious 
baths for the toilers in our shops and factories ... ... with the
exception of one retired spot on the river, and the public bath 
on New Walk, there are no proper places set aside for this 
healthful exercise, so necessary in large manufacturing 
towns.' (3) Could this retired spot on the river refer to a 
former bath establishment on Bath Lane, hence explaining 
its name?

A pencil sketch by Thomas S. Elgood dated 1894.
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Details of the design and internal arrangements for the baths 
which were built following the council's adoption of the 
1874 Act, are described in Storey's book of 1895 along with 
other then recent works undertaken by the council. (4) 
Prepared by the architect J. B. Everard, the plans for the 
baths show the central feature was a 'first class circular 
swimming bath 40ft 6ins in diameter' and which can be seen 
reflected in the design of the roof as in Elgood's sketch. The 
appearance of the building is described as 'red brick with 
stone dressings and red terra-cotta enrichments in the 
Renaissance style'. The large swimming bath in Bath Lane 
was opened on 14th July 1879 and the rest a few weeks 
later. Details of the opening ceremony can be found in the 
Leicester Journal for Friday 18th July 1879.

Construction had proved challenging, as can be seen from 
the report which had appeared in the Leicester Mercury 
three days earlier on 15th July 1879, which noted that 
'considerable difficulty was experienced with the 
foundations, the ground not being firm. Red marl was found 
17ft below the surface, or 13ft below the water line of the 
adjoining canal ... main building carried upon a network of 
concrete arches resting on concrete piers going down to the 
marl'.

By 1933 major problems were being encountered with the 
building and in the Annual Report of the Cleansing 
Superintendent for the year ending 31 March 1934 we read 
'In Dec 1933 it was found necessary to close the two large 
swimming pools at the Bath Lane baths, together with a 
number of slipper baths, as part of the structure was found to 
be unsafe. The major portion of this establishment has now 
been demolished and only the small swimming pool and 11 
slipper baths together with the laundry, are now in use'. (5) 
It is highly probable that this structural failure was the result 
of being positioned over the line of the Roman and medieval 
town wall and ditches. S. Russell, iron founders, acquired 
the site in 1934 and continued to use the front part of the 
bath building until 1967 when that was demolished.

,-C

An undated photograph of the public baths in Bath Lane. 
(Reproduced by permission of the Record Office for 
Leicestershire, Leicester and Rutland.)

Part of a Goad insurance plan showing the outline plan of the 
baths.

In Spencers' New Guide to Leicester published in 1889 we 
get some idea of the arrangement of the baths:

Public or Corporation Baths
Were erected in 1879, in a suitable situation 
appropriately named Bath Lane, near West Bridge, on 
the banks of the canal, at a cost of about £10,000. The 
buildings were designed by the late borough surveyor, 
Mr Stephens, and are admirably adapted for the 
purpose. The central portion is dome-shaped, and the 
circular swimming bath therein is very handsome 
surrounded with pillars and a gallery or balcony. 
Here are frequently held aquatic contests by the 
various swimming clubs of the town which are largely 
attended by the public. There is also a long swimming 
bath, and several private baths, with an ample and 
continuous supply of tepid water. They are open from 
6 a.m. till 9 p.m. except Sundays, when they close at 9 
a.m. (6)

A later edition of the Guide for 1905 adds:

Bath Lane, near West Bridge. Here are first and 
second class swimming baths about 80 feet long, and 
a small ladies' swimming bath, all open daily. The 
large baths are reserved for ladies on Thursdays. In 
the winter the first class bath is turned into a 
gymnasium... There are also 32 slipper baths.....

So, how did the name of Bath Lane come into existence?
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Roberts' map dated 1741 (or possibly 1712) showing the 
words 'Water Laggs' at the end of Bath Lane.

Part of Thomas Combe's map of c. 1802 showing a building in 
Bath Lane which may have been associated with the 
BathA/auxhall Gardens.

A plot of land in this area, probably the one on which the 
baths were built, had been used in the eighteenth century as 
a form of pleasure gardens and James Thompson writing his 
account of eighteenth century Leicester, refers to the Bath or 
Vauxhall Gardens on several occasions. (7) When discussing 
the year 1767 and a visit by a menagerie of wild beasts, he 
makes a passing reference to them 'and that a kind of 
"Vauxhall Gardens" on a small scale was carried on near 
West Bridge, known as "Bath Gardens", where at the Races 
"Illuminations" were exhibited, with fireworks, 
accompanied by performances of vocal and instrumental 
music. Dancing began at ten o'clock - charge for admission, 
sixpence. The communication with the Metropolis by 
coaches, recently begun, had afforded facilities for the visits 
of all itinerant caterers for public entertainment, and had also 
given an impulse to the enterprise of tradesmen, whose 
announcements in the Leicester Journal necessarily 
increased in number.'

Later for 1769 Thompson writes 'The popular place of 
amusement was now the "Bath Gardens", under the 
proprietorship of Mr Thomas Walton, who announced his 
opening for Tuesday, the 16th of May, and illuminations and 
fireworks for every Tuesday evening during the summer 
season, which was to conclude with the Races. Vocal and 
instrumental performances were promised.' The somewhat 
idyllic nature of the gardens was given by Thompson's 
description of an event in 1774, 'The Militia having been 
embodied in May, the officers gave a tea party to a large 
number of ladies and gentlemen at the Vauxhall, on

Tuesday, the 14th of June, when the regimental band, in the 
pleasure-boat upon the river adjoining the garden, played a 
variety of tunes with pleasing effect; thus rendering the 
summer night melodious. On the opposite side of the river 
then, there were well-wooded fields, and the noble elms 
around Danett's Hall; so that, to quote the local paper, "the 
music from the river resounding in the groves, aided by the 
stillness of the night, produced uncommon harmony". 
Thompson records that in 1777 'the "New Theatre" in the 
Vauxhall Gardens was the resort of the play-goers: the 
Leicester Company of Comedians performing there on 
various dates. Visitors were lighted to and from the place by 
torches'. An event which must have amazed the assembled 
gathering was the launching of a balloon in the last decades 
of the eighteenth century. William Gardiner in his memoirs 
wrote 'Soon after the Montgolfiers had ascended in France, a 
balloonist came to Leicester, and sent up a small one from 
the Bath Gardens, not more that two feet in diameter. In half- 
a-score tubs filled with sulphuric acid, and iron filings, the 
hydrogen gas was procured, which made so great a stench as 
to drive many persons from the place'. (8) Gardiner goes on 
to describe how, with the aid of a telescope he 'pursued the 
aerial ball in its course towards Harborougb/. The 
Montgolfier brothers' first test flight of a small hot-air 
balloon was on 14th December 1782 with a more public 
demonstration in June 1783; one assumes that the spectacle 
at the Bath Gardens took place in the 1780s.

Gardiner makes reference to the Vauxhall or Bath Gardens 
on a couple of other occasions, using both names to describe
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the area. By 1796 we read in Thompson that 'the "Vauxhall" 
at Leicester , so long the favourite spot for recreation, passed 
out of public notice this year when it was offered for auction 
as a site suitable for a wharf and warehouses'. A map 
published by T. Combe dated 1802 which was included in 
Susanna Watts's book shows a building in Bath Lane which 
may have been associated with the Bath/Vauxhall Gardens.

Mrs Fielding Johnson also briefly mentions this part of the 
town when writing in 1891 and writes that the Bath Gardens 
or Vauxhall was 'the favourite place of the fashionable out 
door amusement at this time' and continues 'at that period, 
no doubt, this was a pretty a spot as any that existed in 
Leicester'. She explained that the gardens were 'between the 
river and Bath Lane extending along the whole length of the 
thoroughfare'. (9) Clearly somebody felt in the town that it 
was fashionable to have such gardens in Leicester copying 
the highly successful Vauxhall Gardens in London. She 
refers to the winter of 1783 when the river between West 
Bridge and the Vauxhall Gardens appears to have frozen 
over. S. H. Skillington writing in 1923 mentions that 'the 
canalisation of the Soar in 1797 turned the elegant Bath 
Gardens into prosaic wharves'. (10) Writing in 1804 
Susannah Watts speaks of land close to the Great Meeting as 
'an area used as a bowling green and tea garden with many 
small structures erected for the general purposes of 
amusement; it is known by the name of the New Vauxhall'. 
(11) Further, Mrs Skillington writes: 'A new Vauxhall was 
afterwards opened in St Peter's Lane, between the present 
Baptist and Independent Chapels, which included a Bowling 
Green and large Public Room, besides smaller pavilions for 
al fresco entertainment. This was, however, but a feeble 
reproduction of the dignity and importance of the old 
Gardens; and it never rose to more than an inferior place of 
recreation for the townspeople.' The closing of the Vauxhall 
or Bath Gardens in Bath Lane obviously deprived some 
residents of Leicester of a place to socialise and relax in 
what was becoming a highly industrialised town. So far little 
else has been discovered about the 'New Vauxhall'. A 
Vauxhall Street appears on the 1887 OS map of Leicester 
and there may be a connection.

The gardens were also referred to as early as 1792 in the 
Borough Records as the Bath Gardens 'Alderman Gamble's 
Heir, late Robert Cook, for a piece of Ground called the 
Water Laggs now the Bath Gardens in the Occupation of 
John Emmerson 6s 8d'. (12) It seems clear from this and a 
number of other entries in the records that the gardens were 
laid out on a plot of land with a building known as the Water 
Laggs. The piece of ground named the Water Laggs (or 
Waterlag) can be traced back to 1517-8 and according to the 
Borough Records, 'waterlag is a long narrow meadow 
usually by the side of a brook' quoting from Wright's Dial. 
Diet. Interestingly in 1664-5 an entry reads 'Item paid to Mr 
Richard Palmer for a peece of ground at the Water leggs

taken to build hurts on in case on necessity any should fall 
sick of the plague'. Later in 1729 an entry shows that 
various unpleasant activities were taking place; 'Robert 
Annis for a Little peice or Spunge of Ground part of the 
Ground belonging to the Ground or place called the water 
Laggs by him walled out for a fellmongers Yard paid by Mrs 
Wells In Lease per Annum'. There are frequent entries 
recording the Water Laggs and in 1792 there is an entry 
which refers to 'the Water Laggs now Vauxhall Gardens'. 
Their latest reference in the records to the gardens or Water 
Laggs appears to be two entries for 1813, by which time the 
plot of land appears to have been sold. The entry in the 
borough records makes it clear that there was a house called 
the Water Laggs and this is implied on Stukeley's 1722 map 
of Leicester.

>$•
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Extract from Roberts' 
map of Leicester dated 
1741, but possibly 
1712.

Extract from Stukeley's 
map of 1722.

Bath Lane would appear to have gained its name from a 
bathing establishment of the eighteenth century described by 
Nichols, or from a building which features on plans by 
Stukeley (1722) and Roberts (1741, or earlier). In 1754 three 
mosaics were found at Blackfriars, and Nichols (1795) noted 
that 'other pavements have since been found at Cooke's 
Vauxhall, in a bathing room near the river, which now rises 
over and damages them'. (13) Elsewhere he states that the 
mosaics seen in 1754 could be 'traced under the stables of 
the bath, now called Vauxhall'. On Stukeley's map of 1722 
there is a feature labelled 'The Bath' which consists of a 
circular domed structure surrounded by trees. It is not unlike 
a garden folly, but it is some distance away from Danett's 
Hall, in the grounds of which one could have expected such 
a folly. When we come to Roberts' map of Leicester, dated 
1741 but which some believe was produced around 1712, it 
shows a rectangular two-storied building with windows on 
this spot, again labelled as 'The Bath 4 with an avenue of 
trees leading to it.

The area quickly changed character when the Leicester 
Navigation was completed in 1794, and by 1797 the gardens 
were advertised for sale as plots suitable for new wharves. 
(14) Maps of 1805 and 1828 show a rapid development of 
the Bath Lane river front, and directories of the middle to



late nineteenth century list a range of fairly smelly and 
unwholesome works along the riverside, including several 
dye works, a chemical works and an iron founders. Before 
the gardens were introduced the Borough Records show that 
the land was used by a fellmonger and then there was a 
period of respectability with the Bath Gardens before the 
area returned to industrial use.

Thompson writing in 1871 quoted a local newspaper which 
said 'the music from the river resounding in the groves, 
aided by the stillness of the night, produced uncommon 
harmony. In the evening, the gardens were illuminated, and 
the ladies and gentlemen danced upon the green. Now, the 
constant din of machinery is heard on the self-same spot 
where the music of the dance and joyous voices of happy 
merrymakers were often heard a century ago'. He was 
unaware of the activities which took place before the coming 
of the gardens.

Memories of one who used the public baths

When I attended the Newarke Girls' School (1930-1936) 
we had a session at the Baths in the summer term if the 
playing field was unfit for tennis or cricket. I well recall 
our games mistress announcing at assembly 'No field 
today - Barth Leen Barths at 2 o'clock'. She had joined 
us from Portsmouth High School, with appropriate 
accent - we pronounced the venue with a (very) short 
'a'! Swimming only took place in the summer; in autumn 
and winter terms wet field days were enlivened by 
dancing to a wind-up gramophone.

Two o'clock at Bath Lane saw us trundling into the 
building with 'regulation' bathing-costume wrapped in 
towels, making for the ladies' pool which we called the 
'banjo bath' since it was a circular puddle all of 2ft 6ins 
deep with a straight extension of about 5 or 6 yards 4ft 
Gins deep into which one could dive and swim without 
scraping one's knees on the bottom as in the round pool. 
I seem to remember going to Bath Lane Baths in 
summer 1931 and 1932, possibly 1933, but we soon 
'emigrated' to more familiar territory in Vestry Street.

Messrs S. Russell, the adjacent iron founders bought the 
bath premises in 1934 to extend the foundry possibly 
with the threat of war and increased demand for 
materials for making munitions. Later in the early 1970s I 
recall glancing through the foundry doorway looking for 
my relative by marriage John Russell, a director, and 
seeing a deal of white tiling still remaining of the baths.

Margaret Watson
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Travels through Quorn's past
Kathryn Paterson

O ne of my early tasks as Clerk to Quorn Parish 
Council in 1991 was to unlock and sort through 
series of old, dusty filing cabinets and cupboards in 

the village hall. Inside was a jumbled treasure trove of 
correspondence, plans, minutes and other records relating to 
the Parish Council and its predecessor authorities, the 
Barrow-upon-Soar Rural District Council and the Quorndon 
Urban District Council.

other documents and artefacts. As word got out, Mr Robert 
Beardsley, the only surviving member of an old Quorn 
family of local solicitors made contact. It came to light that 
Mr Beardsley had in his possession a series of church 
magazines for Quorn's parish church, St Bartholomew, 
published between 1905-1909, and edited by the vicar of the 
day, the Reverend Edward Foord-Kelcey.

The Reverend Kelcey riding along School Lane, Quorn, past the Stafford Orchard park. He brought his pneumatic-tyred bicycle 
to Quorn with him, the first to be seen in the village, and gave many villagers a lift on his way round the parish.

Hidden away and largely inaccessible, it was strongly felt 
that this material, of which some of the documents were well 
over a hundred years old, should be available in the public 
domain. Quorn has a rich and varied history which attracts 
both world-wide and local interest. There is already an 
extensive, well-used genealogy section on the village 
website with census and memorial transcriptions 
(www.quorndon.com), whilst printed publications and 
historical articles in the village magazine are well-received 
and popular. Quorn does not however have a museum nor a 
local history society.

On retiring in 2007, the job of properly sorting and archiving 
the material was able to progress more quickly. More time 
was also available to look into the possibilities of 
establishing a museum for the village to house these and

Whilst this may not seem outwardly remarkable, upon 
reading them, it soon became apparent that these particular 
magazines were packed full of exceptional historic and 
village information. Also, they were written with a much 
'lighter touch' than other contemporary church magazines, 
and they reflected the Reverend Foord-Kelcey's diverse 
interests. Their discovery led not only to a remarkable 
centenary publication in 2008, but also to the answer of what 
to do about the establishment of a museum for Quom.

Edward Foord-Kelcey was born in Smeeth, Kent. He came 
to Quorn in 1892 and stayed until September 1909 when he 
was posted to Kimble parish in Buckinghamshire. Whilst at 
Quorn, he delighted in modern technology, and writing in 
1908, gleefully predicted in one of his articles that within 20 
years one of the new mechanical flying machines would be

8



seen flying over Quorn. He was also the proud possessor of 
the first pneumatic-tyred bicycle in the village, and the first 
inhabitant to own and drive a motor vehicle in 1898.

But above all, what is especially of value, was Kelcey's keen 
observation of his surroundings and his ability to relate to 
the history of the parish. Of particular note from his writings 
in the magazines, are the series of four walks around the 
village approaching from the north (Loughborough), south 
(Mountsorrel), east (Barrow-on-Soar) and west 
(Woodhouse). A fifth 'walk' took in the vista of the village 
from the church tower, with the Reverend describing what 
he sees. These walks are beautifully written and still easy to 
follow. Not only do they present a first person snapshot 
account of the village in 1908, but they also contain 
historical information in the form of anecdotes, some dating 
back to the early years of the nineteenth century, told to him 
by the older parishioners.

On his northern walk from Loughborough into Quorn made 
in May 1908, Kelcey notes that thirty years previously, a 
little house with a weighing machine stood at the corner of 
Woodhouse Road and Loughborough Road and that this was 
a gated turnpike, recalling for this reason some old Quorn 
people still call the road to Woodhouse 'Machine Lane'. 
Kelcey then draws the reader's attention to Buddon Wood, 
the most prominent feature in the landscape (now largely 
disappeared through quarrying), high upon the hill noting 
'on a moonlight night, as I have often seen it, looks like a 
great creeping monster guarding the sleeping village'. He 
also comments how well-timbered the parish is and largely 
hidden by the trees in the fields and hedgerows on entering 
the village from this direction.

The Mill House, Quorn. To the right of the archway is Factory 
House, which was a public house known as the Crown and 
Cushion until the late 1860s. To the left is part of Wrights' 
Mill, since demolished.
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The following month, in June 1908 on the eastern approach, 
Kelcey walks the reader from Barrow-on-Soar into Quom. 
In connection with the establishment of the Midland 
Railway station in 1840, he recalls 'an old friend tells me 
she remembers running off from home without her mother's 
leave to see the first train...'. During this same walk he 
notes that a Mr Hill from the village could remember 
assisting in the planting of the avenue of magnificent horse- 
chestnuts leading up to Quorn Hall in 1850.

The July walk takes the reader from the southern 
Mountsorrel boundary into Quorn. Many of the cottages and 
allotments which Kelcey sees at the start of the walk no 
longer exist. However, as he progresses into the village he 
talks of the 'clatter of the factory', and how industry 
established itself in Quorn during Victorian times. He refers 
to a steam flour mill built in 1853 which subsequently 
became a inn called 'Mill House'. Wright's factory was 
opened in 1879 (and is still operating today), part of the 
premises replacing an old hosiery factory kept by the 
Webster family. Walking into the centre of the village, 
Kelcey talks about the wildlife that lived by the stream and 
how, in 1880, a huge salmon weighing 25'/2 pounds was 
caught there.

In August, Kelcey describes the western approach walk into 
Quorn from the Woodhouse direction. Kelcey tells how the 
fields were laid out in the strip system before the Inclosure 
(sic) in 1763, where they were located and their old field 
names such as The Rigsty, Fox Holes and Lambkin Close. 
Walking on, Kelcey relates the history of Chaveney House, 
the Baptist Chapel, the long-since demolished Kaye House 
and Hyde House, along with a brief history of the Farnham 
family. Kelcey finishes this walk with an interesting 
anecdote told to him by some elderly villagers of how, about 
70 years ago (i.e. c!838), there was a Chartist march from 
Shepshed to the Mountsorrel hills. As trouble was expected, 
the Yeomanry turned out and lined the streets. 'There was 
one Quorn man (whose great-grandchildren I know) who 
favoured the Chartists and stood at his gate along this way 
and denounced the Yeomen and their officers. Happily the 
day passed off without their services being needed.'

In order to make this invaluable and fascinating source of 
information better known, it was felt that it would be a 
worthwhile exercise to bring these articles together in a new 
centennial publication, illustrated with photographs of the 
time. Contemporary postcards were ideal source material for 
this, and the extensive collection of old Quorn postcards 
gathered by fellow parish councillor Sue Templeman 
contained a good number of early photographs which related 
very closely to the walks. In order to help put the walks into 
their contemporary twenty first-century context, the scope of 
the proposed book was expanded to include a 'then and
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An evocative image of a snowy High Street, Quorn in 1907 and the same location 100 years later. The tall building became a 
newsagents and was converted into flats in the 1990s. Shuttlewood (The Chemist) had a sideline in photography and as in this 
image, many of these photographs became postcards.

now' section. The 'now' viewpoints were photographed as 
closely as possible to the old 'then' ones, giving snapshots in 
time, almost exactly one hundred years apart.

However, the project and publication still required funding. 
After some research, the 'Awards for All' grant scheme run 
by the National Lottery looked the most suitable, and it 
appeared to be easier and more straightforward than other 

schemes to apply for.

Meanwhile the search for a physical building to house a 
museum had ground to a halt by now, as no suitable 
premises were available in the village which complied with 
modern-day standards and needs. An alternative was needed 
and this was identified in the form of an Internet-based 'on 
line' parish museum. The thought then occurred that as the 
'Awards for All' scheme funds projects up to £10,000, it 
might be possible to obtain funding not only for the 
proposed book but also for the proposed internet site. The 
Parish Council agreed to support the project and allowed it 

to be submitted in its name.

In the Awards for All application, the benefits were 
identified as a fully-searchable database of hundreds of 
pictures, postcards, articles, minutes and genealogy records 
that people in the village had accumulated over the years. It 
was realised that we did not need an actual room or filing 
cabinet, as the material would be instantly available for all to
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see. The website design would also enable people with 
Quorn connections from any corner of the world to upload 
family photographs and documents.

The application was submitted and, to our delight, we 
received full funding for the book and the museum website. 
The book, 73 pages in total, was printed in October 2008, 
enabling the centenary of the original articles to be properly 
marked. The book was marketed and sold through village 
pubs, shops and over the Internet, especially over the 
Christmas period. It has sold well and been well-received, 
not only from local history enthusiasts but also from casual 
readers with an interest in the village. All the proceeds from 
the sale are given over to the Parish Council to be 
channelled into future heritage projects.

The museum site is currently under development and has 
generated a lot of interest locally. When complete, the 
website will be hosted at www.quornmuseum.com.

The template used is also potentially adaptable to other 
communities lacking a physical location in which to house a 
museum, who wish to document their village or town 
history.

The book The Kelcey Walks 1908-2008 is available from 
Quorn Parish Council, 7 High Street, Quorn, LEI2 8DS, 
Tel:01509 414491. For further information see 
www.quorndon.com.
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Thomas Henry Fosbrooke (1862 - 1925) 
- an architect's pictorial legacy

Christine Taggart

'To my Exors: Please present this book to the
Leicester Free Library 

Thos H Fosbrooke Jany 10 1916'

This apparently modest bequest over ninety years ago 
has provided a fascinating insight into the life, 
interests and character of a local architect, and a 

unique pictorial record of Leicestershire's architectural and 
archaeological heritage.

Thomas Henry Fosbrooke, F.S.A., practised as an architect 
in Leicester from the 1880s to shortly before his death. 
Although he was perhaps less well-known than some local 
architects, Thomas Fosbrooke made a significant 
contribution to the conservation of some of Leicestershire's 
fine historic buildings, notably the Old Town Hall and 
Ashby-de-la-Zouch Castle, as well as being responsible for 
many domestic houses and commercial buildings.

T. H. Fosbrooke, portrait. (The Old Town Hall of Leicester 
Guide, 1926).

The Leicester Free Library duly acquired his bequest, which 
by the time of his death in 1925 had expanded to two books. 
These "Scrapbooks" were held at the Leicester Reference 
Library until 1993, when the Local Studies Collection was 
transferred to the Record Office for Leicestershire, Leicester

and Rutland (ROLLR). An indexing project is now revealing 
their value as an important architectural resource. Here can 
be found in typically random order, items which reflect 
Thomas Fosbrooke's wide ranging interests in the old and 
the new, particularly buildings of architectural importance in 
Leicester and the county. Houses, mansions, castles, 
churches and other religious buildings feature as well as 
wrought iron gates, bridges, and items of archaeological 
interest as well as more unusual items such as finger stocks 
and lock-ups. The output of many local architects, 
architectural students and artists is represented, plus copies 
of work by early engravers and other individuals of both 
local and national interest. Many of Thomas's own drawings 
are here, including originals probably previously unseen.

As the second son of a Leicestershire Squire, Leonard 
Fosbrooke of Ravenstone Hall, Thomas would have been 
obliged to follow a suitable occupation and make his own 
way in the world. Leonard, his elder brother, would later 
inherit the Ravenstone estate after their father's death, 
continuing the very long lineage of the Fosbrookes from 
c 1528-9 when Henry Fosbrooke was the Sheriff of 
Nottingham.

At the time of the 1871 Census Thomas was a boarder at 
Carter's (Mill Hill House) School in London Road, 
Leicester, later followed by attendance at Derby Grammar 
School. Architecture was to be his chosen profession. 
During his early career he was articled to Isaac Barradale, 
later becoming an assistant to William Millican, and visited 
France to study gothic architecture which became a 
continuing interest throughout his life. As a student he 
showed considerable promise. He joined the Leicester and 
Leicestershire Society of Architects (LLSOA) in 1882 as a 
"pupil member", winning first prize in the Society's annual 
competition for architectural students with a set of drawings 
which included the Norman sedilia in St Mary de Castro and 
the south door of St Margaret's Church. (1)

By the late 1880s Thomas was working as "Architect & 
Surveyor" at Berridge Street Chambers, Leicester, an 
address also used by architects Pettifor & Simpson and 
William S. Burton. During this time he appears to have 
taken accommodation in Princess Street, possibly for 
weekday use only, as the 1891 Census still records him at 
Ravenstone Hall. He was now building up his career and by 
1894 was running an architectural practice in Market Street
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in partnership with architect William Everitt Keites. Thomas 
was now actively involved with LLSOA, quickly rising 
through the ranks of membership from "Pupil" to "Full 
Member", and was elected to Council in 1899. He played an 
active role in the Society's business, becoming Secretary of 
the Library and Excursions Committee, and often acting as 
host on visits to places of interest. He later represented the 
Society on the Advisory Board for Church Faculties in the 
Leicester Archdeaconry.

At the same time Thomas was also taking care of his 
personal life. In 1893 he married Edith Mary E. Parker of 
Belgrave and lived in the Knighton area, initially at 
"Cranford", Elms Road, and later at "Petherton", Knighton 
Drive. By 1901 he had moved to "Wandale", Knighton 
Road, with his wife, their 6 month old daughter, Mary 
Cicely, his mother-in-law and three servants. The house was 
also occupied by Thomas Seddon, boot manufacturer, and 
his wife Elizabeth. Ten years later, the 1911 Census shows 
that Thomas and his daughter with two servants were living 
at The Ridgeway, Rothley. His wife Edith does not appear to 
be listed on the Census.

Some of the early design work of Keites & Fosbrooke in the 
1890's has been identified through the Building Plans 
Database currently being compiled at ROLLR. The practice 
seemed to attract a range of clients with varying 
requirements, some involving complex design work whilst 
others were of a more routine nature, but all examples 
appear to be fairly typical of the period. There are plans for 
new villas and substantial houses in the areas around 
Clarendon Park and Knighton and some for smaller

properties in Belgrave. Several drawings relate to additions 
or alterations to existing properties, such as new stabling for 
houses in London Road, sheds and sawpits for a timber store 
in Queen Street and alterations to the Star public house in 
Belgrave Gate. Improvements to sanitary facilities are 
typical of the era: a proposed new bathroom for the Vestry 
Clerk's House, St Margaret's Hall, and WC's for several 
properties including Waterhouse Reynolds & Co., corset 
manufacturers in Upper Brown Street. The Leicester Pure 
Ice & Cold Storage Company in Northampton Street 
required four houses, a large store, machine room, tanks and 
stable draining, and there is a plan for a new frontage line 
for Pearson & Bennion Ltd, manufacturers of finishers' ink, 
in Great Central Street. A design for a bay window for 
William Keites' own house in Knighton Church Road was 
drawn up in 1900.

The new century brought some changes. In 1901 Waller 
King Bedingfield joined the practice in Market Street. 
William Keites died in 1914, and Percy Herbert Grundy 
became a partner in 1920. By this time the business had 
moved to Museum Square. Knowledge of the firm's output 
during this period is limited but should be revealed as the 
Building Plans Database develops. Two commercial 
buildings have been identified: an extension (1913) to 
S.D.Stretton's Hosiery Factory in Southgates (2) and design 
of the Pfister & Vogel building (1922/3), leather merchants. 
(3) We also know that Thomas designed the Ashby War 
Memorial (1922) (4), and Fosbrooke & Bedingfield's 
original drawing (c!920) of a proposed war memorial for the 
parish of Claybrooke is held at ROLLR. (5)

ASHBY *-u ZOUCH 
TV CA.STLE.Lx-K**.

T. H. Fosbrooke, Ashby-de-la-Zouch Castle. (Sketchbook 2, p. 80. Reproduced by permission of the 
Record Office for Leicestershire, Leicester and Rutland).
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PLATE. EZ

Till! OLD TOWN MALI. LEIO^TER to* ,  TIII,( OK'I'l S rilK'I5l

T. H. Fosbrooke, Old Town Hall, Leicester. (Sketchbook 1, p. 57. Reproduced by permission of the Record Office for 
Leicestershire, Leicester and Rutland).

Thomas's commitment to conservation was demonstrated 
early in his career when he became a member of LLSOA in 
1882. His drawings of Kirby Muxloe Castle, produced in 
conjunction with George P. Bankart, were commended in a 
paper presented by Mr W. Jackson, the Society's President 
in 1884. Copies were reproduced in the Society's Annual 
Report and also feature in the Scrapbooks. (6) He was 
elected to membership of the Leicestershire Architectural 
and Archaeological Society (LAS) in 1903 and to the 
Society's Committee in 1912 and was also actively involved 
in their library, eventually becoming "Honorary Librarian". 
His contribution to Society affairs would have been mutually 
beneficial and must have suited him admirably. He now had 
the level of support he needed to progress his interests, and 
equally the Society had the benefit of his commitment and 
active participation in local conservation initiatives and links 
with professionals in London through his election as a 
Fellow of the Society of Antiquaries. A detailed monograph 
on Ashby-de-la-Zouch Castle, support for the restoration of 
Kirby Muxloe Castle and papers on other ancient buildings 
represented his main contributions to the Society.

Thomas's interest in Ashby-de-la-Zouch Castle first 
appeared in 1891 when he produced a booklet describing the 
castle and its history. (7) Further work on the castle resulted 
in a more extensive paper which was read at a meeting of the

Society in 1912 and reproduced in the Associated 
Architectural Societies' Reports and Papers. (8) This paper 
subsequently appeared as a book (9), which was reprinted in 
2007. (10) Thomas acted as "Honorary Architect" during the 
Society's conservation work on Kirby Muxloe Castle, and 
was suitably thanked for placing the Castle 'under the care 
of His Majesty's Office of Works under the provisions of the 
Ancient Monuments Acts'. (11) He arranged similar 
protection for Ulverscroft Priory through the Society. (12) 
The Transactions of the Leicestershire Architectural & 
Archaeological Society (TLAS) include papers on the 
restoration work at Kirby Muxloe Castle with photographs 
of work in progress (13) and Thomas's description of the 
original building accounts of the castle, which had been 
discovered at the Manor House, Ashby-de-la-Zouch. (14) A 
history and detailed description of The Preceptory (Rothley 
Temple), with some supporting drawings by Albert Herbert 
(15), and similar papers on the Potters Marston estate (16) 
and Newhouse Grange (17) in conjunction with P. H. 
Grundy represent his further contributions to LAS. Copies of 
the drawings produced to support all his conservation work 
for the Society can be found in the Scrapbooks, plus two 
original and possibly previously unseen sketches of the 
Brick Tower and chimney piece of Ashby-de-la-Zouch 
Castle.
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The highlight of Thomas's career was the restoration of the 
Old Town Hall which began in 1922. Following his 
concerns about the precarious condition of the building, LAS 
reported to the City Council, who recommended an 
examination of the building (18) and authorised Thomas to 
proceed with 'whatever preservation work he considered 
necessary'. Work started one month later. The condition was 
far worse than expected (19) and took over three years to 
complete.

The Scrapbooks reflect Thomas's keen interest in many of 
the buildings of Old Leicester, particularly around the Castle 
and the Newarke. His drawings of St Mary de Castro 
include the tiles found under the lino (with some colouring) 
and a sketch of the north side of the chancel traced from a 
drawing of 1842 in the Parish Chest. A measured drawing of 
the weathervane, drawn directly onto the page, is a 
fascinating detail. We learn that the cockerel's breast 
measures six inches across and his belly is half filled with 
lead! Perhaps some building work on the tower at the time 
enabled access? Also of interest are copies of architectural 
drawings of St Mary de Castro by the architect William 
Henry Bidlake, who was awarded second prize in the Royal 
Institute of British Architects' Silver Medal competition in 
1883 when he was working for James Tait in Leicester. 
Thomas has added colouring and some dimensions to the 
original pages taken from Building News.

Other noteworthy examples of Thomas's original work in 
the Scrapbooks include drawings of a 'restored' interior of 
Leicester Castle showing the wooden framework, structural 
details of John O' Gaunt's Cellar, Rupert's Gateway, and the 
roof over the Greater South Aisle in St Martin's Church 
where he was involved in restoration. Also here are 
drawings of the dovecot at Ravenstone Hall prior to 
demolition, the exterior of Wyggeston Hospital, and 
Bradgate House, also depicted as 'restored', based on early 
drawings, photographs and existing remains. The unusual or 
'quirky' did not escape Thomas's eye. Sketches of the 
Danvers Tomb and its inscriptions in Swithland Churchyard 
are here, together with his notes which reveal that he did not 
know why one half of the tomb lay within the churchyard 
and the other half outside it.

Some of his drawings are copied from those of others. These 
include a fine sketch of the house in St Nicholas Street, 
where John Bunyan and also John Wesley lodged, based on 
an original drawing by Albert Herbert; Dannett's Hall from 
a drawing held by Messrs. Tarratt of Market Street; a small 
sketch of Rupert's Gateway from John Flower and drawings 
of the Castle Gatehouse copied from the 1848 agreement to 
remove a section of the building. Thomas's blue line to mark 
the divide can still clearly be seen.

T. H. Fosbrooke, Weathervane, St Mary de Castro, Leicester. 
(Sketchbook 2, p. 70. Reproduced by permission of the 
Record Office for Leicestershire, Leicester and Rutland).

The work of some well-known local architects also appears 
in the Scrapbooks, including the Goddards' drawings of 
Wyggeston Hospital, Leicester Castle and the Blue Boar Inn 
depicted against a medieval street scene. William Millican's 
plans for All Saints Church, Rotherby are featured, and there 
are proposals for several designs by Frederick Ordish 
including a water tower for Victoria Park. An unusual and 
possibly unique measured drawing of the Jewry Wall by 
Amos Hall is featured, and also Arthur Hind's drawings of 
the chimney piece at the Old Town Hall before the major 
restoration work. The Goodacres' plans for the new wing at 
Trinity Hospital are also illustrated.

Perhaps remembering his own success in the annual 
competition run by LLSOA, Thomas included in his 
Scrapbooks copies of drawings by architectural students 
attending the Leicester College of Art. Most of these were 
reproduced from the Annual Reports of LLSOA. Interesting 
examples include drawings by Maurice Pike, later of 
Symington, Prince and Pike, winner of a Bronze Medal from 
the Royal Institute of British Architects for Southfields 
Library, and Shirley Harrison, designer of De Montfort Hall.
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T. H. Fosbrooke, St Martins Church, Leicester. 
(Sketchbook 2, p. 23. Reproduced by permission 
of the Record Office for Leicestershire, 
Leicester and Rutland).

T. H. Fosbrooke, Dannetts Hall, Leicester. 
(Sketchbook 2, p. 74. Reproduced by permission 
of the Record Office for Leicestershire, 
Leicester and Rutland).
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Sadly Thomas died in June 1925 before he could see the 
results of his major interest, the restoration of the Old Town 
Hall, but he had already produced a substantial account and 
drawings of the building with S. H. Skillington and others. 
(20) His partners Bedingfield and Grundy completed the 
project, and a book based on his original account was 
published. (21) Skillington pays tribute to Thomas in an 
introductory note: 'They could not have chosen a better 
man; for not only did he strengthen the building that there is 
every prospect of it standing firm for many generations, but, 
by clearing away a number of paltry modern additions, he 
revealed older features that confirm the written records and 
enable us to realise more vividly the trend of Leicester's 
municipal growth.'

At the reopening of the restored building in May 1926 
'general satisfaction was expressed at the able way in which 
Mr Fosbrooke and his partners had strengthened and put into 
good order one of the most interesting buildings now left in 
Leicester'. (22) A souvenir and guide to the restored Old 
Town Hall produced by the Museum and Libraries 
Committee in 1926 provides some useful background on the 
processes involved in the restoration and the Council's 
involvement (23), and also contains a photograph of Thomas 
Fosbrooke.

Bookcase in the 
Guildhall, Leicester, 
in memory of 
T. H. Fosbrooke.

LAS organised a collection for a memorial. The money 
received (£65 3s.6d.) was spent on a carved oak bookcase, 
designed by Fosbrooke & Bedingfield (24), which still 
stands in the Society's room at the Guildhall bearing the 
inscription: "In memory of Thomas Henry Fosbrooke F.S.A. 
March 31st 1862 - June 12th 1925". At the Society's 
meeting of 27th June 1925 the following resolution was 
carried:

The members... wish to place on record their grateful 
appreciation of the many valuable services rendered to the 
Society by Mr. Fosbrooke, more especially his efforts to

preserve all objects of valuable interest in the county, and 
his constant endeavour to increase the membership of the 
Society, and to promote a wider knowledge of the history 
and antiquities of the city and county of Leicester. (25)

Bedingfield writes: 'As an architect Mr. Fosbrooke designed 
much of the good domestic architecture of the City and 
neighbourhood and many important commercial 
undertakings are to be attributed to him. His work was 
conscientious, simple and direct, perfectly free from 
unmeaning details.' (26)

Some unfinished business has come to light. (27) In later life 
Thomas was involved in excavations at Leicester Abbey, 
work which was continued by Bedingfield, and he was also 
carrying out research into St Mary de Castro: 'Work in 
connection with St Mary's Church, Leicester, one of the 
greatest archaeological puzzles of that city, has been very 
fully done. He had arranged in alphabetical order and 
annotated under various heads his researches into this 
particular project, but unfortunately the book was never 
published.' We may never know the detail of this work. 
Thomas's particular interest in St Mary de Castro is also 
reflected in a set of eight original measured drawings, held 
at ROLLR, depicting the history of the church from 
medieval times to the end of the eighteenth century. (28)

Although knowledge of the output of Thomas's business is 
limited, his character and personality are well documented. 
(29) His enthusiasm was described as having "a juvenile 
freshness', and his commitment to conservation issues was 
without question. He was clearly a man of serious nature 
with strong opinions and ideals, described as sometimes 
impatient and having a 'divine discontent' if anything stood 
in his way. It seems that he was not slow in pointing out the 
shortcomings of LAS, way beyond what was possible, yet 
his support was highly regarded by fellow members who had 
great admiration for his zealousness in securing the 
preservation of ancient buildings. His appreciation of the 
environment in its widest sense was apparent. He found time 
to write a book on interesting places to visit in Leicestershire 
and surrounding counties (30) and also produced an 
'excursion guide' for an official visit of the American and 
Canadian Dry Goods Merchants on behalf of the Leicester 
Chamber of Commerce. (31) Thomas's intellect, logic and 
excellence in conversation were noted. He is described as 
apparently 'direct and frank' but always 'polite, graceful and 
courteous'. We learn of his wide circle of friends and his 
lifelong devotion to music, particularly his love of 
Beethoven, Wagner and Chopin, and that his playing of both 
'cello and piano had great charm.

Thomas Henry Fosbrooke's Scrapbooks not only reveal a 
fascinating insight into his work and interests and, in 
particular, his appreciation of the significance of local
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buildings and the need to preserve them, but also present a 
visual record of the style of architectural draughtsmanship of 
his era. This remarkable collection provides a source of 
considerable interest for architects, artists, historians, 
researchers and others interested in our local heritage. 
Scrapbooks are generally considered to be personal territory, 
but these stay firmly within professional boundaries. 
Consequently Thomas's family life has proved more 
difficult to entangle. His elder brother Leonard Fosbrooke 
died without heir in 1940. Thomas's daughter, Mary, 
inherited the Ravenstone estate and died a spinster in 
December 1961, the last of a long lineage. She appears to 
have been highly regarded locally and was very active in 
community affairs. (32) Her obituary in The Times (33), 
which refers to her as 'the daughter of Thomas Henry 
Fosbrooke and the late Mrs Clayton Lloyd', has led to a little 
investigation. It appears that Thomas's wife Edith remarried 
twice before his death: firstly to Sydney D. Stewart in 1917 
in the parish of St Marylebone and secondly to William C. 
Lloyd at Christchurch, Hampshire in 1924 a final twist to 
the Fosbrooke story.
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'Do it with pride': working lives at Joseph 
Johnson's Department Store

Edna Blake and Erica Statham
irl, how dare you carry a naked cup of coffee 

•across my department!' These words were a 
young girl's introduction, in 1961, to the working 

environment at Joseph Johnson's department store, before it 
was taken over by Fenwick's in 1962. The girl in question 
had begun her employment on the first day of the sales, and 
as the store was excessively busy, no one had shown her the 
back stairs to be used by the staff, before she was asked to 
collect refreshment for her superior. The admonition was 
delivered by the head buyer for ladies wear who spotted the 
misdemeanour as the girl walked up the sweeping central 
staircase. The situation was rectified by the buyer sending 
her junior assistant with a brown paper bag with which to 
cover the offending cup of coffee and being shown the back 
stairs. Decorum, as this writing will demonstrate, had always 
been an important aspect of working life at Joseph 
Johnson's.

The publicity in the local press, during 2008, associated with 
the opening of Highcross, and the new department store in 
particular, turned our attention to Leicester's oldest 
remaining department store, namely Fenwick's, formerly 
Joseph Johnson's, and the working lives of those who were 
employed by Joseph Johnson's. We were interested to find 
out, as far as possible, how Joseph Johnson had grown his 
business sufficiently to build a purpose-built store by 1884, 
what part paternalism played in the store's success, why 
young women, in particular, wished to work in the store, and 
what conditions were like for those employed.

Leicester enjoyed a period of growth in the 1860s, attracting 
people from many different parts of the country, as the 
importance of the framework knitting industry to the town's 
prosperity was superseded by the increased mechanisation of 
the hosiery industry, the growth of the boot and shoe trade, 
and of engineering related to the production of machinery 
for these trades. (1) This expansion created a larger, more 
affluent middle class and it was to cater for this increased 
prosperity that Joseph Johnson, in partnership with a Mr 
Halsall, opened a fancy drapers shop at no. 26 Market Street 
in 1869. (2) Previously, Joseph Johnson had served an 
apprenticeship at Adderley's, a drapers shop in the Market 
Place. (3)

By 1871, Mr Halsall was no longer part of the business, and 
the occupants at number 26 now included three milliners, an 
apprentice and a shopman all of whom were part of the

inward migration to Leicester, as well as Johnson, his wife 
and baby daughter, and two servants. (4) The rise of Joseph 
Johnson's business continued during the 1870s. By 1875, he 
had added a ladies outfitters at no. 28a. Reflecting the 
increasing prosperity of the business at this time, the family 
no longer lived above the shop but had moved to Albert 
Villa, Aylestone Park. (5)

The census of 1881 records nos.26 and 28 Market Street as 
lock-up shops with no-one living there, possibly as a result 
of the living space being used by this time to meet the need 
for increased storage space for stock such as dress fabrics, 
hosiery, household linens, gloves and haberdashery. Indeed, 
greater choice in both design and quality was available with 
increasing mass production. (6) Numbers 30 and 32 Market 
Street were occupied by Charles Edward Whitmore, a draper 
employing fourteen assistants, all of whom lived in. (7) 
However, before long Joseph Johnson had added no. 30 to 
his growing number of shops, causing 'the local wits to 
prophesy a time when the whole of Market Street would be 
devoted to Joseph Johnson and it would be possible to buy 
from one or other of the Johnson shops, any conceivable 
article were it a packet of pins or a 100 ton gun.' (8)

Outside Joseph Johnson's, Leicester, taken c.1894. (With 
acknowledgement to Stephen Butt).
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Johnson had a number of things in common with other 
department store founders. First, his business grew from a 
small drapers shop as did Fenwick's of Newcastle; Binn's in 
Bishop Wearmouth, and Brown and Muffs in Bradford. 
Secondly, like Fenwick and Bainbridge, both of Newcastle 
(9), he was a nonconformist, attending Belvoir Street 
Chapel. Thirdly, he supported Liberalism although he did 
not play an active part in local politics (10) and finally, like 
them, he was determined to succeed. Central to their success 
was making shrewd choices when acquiring property. (11) 
By 1884, the purpose-built store, designed by Isaac 
Barradale, that we see fronting Market Street, Belvoir Street 
and Bowling Green Street today, was complete. The 
building, one of a pair designed by Barradale at the southern 
entrance to Market Street, is just that bit taller than the 
neighbouring Belvoir Street Baptist Chapel and rivalling the 
near-by municipal buildings in Bowling Green Street - 
thereby announcing that Joseph Johnson had arrived in the 
commercial world and intended to stay. Even today, the 
store, now owned by Fenwick's, who extended it further by 
acquiring Bennett's toyshop next door in Market Street 
when they took over in 1962, still dominates that part of the 
city.

Portrait of Joseph Johnson, Leicester Guardian. 21st July 
1906. (Reproduced by permission ofROLLR).

It is not unreasonable to presume that Johnson obtained 
many of his ideas on how to run his store from similar 
businesses to be found in other parts of the country. In 
addition to those being founded in London and the 
expanding industrial cities, places such as Bath, which had 
long been a trendsetter in retail fashion, must have given 
him inspiration too. For the carriage trade, the high-class 
customers he wished to attract, Joseph Johnson's practised a 
method of purchasing known as 'shopping through'. Those 
who worked at the store certainly in the 1930s, would 
recognise this method of shopping (12), whereby if cars are
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substituted for carriages, the way in which customers were 
greeted and served at Joseph Johnson's during the latter part 
of the nineteenth century, closely matches that given to us 
by an employee of the 1930s. At Joseph Johnson's, the 
commissionaire opened the car door, directed the chauffeur 
where to park, opened the outer door for the customer, 
usually female, whereupon the inner door would be opened 
by the floorwalker, a senior member of staff, who would 
accompany the lady to the appropriate department, where 
she was seated. With an unobtrusive click of the fingers by 
the floorwalker, the most senior assistant available would be 
summoned to attend to the customer and business transacted 
in hushed tones. If the customer wished to visit another 
department, she was escorted there by the floorwalker. 
When all purchases had been made, the floorwalker escorted 
the customer back to the door. Her chauffeur was summoned 
by the commissionaire and her purchases, which an 
assistant, usually a junior, was carrying, were given to the 
chauffeur. The store delivered large purchases to her home 
later. At Joseph Johnson's, there was one kiosk on the 
ground floor for cash payment but the majority of customers 
held accounts. By using 'shopping through', the store was 
able to maintain tight control over the people who entered 
the store and learn their customer's buying habits and so 
were able to offer a very personal service. Joseph Johnson's 
preferred to continue with this style of shopping but 
Fenwick's, in Newcastle, as early as 1902, introduced a style 
observed in Paris, which allowed customers to walk round 
with no obligation to buy and no approach made by 
assistants. (13)

But what of the people who worked for Johnson's at the end 
of the nineteenth century? The 1891 census records sixty- 
two female staff living at nos. 28, 30 and 32 Market Street, a 
drapers shop. Of these, whose ages ranged from a draper's 
apprentice aged 15 to the widowed housekeeper aged 53, all 
but seven were bora outside Leicestershire and all, except 
the widowed housekeeper and one married general servant, 
aged 28, the reason for whose presence can only be guessed, 
are recorded as single. There was no doubt a hierarchy 
among the backroom staff and sales staff, with the two 
mantle saleswomen and the millinery saleswoman and her 
five assistants probably at the top. The others who worked 
on the shop floor included twenty-seven drapers assistants 
with their five apprentices, while the backroom staff 
included three dressmakers, two milliners (who had three 
apprentices), two mantle-makers, and one mantle cutter, all 
of whom would be looked after by nine general servants, 
under the supervision of the housekeeper.

No men are recorded as living above the shop. This may 
have been for moral or logistical purposes, but the 'living in' 
system was despised by male employees generally, because 
it prevented them from marrying and they were 
disenfranchised. We can trace the male employees of Joseph
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Johnson's in 1901. Two drapers clerks, twelve drapers 
assistants and an apprentice are boarding, with a drapers 
assistant, his wife and family, at no. 4 Tower Street, an 
address attributed to Joseph Johnson in the 1891 Wright's 
Trade Directory, although in the census for that year there 
are no employees listed at that address. Only two female 
staff continued to live in from 1891 until 1901; one, Sophia 
Green, had risen from drapers assistant to drapers buyer 
while Esther Day continued to be employed as a dressmaker. 
In all likelihood, many had left because they married, while 
others may have found promotion elsewhere; well-trained 
assistants would be valuable to any business aspiring to meet 
the needs of the elite.

'Living in' must have been quite widespread in Leicester at 
the beginning of the twentieth century and was open to 
exploitation by unscrupulous employers. The main 
advantage of the system to the shop owner was having 
compliant assistants available to work long hours; any 
breach of discipline would have resulted in loss of both work 
and accommodation. Once gas lighting became available in 
the second half of the nineteenth century, drapers assistants 
could be required to work until 10pm. on weekdays and 
midnight on Saturdays, but towards the end of that century, 
earlier closing was introduced in those shops catering for 
more affluent customers, who did not generally shop in the 
evenings. (14)

An 'abominable system' is how living in is described in the 
left-wing Leicester Pioneer (15), 'the housing of delicately 
nurtured girls in old factories lacking decent sanitary 
accommodation, absolutely destitute of comfort or 
cleanliness and feeding them the worst possible food... they 
are driven to spend most of their little spare time on the 
streets... even girls under twenty'. As a result of these 
perceived inadequacies of the system, a demonstration was 
called by the Shop Assistants Union to meet at the 
Temperance Hall in Leicester the following Wednesday. At 
the meeting, Margaret Bondfield, a well-known political 
activist of the time, complained that 'many young ladies 
strongly objected to the abolition of the system; they wished 
to still wear their chains and did not want freedom'. This 
probably shows Bondfield's lack of appreciation of 
alternative employment for young women of a different 
social class from herself, at that time. For many would have 
had to choose domestic service, possibly a worse form of 
living in, not as well paid and lacking the status of working 
in a shop.

However, for shops like Joseph Johnson's that wished to 
cater for the elite, having assistants behind the counters who 
looked tired or ill-fed would not have projected a favourable 
image. They were promoting dignity, comfort and luxury in 
their spacious, quiet surroundings, and good staff care would 
have been important in attracting suitable employees. The
20 ———————————————————————————————

housekeeper and nine general servants recorded in 1891 and 
the seven housemaids recorded in 1901 suggests that staff 
care was important to Joseph Johnson. Information gathered 
from former twentieth century employees at the store 
supports the notion of a tradition of good staff care at Joseph 
Johnson's. Although we do not know exactly when it 
opened, by the 1930s, good living-in accommodation, rather 
like a guest house, was available at the Crescent Street 
hostel, for those shop floor workers who lived too far away 
to travel daily. Each resident had her own room, furnished 
with the necessities, and full board catering, the cost of 
which was deducted from her wages. For at least two 
decades before it closed in about 1955, the hostel was 
mainly occupied by senior single female members of staff, 
who originated from many different parts of the country, and 
who, in the opinion of one of the hostel staff, preferred their 
independence and the status to be gained by working at 
Joseph Johnson's to marriage. (16) Lunches were also 
served there to other members of staff, who lived too far 
away to go home in the middle of the day, although until the 
end of the war years of the 1940s, the workroom staff had to 
eat elsewhere, the British Restaurant in Colton Street being 
favoured by them in the 1940s. The food at Crescent Street 
was of good quality and served at table by those who 
worked within the hostel.

By the beginning of the twentieth century, the store was 
described as a drapers, silk mercers, ladies outfitters, 
milliners, mantle-makers and costumiers. (17) Joseph 
Johnson's employees included two millinery buyers in 
addition to three milliners and an embroiderer, an indication 
that fashion was important to the success of the store. 
Responsibility for some of the stock was being delegated 
with the appointment of a draper's buyer. The increased 
business required four clerks (two female and two male) and 
a female book assistant for office work. (18) According to 
his obituary, although possibly biased, Joseph Johnson 
presided over 'the most fashionable drapers' shop in the 
county and many were the carriages and motor cars that 
drew up to its portals daily' (19) By 1904, Joseph Johnson's 
had become Joseph Johnson and Co. Ltd with Joseph 
Johnson and G.C. Johnson named as directors together with 
a third director named H. Knibb. (20) By the time of his 
death in 1906, Joseph Johnson had founded and built, by his 
constant supervision in the day to day running of the store, 
what many ex-employees consider to be the most prestigious 
store in Leicester.

For many who worked as assistants in department stores, 
their social status and image of respectability was important. 
One such assistant, interviewed for a survey in 1906 
remarked, 'You do not get such liberty in a shop as you do 
in a factory for the hours are much longer but sometimes 
you get amongst girls who use language they ought not to in 
a factory. It is not very often you hear it in a shop for the



girls have to talk properly and this is another very good use 
which makes up for the extra hours'. (21)

Working in a large store was still regarded as a desirable 
occupation and a step up the social scale in the middle of the 
twentieth century. In the 1930s, the directors of Joseph 
Johnson's still changed into frock coats and pin-striped 
trousers for their working day, while the staff were required 
to wear dark-coloured clothing which they supplied 
themselves. In our contact with people who worked at the 
store during the 1940s and 1950s, we heard many comments 
about the prestige derived from their employment: 'working 
for Joseph Johnson was looked upon as quite something and 
I did enjoy it', 'it was a great honour to work in a shop like 
Simpkin and James, Adderley's and Joseph Johnson's'. (22) 
'Staff came from quite far away, for example, Lincoln and 
Northampton. You really had to know someone to get in. It 
was seen as refined work for girls, a position to be valued'. 
'It was upmarket, the clients had plenty of money' 'It was a 
first class store, the gentry came' and the privilege of 
working there was preferred to good pay.

Trade Unions played no part in the working lives of Joseph 
Johnson employees. Many considered that their working 
environment compensated for the relatively poor wages and 
those who did not, found employment elsewhere. In 1937, 
an office boy, aged 14, received 10s. per week from which 
2d. was deducted for the Saturday Hospital Fund. He left 
after a few months, not so much because of his wages, but 
because his working hours prevented him from following his 
sporting interests; he did find better paid office work 
elsewhere. In 1944, one junior assistant travelled daily from 
Coalville, paying 7s.6d. per week in fares. After she had 
spent another 7s.6d. per week on her lunches at the hostel, 
she had no money remaining from her 15s. per week wages. 
Although she liked her work, she left, to work at a less 
upmarket shop for better wages. However, the working 
environment was so pleasant that a number of people 
continued to work at the store for many years and some men 
did so until well past retirement age. Mr Ashlin worked at 
the store for fifty-nine years until the age of eighty, despite 
having been injured in a fall down part of the lift shaft 
during the war. 'Nobody wanted to leave, it was their life' 
said one ex-employee, whose father had also worked at the 
store until the age of seventy-five.

Paternalism at Joseph Johnson's did not extend as it did at 
some stores, to the staff addressing the directors as Mr ... 
followed by their first name. Mr Ronald Crawford Johnson, 
after his war service in the navy, became a director of the 
store and was always known as Mr Johnson. However, it 
was generally understood that junior staff did not speak to 
him unless first spoken to by him, although it would seem he 
was not unapproachable. In the 1950s, there being no 
vacancy in the hostel at the time, one young assistant raised
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the subject of a pay increase to £1.5s. per week because she 
rented a bedsitting room in Evington Road. Ronald 
Crawford Johnson agreed to the increase but advised her, 
'You realise you can save. Make sure you walk to work and 
have your mid-day meal at the hostel and then you will only 
require a snack in the evening'.

The care Johnson's took of their staff is reflected in the 
number of war veterans who returned to the store after 1945. 
Ted Layzell, the commissionaire, had served in the military 
police and wore his medals with pride. Louis Baker returned 
to work in the office, while two casualties of the war, Joe 
and Dennis, operated the lift. Concern for individuals 
welfare was shown to a hairdressing apprentice during a 
hospital stay in the 1940s when Crawford Johnson wrote her 
a get-well letter and enquired after her health on her return to 
work.

In his role, Crawford Johnson interviewed all potential 
employees, whether to work on the shop floor or in the 
workrooms or the office. As the founder of the store had 
done, with the help of his senior staff, he kept close scrutiny 
on staff interaction with customers, often positioning himself 
on the balcony, from where he could survey the ground 
floor. (23)

The first part of a shop floor apprenticeship was packing, 
unpacking and folding garments and cleaning the wooden 
display and storage furniture as well as learning what made a 
quality product. Apprentices were taught, by the example of 
their seniors, how to address customers, indeed for their first 
few months, they were not allowed to talk to customers. On 
one occasion, an assistant was heard by Crawford Johnson, 
to say 'Bye, bye', to a customer and she was corrected by 
him, 'Not "Bye, bye" but "Goodbye" '. Of course, the 
customer was always right even when asking for 'Imperial 
Larther' soap and contradicting the assistant, who had had 
the temerity to correct her. However, former employees 
consider that the majority of customers were appreciative of 
the service they received and treated the staff with respect. 
However, not all services were as well publicised as others; 
a number of customers buying uniforms for the local 
preparatory schools did not know that the junior assistants in 
the children's department were obliged to stitch name tapes 
to their purchases if requested to do so.

As already indicated, decorum was important at Joseph 
Johnson's and Co. Ltd. Leisurely shopping, undertaken by 
their wealthy customers, was enhanced by an atmosphere of 
calm. The assistants were not allowed to appear hurried in 
any way. A customer reported a young assistant for 
wrapping her parcel of three skeins of wool 'too quickly as 
though in a fish and chip shop' and the assistant was 
admonished by Crawford Johnson, 'Don't ever do it again, 
do it with pride and no rush'. Their movement around the
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store had always to be 'ladylike'; the shop apprentices were 
taught to walk down the sweeping central staircase without 
needing to look at the treads. Even when entering or leaving 
the store, the female staff were required to be dressed 
appropriately with gloves and stockings worn at all times. In 
the early 1950s, a young hairdresser arrived wearing 
trousers, for after work she and her husband were to travel 
some distance by motorcycle. Although she did not appear 
in the shop wearing the offending garment and gave her 
explanation for her arrival so dressed, she was told by 
Crawford Johnson that it was "not suitable wear for a Joseph 
Johnson employee' and that she was not to repeat her 
mistake.

The structure of the workforce was hierarchical. Because 
sales staff were paid commission, the most senior sales 
person available served customers. Depending on the 
number of assistants in a department, it could take many 
years to be promoted to the senior position of first sales. 
There was a difference in status between those who came 
into contact with the customers and those who worked in the 
dressmaking, soft furnishing and millinery workrooms. Only 
workroom staff were required to clock in. One apprentice 
dressmaker, who began work at the store in 1941, aged 
fourteen, remembers that, at that time, the workroom staff

and shop staff had little contact. As mentioned above, they 
did not eat together until after the war, when all who wished 
to could eat at the hostel. Even then, men sat at tables on one 
side of the room and women at the other, and seniority was 
observed with the buyers, first sales and other assistants 
sitting at separate tables.

Like the shop staff, those employed in the workroom had to 
serve an apprenticeship. Having been employed for nearly 
five months, during which her aptitude could be assessed, 
Madge B. Walton, aged fourteen, was given a three year 
apprenticeship in art needlework on 23rd December 1929. 
As would be expected, her Apprenticeship Indenture 
required her to 'faithfully, honestly and diligently serve the 
Company' and 'conduct and acquit herself as an honest and 
faithful Apprentice ought to do'. There is no mention of any 
pay, but her mother, the 'third part' of the agreement, was 
required to provide her daughter with pocket money. The 
apprentices learned by watching those already skilled, and 
were given more responsibility as more apprentices joined 
the workroom. Like the shop floor staff, if the workroom 
apprentices had occasion to enter the shop, it was impressed 
upon them that they must walk sedately. Crawford 
Johnson's supervision of the store did not extend to the 
workrooms; he was never known to enter them.

3tibenture made the day of
One thousand rune hundred and/vc ' - 3BetVPCCn JOSEPH JOHNSON 
AND COMPANT, LJMITKD, whose registered office is at 36, Market Street, in 
the City nf I^eicester, 1>rapers (hereinafter called the Company) of the 
first part -ji^Aye. fye^^^iJ, (j/'^Mv-^ <*h« was 
born on the^i-*i^j^<Cday of .^^.^^fU.' I--/ ~ ) 
of "^'^*T'7*£/ / f^> *•' - {hereinafter called the Apprentice)

of '^^^f^^j^^^ vi, \ —^'^ -^ of the Apprentice 
(hereinafter called the party* of the third part) of the third part, 
7HnitrtC89£tb tliat in consideration of the services e»f the Apprentice to be 
done or performed to or for the Company, and of the covenants and 
agreements hereinafter entered into by the Apprentice and the party of the 
third part : They, the Company, at the request of the party of the third part 
and with the consent of the Apprentice testified by their executing these 
presents, dn hereby covenant and agree with the party of the third part and 
also with the Apprentice in manner following, that is to say :—

1.—That thev, the Company, will take and receive the Apprentice as their 
Apprentice from the -'• ,.-, day of - ?{"* J- rf One thousand 
rune hundred and/M,-. .' ,V»<-/'*tMbr the term uf ( '• '$ years, and aL>o wjJJ, during 
the said term, to the best of their power cause to be instructed the Apprentice in 
the trade or business of a ^-^-w-^t -«L*/t/ <. *^ ^/fcsc. l> 'zA/a.-a. £*. >j> -, --'_ 
and in all things incidental or relating thereto in such a manner an they, the 
Company, do now or shall hereafter during the said terra use or carry on the same.

Bnt> jn wnsideration of the covenants and agreements hereinbefore contained 
on the part of the Company, the party of the third part doth hereby place and bind 
the Apprentice, and the Apprentice with the consent of the party of the Uurd part 
doth hereby place and bind "' self with and to the Company during the term 
aforesaid, during all which time the Apprentice shall faithfully, honestly, and 
diligently serve them, the Company, and obey and perform all the lawful and 
reasonable commands and requirements of the Company, and of their Managrr or 
Managers, or other person entrusted by the Company with control or superinten 
dence over the Apprentice, and shall not do any damage or injury to the Company 
or knowingly suffer the same to be done without acquainting them therewith, and 
ahull Dot waste the goods of the Company or lend them unlawfully to any person, 
and shall not without leave of the Managing Director of the Company absent 
~ J'Lt--c- self unlawfully from their service, but ahal! in all things conduct and 
acquit '^_^~- t-elf as an honest and faithful Apprentice ought to do.

Hilt) for the considerations aforesaid, thr party o( the third part doth hereby 
covenant and agree with the Company :- -

J.--Tliat tiie Apprentice shall fuithi'uUy, honestly and diligently serve the 
Companv as their Apprentice during the term aforesaid, and in manner aforesaid, 
and shall perform, observe and abide by the stipulations and provisoes herein 
contained, and any regulations or rules lawfully made by the Company or the 
Directors thereof, and that thr party ol the third part will indemnify the Company 
against any breach thereof by the Apprentice.

LJ . —Ttiat the party of the third parl executors and administrators will 
at own expense find and provide the Apprentice with good and sufficient 
clothing, washing, pocket money, medicine and medical attendance and all other 
necessaries except as aforesaid during the said term.

^rOVl&CO always and it is hereby agreed and declared by and Ix-twecn the. 
parties hereto that the Company shall be at liberty to determine this apprenticeship 
by notice, in writing, sent to the party of the third part by prepaid post lettei, 
addressed to - last known place nf abode in England, and to he given to the 
Apprentice in either <»f the eases following, namely : —

(a) It the Apprentice shall wilfully and systematically refuse or neglect to 
obey the reasonable and lawful commands of the Company, or shall 
otherwise grossly misconduct self of which systematical refusal, 
neglect or misconduct the Managing Director of the Company, for the 
time being, shall be the sole judge, or

fb) If, in the opinion of the Managing Director for the time being of the 
Company, the Apprentice shall be found, within twelve calendar montlis 
from the date hereof, incapable of learning and following the business of 
a *^' TI X*^ *ff to ^ advantage of the Apprentice and of 
the Company.

3tl Witne00 whereof the Company has caused its Common Seal to be affixed, 
and the parties of the second and third parts have hereunto set their hands and 
S<;uis the day and year first before written.

The Common Seal of the Company was 
hereto affixed in the presence of

, - 'i - —' * . - - - -

Signed, sealed and delivered by ^he 
before-named ^ik*>~i* Sl^ ' £ 
in the presence of.< *.**.-.- •-' -I~r,~ -— - * -,

Sienc-d. septed a!id delivered by the

o

Apprenticeship indenture for Madge B. Walton, 1929. (Reproduced by permission of Mrs Anne M. Janes).
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During the clothes rationing period of the 1940s, the 
dressmaking workshop renovated and remodelled 
customers' dresses by altering the length, the sleeves or 
adding co-ordinating pieces of material. If dresses were 
made from new fabric, only five buttonholes were permitted. 
As a contribution to the war effort, garments for nurses were 
also made at Joseph Johnson's. Post war, much of the work 
involved making alterations to garments purchased in the 
store to improve their fit, and renovations to previously 
bought goods, including the repair of knickers. (24) Further 
skills could be acquired by attending courses at the Art and 
Technical College. One member of the dressmaking 
workshop asked Crawford Johnson for permission to learn 
pattern making on Saturday mornings only to be told that her 
request was 'rather a tall order, don't you think?' before 
agreeing to her attending. There was no extra pay associated 
with further qualifications but after making a further request, 
the dressmaker was paid for the Saturday mornings while on 
the course. In contrast, week-long training courses to 
become a corsetiere or to improve their knowledge of shoe- 
fitting, with all expenses paid, were readily available to 
shopfloor staff in those departments. On her return, one 
young corsetiere had money remaining, which she offered to 
Crawford Johnson. He told her that this was the first time 
this had happened and took the money.

Those who worked in the soft furnishing workshops were 
required to handle large rolls of fabric when they visited 
customers' homes to cut the material for loose covers in situ. 
Two people were needed for each fitting, a more 
experienced worker often being accompanied by an 
apprentice. Such was their skill at fitting and cutting that, 
even at this stage of production, the customer could obtain a 
very good impression of the way their furniture would look 
when the covers were finished. The supervisor of the soft 
furnishing workrooms was responsible for cutting curtains, 
ordered by customers. As many of the latter lived in houses 
with large windows and Joseph Johnson's only sold quality 
fabrics, mistakes, made in the initial phase, would have 
proved expensive. Expertise was also needed when making 
or renovating silk and satin lampshades, only well-pleated 
and well-stitched work was passed by the eagle-eyed supervisor.

In 1935, two ladies and an apprentice worked in the 
millinery workroom, creating hats to order. A customer's 
measurements would be taken and according to the season, a 
hat would be made of felt or fine straw. Both felts and 
straws were opened and steamed on wooden blocks before 
being pulled into shape. A brim would be created by 
steaming and curling the edge or, in the case of felt, a cloche 
shape was produced by cutting off the excess material before 
the apprentice stitched petersham ribbon inside using almost 
invisible stitches. The apprentice also collected the flowers, 
feathers, fur, artificial fruit or ribbon, depending on the 
season, needed to trim the hat, from the haberdashery

department. In addition to making new hats, the millinery 
workroom also renovated hats. These would often arrive in 
leather hat boxes, delivered by chauffeur, and, after 
retrimming or reshaping, would be returned to their owner 
by chauffeur or be delivered by the store.

Hats were not the only things delivered by chauffeur. In the 
1950s, a wig would regularly arrive in this way. It was given 
to the commissionaire who in turn gave it to one of the lift 
men who delivered it to the hairdressing department. After 
being cleaned and having the waves and curls pinned in 
place, it was collected next day by the liftman and the 
delivery process was reversed. Such was the discretion of 
Joseph Johnson's staff that only the senior hairdresser knew 
to whom the wig belonged.

In the hairdressing department, privacy for clients was 
important and each was attended to in her own oak-panelled 
cubicle complete with a door. The hairdressers were taught 
not to open a conversation but to respond to the client in a 
friendly manner. As in all departments, apprentices learned 
by watching those more experienced, but they also tidied the 
cubicles between clients, laid out equipment as required, 
served coffee to the clients and provided them with 
magazines such as The Lady, Vogue and The Taller which 
were quite an 'eye-opener to a different world' to a fourteen 
year old employee in the 1940s. Skill was important when 
creating a Marcel wave with hot tongs. The hairdressers 
heated the tongs on a gas bracket and tested the temperature 
by placing them near their mouths. With the tongs in one 
hand and the comb in the other, the waves were created. It is 
interesting to note that the hairdressing department went to 
the first post-war hairdressing exhibition at Alexandra 
Palace in the early 1950s, where they saw cold perms and 
rollers for the first time; their opinion - 'They will never work'.

As Joseph Johnson's store developed, the number of office 
staff increased. By 1937, the offices comprised the counting 
house, the typing office and the telephone exchange. An 
office junior at this time describes one of his functions: 'I 
was required to present myself, at 5.30pm. precisely, at Mr 
Elworthy's office (Mr Elworthy being the Managing 
Director), bearing a tray with the letters for signing, an ink 
well and a gold-nibbed pen and a clean sheet of blotting 
paper. Business letters would be initialled and personal 
letters signed in full in immaculate script and I applied the 
blotting paper to each signature'. The male office staff had 
to ensure that all business involving the shop floor was 
completed before 9am. After that time they were not allowed 
to enter any of the ladies' departments. Each assistant 
recorded her sales for the day on cards, which were issued 
each morning by an office junior. Suppliers' accounts, even 
in the 1950s, were still kept in handwritten ledgers. One may 
assume that customers' accounts were kept in the same way 
but these were dealt with by more senior office staff.
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Customer account statement, May 1958. Items include a 
mushroom silk hat, Raynes beige shoes and a 4ft 6in 
mattress remade. (Reproduced by permission of the ROLLR).

To encourage the continuing patronage of their wealthy 
customers, the presentation of the store, particularly the 
window displays, was important. In the 1930s, the latter 
were supervised by, ' Mr Ashlin, a dapper little man in a 
frock coat. Special national events such as the Boat Race, 
Derby Day, Henley Regatta, F.A.Cup Final and Wimbledon 
would be highlighted as each store vied for the honour of the 
best display and presentation'. Creative people were needed 
for this work, as anything other than models or glass shelves 
had to be made, often with the help of the carpenter, Arthur 
Braisey, whose workshop in the basement also doubled as a 
funeral director's. Johnson's prided themselves on providing 
excellent service to their customers and this extended to 
making the coffins for many of their account customers. We 
are told that the present stock rooms of Fenwick's still have 
the original tiles of the morgue and 'are distinctly chilly all 
year round'. (25)

Joseph Johnson & Co. Ltd. was sold to Fenwick of 
Newcastle in 1962. The staff, of over three hundred (26), 
knowing nothing of the change until they read about the sale 
in the Leicester Mercury, 'were floored'. Takeovers were far 
less common in those days and it signalled the end of an era 
for a certain kind of shopping in Leicester. Fenwick's

considered the store to be in need of modernisation in order 
to remain a viable enterprise. (27) To this end, more floor 
space was created with the acquisition of the neighbouring 
Bennett's toy-shop and removal of the staircase and balcony. 
Account shopping also ceased. There is, apparently, still 
some residual evidence of the Johnson period to be found in 
the present store. The top floor, now housing part of the 
furniture department, was part of the living-in 
accommodation and we are told that there is a beautifully 
inscribed plaque in the store manager's office, signed by the 
managing director in 1922, instructing that there was no 
cooking allowed in the bedrooms. (28)

From our research, we can conclude that Joseph Johnson 
built his business by knowing which market he wished to 
serve, by being astute in his acquisition of property, and by 
knowing what would appeal to his intended customers. The 
business was to a degree paternalistic towards its carefully 
selected workforce, whose decorum remained an important 
feature, particularly for those in contact with customers. 
Over time, living-in for the majority of the workforce ceased 
but it remained an option for those who wished it until about 
1955. Except for the post-war changes in relationship 
between the sales and workroom staff, the strictly 
hierarchical nature of the workforce remained until the sale 
to Fenwick's. Of all the information gathered from the 
thirty-five ex-employees who responded to our questions 
about their working lives, one aspect stands out; it was 
thought to be a privilege to work at the store, to serve people 
they considered their social superiors and for this, they were 
prepared to accept modest wages. How these working lives 
of the middle years of the twentieth century compare with 
those employees of the new department store at Highcross is 
a study for the future.
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Working Lives:

The article by Edna Blake and Erica Statham on Joseph 
Johnson's department store, Leicester, is based on research 
conducted as part of the Leicester Workers' Educational 
Association course 'Working Lives', held at Vaughan 
College, Leicester from September 2008 - March 2009. 
Like the 'Hands on History' course the previous year, which 
produced the centenary history of the Leicester WEA 
Branch, the course was intended to give students experience 
of hands-on research into historical sources, with an 
opportunity this time to research a specific occupation of 
their own choice.

Looking as a class at a range of occupations which included 
domestic service, railway workers, framework knitters and 
agricultural workers, we explored such questions as how 
and why the nature of work changed over time; how it might 
have varied from region to region; pay; working conditions 
and relations with employers; divisions between male and 
female labour; the hierarchy of occupations in different 
industries; and the development of trade unions or 
professional associations. In particular, we considered the 
sort of historical sources that could provide this information, 
and something of their bias and limitations, to enable 
students to carry out research into their chosen occupation.

It was very rewarding to see the skills that the 'Working 
Lives' students developed over the months, including the 
ability to think creatively when the information they wanted 
was not conveniently available. For example, in the absence 
of any farm records relating to the specific village that one 
student was researching, she tracked down a set of accounts

from another village nearby which was engaged in the same 
sort of agricultural activity, in order to get a sense of the 
kind of work done by women and how their pay compared 
to that of male workers. These are skills that can be turned to 
all kinds of historical research in the future.

However, Edna and Erica's research into Joseph Johnson's 
department store was a perfect example of the limitations of 
documentary sources in relation to the experience of work 
by those who actually carried it out, and how oral histories 
and personal memories can fill some of the gaps.

Histories of retailing provided a national context. The 
Census yielded some interesting information about the ages, 
gender and birthplaces of Joseph Johnson's staff. 
Biographies of Joseph Johnson and his family, the 
company's own records, advertisements and newspaper 
items all proved useful, but the day-to-day experience of 
people who worked in the store was not documented. Edna 
and Erica therefore appealed through BBC Radio Leicester 
and the 'Mr Leicester' page of the Leicester Mercury for 
former members of Joseph Johnson's staff to contact them 
with their memories of working at the store.

As their article clearly shows, this produced some 
fascinating material which adds enormously to our 
understanding of how the store operated, the conditions of 
work for its staff, and the status of shop workers, both within 
their own hierarchy and in a wider context of employment.

Cynthia Brown (Course tutor)
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Leicester Ladies Reading Society
Caroline Wessel

In 1869 John Stuart Mill, one of England's most 
influential social philosophers, published an outspoken 
treatise on The Subjection of Women, declaring that 

women should have equality with men and be entitled to the 
same rights and education. In the same year the Leicester 
Ladies Reading Society (LLRS) was formed. Nineteenth 
century written public history is dominated by male names 
in Leicester as elsewhere, so it is only due to the insight of 
the LLRS's Miss Gertrude Ellis, who in 1930 recorded its 
history and offered it to the Library of Leicester University 
College, that we are now able to glean such an intimate 
insight into the otherwise almost invisible lives, aspirations 
and minds of a group of bright young women from the 
newly-prosperous middle class of late nineteenth century 
Leicester.

Miss Edith Gittins, c.1902, artist, four times President of the 
LLRS and founder of the Leicester Women's Liberal 
Association. (With acknowledgement to S. Aucott, Women of 
Courage, Vision and Talent, 2008, p.106).

In the Victorian period there prevailed an ideology of 
'separate spheres'; men in the public, and women in the 
private or domestic sphere, a concept spawned from 
Coventry Patmore's poem of 1854, likening a woman to the 
'Angel in the House'. The LLRS met in the 'private' sphere, 
gathering fortnightly in each other's homes during the winter 
months, with a half-hour break for afternoon tea at which 
cakes might be politely handed round by small children. 
Meetings 'wove themselves into the fabric of life through 
youth and maturity, marriage and bereavement, to old 
26 ——————'

age...'. Compare this with the 'public sphere' of the all-male 
Leicestershire Book Society, whose thirty members 'of the 
Established Church' had been feasting together since at least 
1782, meeting twice a year at the time of the County Quarter 
Sessions. They would select books for their Librarian to 
purchase, and auction off their used volumes, after enjoying 
a lavish and jovial dinner, and 'a Toast to the Sovereign and 
the Librarian'.

The LLRS endured for sixty-one years, and witnessed 
several generations of Leicester women - a period which 
saw astonishing changes within society. An article in the 
Cornhill magazine of June 1873 observed that 'society is 
passing through a long and perilous transformation' 
Leicester historian, Jack Simmons, in considering the city's 
motto Semper Eadem ('Always the Same'), believed that 
'there was only one generation for whom those words were 
quite inappropriate' - that of mid-Victorian Leicester. 
However, it was women's lives that saw the greatest 'long 
and perilous transformation'. In 1869 J.S. Mill attended the 
first meeting of the London Society for Women's Suffrage, 
just as our Leicester young ladies were attending their first 
Reading Society meeting, because they 'felt the need of 
more concentrated study'.

Miss Gertrude Ellis wrote that 'the Reading Society was a 
small local development of that great stirring of life in the 
education of women which was such a feature of the second 
half of the nineteenth century. The year in which it started, 
1869, was also the year in which the 'first five' women met 
at Hitchin and formed the nucleus from which Girton and 
Newnham and the other Colleges for women developed.' 
LLRS member Isabel Ellis recalls that in 1871 her 
grandfather, that great Leicester philanthropist, Joseph Dare, 
'made an astounding announcement. After half a century 
spent in efforts to promote education, he realized that the 
education of girls was even more important than that of 
boys. Homes in which wives and mothers were unable to 
take in ideas, or to use rational judgement, never could 
become really civilized, and much of the effort spent on the 
boys was wasted.' Many of the LLRS ladies had attended 
the forward-thinking Leicester Belmont House School, 
whose headmistress in 1871 was Miss Beale, sister of the 
headmistress of Cheltenham Ladies College, whilst LLRS 
member, Clara Paul's daughter, Mary, was the first Leicester 
woman to obtain a degree, winning a BA at the University of 
London in 1891.
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LLRS member Mrs Marina (May) Peach, a committed and 
active Socialist, holding her first child in 1900. (With 
acknowledgement to S. Aucott, Women of Courage, Vision 
and Talent, 2008, p. 163).

So let us meet the young ladies themselves! Dinah Freer, in 
her paper The Dynasty-builders of Victorian Leicester, 
identifies her group as the sixty or so mostly Liberal Non- 
Conformists, recently successful in trade and commerce, 
many centred around Leicester's Unitarian Great Meeting 
chapel, who came to dominate the town's politics, industry, 
religious institutions and voluntary work, and whose new 
members 'quickly internalized the values cherished by its 
members and the expectations which shaped their 
behaviour.' The families of twenty-one LLRS members 
feature in Freer's grouping, notably those of Baines, Bolton, 
Corah, Ellis, Evans, Everard, Fielding Johnson, Gee, two 
Gimsons, Gittins, Paget, Paul, Pick, Russell, Stafford, Tyler, 
Vincent, Viccars, Whetstone and Wykes. Add to these the 
professional or artistic family membership of the LLRS, 
such as Clephan, Clarke, Elgood, Franklin, Noble, Peach, 
Rattray and Rust, and most of the principal Leicester 
families of influence are represented. The Society's 
membership list also gives a rare opportunity to acquire 
details of intermarriage within this powerful civic elite, for 
maiden names are often added in brackets. Freer identifies 
these intermarriages as an additional strengthening 
mechanism for the Leicester dynastic families. Marriage 
occurred between Clarke and Gee, Clephan and Elgood, 
Clephan and Paget, Corah and Russell, Fielding Johnson and 
Paget, Wykes and Russell, Russell and Mentor Gimson, 
Russell and Gittins, thus cementing business, social and 
family relationships.

Of the original nine members, four, the Misses Eames, were 
sisters, and Clara, Julia and Louisa Eames remained faithful 
members. The Clephan family began their long association 
with the Reading Society when Miss Jenny Clephan, 
afterwards Mrs Alfred Paget, was elected a member in 1871,

followed the next year by her sisters, Miss Mary, afterwards 
Mrs George Elgood, and Miss Annie Clephan. Miss Marian 
and Miss Constance Franklin, who ran a boys' preparatory 
school, were members for six years from 1871. Two of the 
Misses Russell joined in 1872, the younger, afterwards Mrs 
Mentor Gimson, being a most able and faithful member 
throughout the life of the society. The Misses Rust, the 
Misses Corah and the Misses Burgess, were three pairs of 
sisters who were members in the 1870s and 1880s. Mrs 
Clara Paul, who joined in 1878, made her mark at once as a 
thorough student and for twenty-five years, till her 
resignation on leaving England for Italy owing to ill health, 
supplied sound learning to the Society. Miss Edith Gittins 
was President four times in the early years of the Society. As 
an artist, she brought a special quality to the consideration of 
a subject and was a great follower of the Pre-Raphaelite 
painters. Miss Sarah Gimson was passionate about Italian art 
and its history, but her appreciation of Wordsworth and 
Lamb was also her gift to the Society. Mrs Mentor Gimson, 
three times President, had a thorough grasp and marshalling 
of historical matter, and her deep, clear voice had a great 
power of interpretation.

Reading Society Programme, /$95-99

10

ii

Introductory Paper.
The early years of Louis XIV.
The Frondes Fouquet and

Colbert.
Hotel de Rambouillet. 
Mdlle de Scudery. 
The Dutch War. 
The Huguenots. 
Corneille, Racine and

Moliere. 
Dramatic Reading from Les

Femmes Savantes. 
The poets of the XVIIth

Century.
The Court and Society. 
Bossuet, Bourdillon and

Fenelon.
The War of the Palatinate. 
The War of the Spanish Suc 

cession. 
Translations from La Bru-

yere and Sainte Beuve. 
Fontainelle and Perrault. 
Mdme de Maintenon.

Internal Condition of France 
at the death of Louis XIV. 

297

Miss Pettifor.
Mrs Mentor Gimson.

Mrs A. B. Wykes. 
Mrs J. D. Paul. 
Miss Gertrude Ellis. 
Mrs Bolton. 
Mrs Pattison. 
Mrs A. H. Paget.

Mrs Salmon. 
Miss Clephan.

Miss Gimson. 
Miss Pettifor.

Mrs Paul.

Mrs Stanion. 
Miss Harvey. 
Mrs T. Fielding

Johnson, Jr. 
Mrs Bernard Ellis.

LLRS Programme for 1898-1899. (Gertrude Ellis, A history of 
the Leicester Ladies Reading Society, Nutt & Stevens, 1930).
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In the 1870s a new freedom developed for women to move 
about outside the home, unchaperoned. So from 1874 
Leicester's horse-drawn trams must have afforded the 
'reading ladies' a greater flexibility for visiting each other's 
houses, especially Line 3, journeying up London Road to 
Victoria Park. In the early years most of the ladies lived in 
that area - at King Street, New Walk, West Walk, Regent 
Road, Victoria (now University) Road, or Salisbury Road. 
But by the 1890s some of the families had moved south of 
the Park or into the newly-fashionable Stoneygate area. And 
by 1900 another freedom utilised by LLRS ladies was the 
all-day rural cycle rides they could enjoy, as members of the 
Belmont House Society.

When reading the story of the LLRS, we can in our 
imaginations steal unnoticed through the front doors of 
members' homes. For Miss Sarah Gimson 'architecture was 
a love she shared with her well-known architect brother, Mr 
Ernest Gimson. This was reflected in her upstairs drawing- 
room looking out on to the trees of the New Walk, with its 
beautiful cabinets designed by her brother, its Morris paper 
and carpet and its fine photographs of Italian pictures on the 
wall.'...'The influence of William Morris was visible also in 
the homes of Mrs Mentor Gimson. They had a wonderful 
background of books due to the book-collecting instinct of 
her husband and his kindness often placed these books at the 
disposal of the writer of a paper.'

Regent Road home of LLRS member Mrs Clara Paul, who 
had the first wooden over-mantel in Leicester.

If the Society's meeting was in Regent Road at the home of 
Miss Annie Clephan, 'occasionally her musical gift would 
be used to illustrate that aspect of a period, either by her own 
beautiful piano playing or by enlisting the powers of her 
friends with voice and violin. We shall always remember the

meetings in the picture-lined drawing-room and the 
hospitable dining-room table around which we gathered in 
the interval.' Further insight into LLRS homes comes from 
the pen of LLRS member Mrs Isabel Ellis, who observed 
that 'Mrs Paul [Regent Road] was very proud of being the 
first in Leicester to have a wooden over-mantel in her 
drawing room - a mahogany one, very tall and very broad, 
all little shelves and little mirrors. But Miss Edith Gittins 
across the road [Salisbury Road] had a blue carpet in her 
drawing room; red carpets we knew and green carpets we 
knew, but not blue; people came miles to see it.'

Miss Edith Gittins' house, Salisbury Road, Leicester. Home 
of the blue carpet in the drawing room.

From Mrs Ellis's writings, we can also glimpse what our 
ladies might have been wearing to meetings - for 'in the 
1860s they would possess three dresses...two hats, for best 
and everyday; white cotton stockings for usual wear, and - if 
they were fortunate one or two pairs of silk stockings for 
balls. Underclothing was made of serviceable white calico, 
trimmed with tucks and white embroidery; red flannel 
petticoats were a matter of course... Ladies wore collars and 
cuffs of starched white linen, the cuffs being reversible and 
this gives a strong 'moral support' to the wearer.'

The LLRS document relates that 'when in 1873 Professor 
Henry Morley's University Extension Lectures brought fresh 
stimulus to serious study in Leicester, we see this reflected 
in the programmes of .. .1873/4'. The Leicester Chronicle of 
21st June 1873 reported a conference that took place in 
Leicester 'in promotion of a project...for extending the 
advantages of university education to the working and 
middle classes of this county.' Authorised academics were 
to conduct classes and deliver lectures in Political Economy, 
English Literature, Force and Motion, Astronomy, and
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Physical Geography. The very last sentence of this long two- 
column newspaper report stated that 'it was agreed that 
women should not be excluded from the advantages of the 
guild.' A little later the Chronicle reported again on the 
Extension of University Education in Leicester, stating that 
'some ladies had engaged a university lecturer to deliver 
lectures to them. They were a great success and afforded 
amusement and instruction to more than 100 ladies.' The 
first course arranged by the Leicester Extension Society was 
advertised as 'a Course of Ten Lectures to Ladies on English 
Thought under the Tudors', given at the Town Museum on 
Fridays at 11.00 am by Henry Morley, Professor of History 
and English Literature at London University, and attended 
by the wives and daughters of the leading business and 
professional men of the town.' Clearly the LLRS ladies had 
been effective in initiating their own programme of higher 
education.

BOOKS.
tCambridge Modern History ... 
{Cambridge History of English Literature 
tEighteenth Century Literature - - Gosse 
England and the British Empire, Vol. HI. Innes 

tEngland under the Hanoverians Grant Robertson 
tSocial England - Traill 
tEnglish Men of Letters Series ... 
fTwelve English Statesmen Series —

*Walpole - Morley 
Chatham ... Morley

*Pitt - - Rosebery 
tFour Georges - - Thackeray

*tEnglish Humourists - ^ - Thackeray
* Age of Pope - - John Dennis

Age of Johnson ... Seccombe
tHistory of English Poetry, Vol. V. Courthofte
tEngland in the Eighteenth Century Leckv

tPermanent Library. 
*Free Library.

Reading list for one LLRS season, indicating where the 
books were available. (Gertrude Ellis, A history of the 
Leicester Ladies Reading Society, Nutt & Stevens, 1930).

A sample programme for one LLRS season includes a 
reading list whose books are asterisked to indicate whether 
they were available at the Leicester Permanent Library, or 
the Free Library. The Permanent Library in Granby Street 
was chaired by LLRS member, Clara Paul's husband, and
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boasted 14,000 volumes. It included standard works on 
English language, histories, biographies, travel, works of 
fiction, poems, dramatic works, illustrated books, works on 
art, science and county history. Non-shareholders had to pay 
a subscription of one guinea, but in 1870 the town opened its 
first free library, a cause ardently supported by Mrs Mentor 
Gimson's husband. The Free Library stocked a wide range 
of reference material, newspapers and magazines, and had a 
special space railed off for ladies.

Here the LLRS ladies would no doubt have pored over 
volumes concerning their topic chosen for that year. A 
president and secretary were selected to oversee it, and 
members contributed their own papers during the ten or 
eleven fortnightly meetings. Over the sixty-year period the 
subjects studied included history, philosophy, mythology, 
Greek and Roman civilisations, art and foreign countries, 
whilst literature and poetry topics explored the works of 
Milton, Dante, Browning, Goethe, and Romantic and Celtic 
literature. For the first forty years novels were not read, for 
in the Victorian era the middle classes considered them to be 
immoral, and liable to inflame unsuitable desires in the 
'Angel in the House'. It was not until after World War I that 
members started studying contemporary and living authors, 
but, tantalisingly, there is no indication as to whether this 
included the 'forbidden' novel. Sometimes Shakespearean 
part-readings occupied the second half of the LLRS 
afternoon, an activity that no doubt reminded Mrs Isabel 
Ellis of her grandfather, Joseph Dare's great love of 
Shakespeare and the highly popular Shakespeare readings 
that he had instituted at All Saints church.

Inevitably some ladies of the group compared their own 
abilities unfavourably with the more intellectual members. 
Mrs Astley (Poppy) Clarke, who joined in 1908, was, 
according to her daughter, 'no intellectual and compared to 
the erudite Ellis, Evans, Sloane and Clephans woefully ill- 
informed and uneducated. It says much for her character that 
she listened to such lectures as "Plato and Aristotle" and 
"Renaissance in France", and contributed herself to "Celtic 
Literature". She told me she was terrified on these occasions 
though no doubt the research and reading did much to train 
her mind.' Needless to say, it was Poppy's husband who first 
mooted the idea of a university college for Leicester, whose 
first students were mainly women.

And so there were the joys, pains and sheer hard work of 
producing the 'paper'. Often it was undertaken under 
circumstances of great difficulty, as most members were 
busy wives and mothers of young children. One member 
wrote 'I cannot express all the Reading Society has meant in 
my life. A busy mother for many years is sorely tempted to 
put aside any absorbing interests of her own because they 
seem to clash with the crowding, practical claims on her 
time and strength. Again and again I have felt absolutely
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wicked at leaving my family for hours together. But as the 
years have gone on I have realised that it has been thanks to 
the compulsory reading that I have been able to keep in 
touch, intellectually, with husband and children.'

Miss Annie Clephan, c. 1924, one of the first governors of the 
Leicester School Board, and active in the National Union of 
Women Workers. (With acknowledgement to S. Aucott, 
Women of Courage, Vision and Talent, 2008, p. 106).

This compulsory reading and study doubtless assisted 
greatly in stimulating and empowering the LLRS ladies to 
considerable achievement outside their 'private sphere', 
making them pioneers in previously male-dominated fields, 
and developing in them qualities of concentration, focus, 
critical awareness, public speaking, and self-assurance. By 
the late nineteenth century a number of them had abandoned 
their 'Angel in the House' identity and successfully engaged 
with the 'public sphere'. Edith Gittins founded the Leicester 
Women's Liberal Association (LWLA) and was the leading 
light of the Leicester Kyrle Society and the Leicester 
Women's Suffrage Society (LWSS). Annie Clephan was a 
President of LWLA, one of the first governors of the 
Leicester School Board, and was active in the National 
Union of Women Workers (NUWW). Unusually for her 
time, she had also undertaken extensive travels in India. 
Clara Paul, was a gifted artist, and besides excelling in 
dressmaking, cookery and gardening, knew much about 
Turner, Morris, Browning, Bach, Plato and Dante. Marina 
(May) Peach was a committed and active Socialist, who 
helped establish the Women's Labour League in Leicester. 
She was also active in the LWSS, the NUWW, the Leicester 
Health Society, and was one of the few women to serve on 
the Infirmary Board. Some LLRS ladies successfully 
combined the traditional female role with their own 
interests. Mary Elgood spent the summers in Italy with her 
artist husband, but was in her own right an expert on art,

costume history and gardens, whilst Florence Fielding- 
Johnson assisted her husband in his high-powered career and 
in the running of their Goscote Hall estate, but had travelled 
widely abroad before her marriage, studying art and music.

England in the Eighteenth Century.

I. Oct. 7.
Introduction to Georgian Period Mrs. A. B. Wykes

II. Oct. 21.
Addison and Steele 
Pope

III. NOV. 4.

Mrs. H. H. Peach 
Mrs. C. C. Elliott

Walpole and his times 
Defoe and Swift

IV. Nov. 18.
Prior, Gay, Thompson 
Memoirs and Letter Writers

V. Dec. 2.
The Great Novelists

VI. Dec. 16.
Johnson and Boswell 
The English in India

VII. Jan. 27.
The Dramatists

VIII. Feb. 10.
Chatham and Pitt 
Religious Revival

I.. Feb. 24.
Industrial Revolution 
Gibbon

.. March 10.
Political Writers Burke. Arlarn Smith Mrs. Pagret 
Collins, Gray. BUTHH Mrs. Astley Clarke

.I. March 24.
Poets of Transition Crubbe. Blake Miss Vincent

Mrs. Stanion 
Mrs. Pick

Miss N. Gimson 
Miss Gertrude Ellis

Mra. Bernard Ellis

Miss Ready 
Mrs. F. F'osbrooke

Miss CIcpha

Mrs. J. M. Gimson 
Mrs. W. A. Clarke

Mrs. Rattray 
Mrs. H. Gimson

LLRS Programme England in the Eighteenth Century. 
(Gertrude Ellis, A history of the Leicester Ladies Reading 
Society, Nutt & Stevens, 1930).

Miss Beale, headmistress of Leicester's Belmont House 
School, described that institution as 'a fruitful source of 
strength and happiness [which] prepares women to enter 
with more profit to all upon those wide fields of usefulness 
now open and opening to them.' The same could most 
emphatically be said of the Leicester Ladies Reading 
Society. It enriched the lives of its members, whose 
concentrated studies and animated discussion inspired and 
motivated them to expand their lives beyond the domestic 
sphere. As a result, they also contributed much to their 
community in a period of tremendous change - in Leicester, 
in society, and in the role of women.

Sources:
1. Gertrude Ellis, A History of the Leicester Ladies Reading 
Society 1869-1930, (Nutt & Stevens, 1932).
2. Dinah Freer, 'The Dynasty-builders of Victorian 
Leicester', TLAHS, 53 (1977-8), 42-54.
3. Edith Gittins, In Memory 1845-1910, (1921).
4. S. Aucott, Women of Courage, Vision and Talent: Lives in 
Leicester 1780 to 1925, (S. Aucott, 2008).
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John Martin: Quarry Manager and talented 
Leicestershire Topographical Artist

David Ramsey

John Martin received his early education at Sir John 
Moore's Grammar School, Appleby Parva, 
Leicestershire. His arrival there as a five-year-old is 

recorded in the school register as 15th April 1820 where he 
joined his brothers William and Robert, both aged eleven, 
who had been entered in the same register some two years 
earlier. The boys were boarded, and travelled to Appleby 
sharing one pony - walk and ride, tether and take - from their 
home at Stewards Hay, close to Markfield.

The boys' father, William Martin senior, had become the 
Earl of Stamford's Land Agent in 1808, moving to the 
Bradgate Estate headquarters at Stewards Hay, a 'modest' 
house with a collection of outbuildings which at this time 
stood in its own park-like grounds of some 82 acres where 
deer frequently roamed. (1)

The Sir John Moore's boys all received a classical education 
of Latin, Greek and English along with an introduction to 
modern languages which the Governors considered 
advantageous. Also on the curriculum were Mathematics, 
Mechanics and the Physical Sciences as preparation for later 
professional pursuits in industrial arts and business. 
Additionally the school provided a commercial course in 
calligraphy and accountancy. (2)

At the age of eighteen in 1832, John joined his father to help 
administer the expanding Bradgate Estate. The Leicester and 
Swannington Railway opened as John joined. A new 
commercial venture for the Earl of Stamford was the 
preparation of granite and slate materials from the estate 
quarries at Groby, for sale to John McAdam who was at this 
time in charge of the new road network being built for 
London.

John's task included ensuring the crushed stone arrived at 
the various canal holding depots such as Stratford and 
Paddington. This was no easy task for an eighteen-year-old, 
especially given the introduction of the new methods of 
transport to handle the delivery. The stone had first to be 
moved to Glenfield using the new horse-drawn Groby 
Granite Railway which Robert Stephenson had engineered, 
and which had come into use at the end of 1831. The stone 
then needed to be transferred to a siding before the wagons 
would be taken on to West Bridge in Leicester by the 
Leicester and Swannington Railway locomotives. Finally the

stone was to be unloaded into canal barges which would 
then be despatched to the holding depots.

Everything about railways and the logistics of moving loads 
by canal was new and untried by John and his father. John's 
acquaintance with George and Robert Stephenson and 
McAdam took place through his father within the first few 
months of his engagement. William Martin and the Earl of 
Stamford had first met George Stephenson at the opening of 
the Liverpool and Manchester Railway in 1825 and often 
sought his advice thereafter.

By the winter of 1837 we hear of good progress with the 
venture through an extant letter reporting that 'John Martin 
is busy keeping his men, upwards of one hundred, hard at 
work in preparation for the most exhaustive operations as 
soon as the (frozen) canals open'. Later that spring William 
Martin further reported that 'John now has twelve pairs of 
boats in full work carrying stone to London, exclusive of his 
county trade.'

However William's optimism of 1837 would change to 
despair when news came that the Midland Counties Railway 
(Nottingham, Derby via Leicester to Rugby) were putting 
their line through the eastern side of Leicestershire, very 
close to the Mountsorrel Granite Company. This new line 
with a link at Rugby would endanger the sales of Groby 
crushed stone, since Mountsorrel would be able to offer a 
direct and therefore much faster link to London without the 
need to use the canal system at all, and enabling orders to be 
despatched within hours of receiving same.

Meanwhile, Groby remained isolated and reliant on the 
heavily congested canal system from West Bridge to 
London; a distance of only one hundred miles, yet a journey 
which could take up to three weeks. By 1843 orders for 
Groby stone had been reduced to a mere trickle, these now 
being mainly small stone orders from within Leicestershire 
which were largely from parish road surveyors wishing to 
fill holes in the highway. Lord Stamford terminated his 
direct interest in the running of the quarries at this time, 
whilst the Groby rails were also lifted. (3)

During the period 1840-1843, as the Groby quarries became 
less demanding on John's time, his sketching and painting 
activities in and around the Bradgate area of Leicestershire 
seem to have became an almost daily activity. (4)
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Sketches in Bradgate Park 
and Charnwood Forest, by J. 
Martin Esqre, cover. (With 
acknowledgement to the 
Robert Martin Collection).

It was an interest in which John was joined by the young 
George Harry Grey, the future 7th Earl of Stamford, twelve 
years his junior, and a very keen artist. The two became 
close friends, with the future Earl lodging for long periods at 
Stewards Hay.

John Martin made numerous paintings, pencil, pastel and 
crayon sketches of scenes and local people in the area 
around Bradgate Park. Some of John's work was of such 
high quality that both the 6th and 7th Earls of Stamford 
urged John to have engravings made so that prints might be 
made for sale to the general public. (5)

Sketches of Deer in Bradgate Park 
by 'An Amateur' (John Martin), 
cover. (With acknowledgement to 
the Robert Martin Collection).
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John's output from this period included the publication of 
two collections of twelve drawings: Sketches of Deer in 
Bradgate Park and Sketches in Bradgate Park and 
Charnwood Forest. Both volumes were published by F. G. 
Moon, 20 Threadneedle Street, and J.G. & T.C. Brown of 
the Bible and Crown, Market Place, Leicester. The 
published sketches measure 21" x 15". Unfortunately the 
sets seen by the author so far are very heavily water marked 
and their remaining contents comprise less than a dozen.
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John Martin, The Old Mill, 
Bradgate Park, 1841. 
(Reproduced by permission 
of Collections Resources 
Centre, Barrow-upon-Soar).

Martin, Cottages at 
Newton Linford, (?; 7847. 
(Reproduced by permission of 
Collections Resources Centre, 
Barrow-upon-Soar).
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In 1844, John Martin took over the lease of the Mountsorrel 
Granite quarries, although his daily involvement with the 
running of Mountsorrel Granite Quarry remains somewhat 
vague. His father died in 1850, and we know that John then 
moved to Pool House, Groby, leasing the house from the 
Bradgate Estate. John stayed there until his marriage to 
Augusta Louise Hopkins in 1852 when he moved to 
Whatton House, at Long Whatton, near Kegworth, having 
bought this to be their family home. Augusta was eighteen 
and John thirty-seven. John and Augusta had six children at 
Whatton House before John's unexpected death aged 49 in 
1864, just one year after he had served as High Sheriff for 
Leicestershire. (6)

As for John's artistic work, his will shows that his 
collection of paintings, pictures, engravings and 
books were left at the time to his brother the 
Reverend Robert Martin of Anstey Pastures and the 
Reverend Henry Charles Close of Breedon-on-the- 
Hill. (7)

Whilst I have been able to locate some of John's 
work, a few examples of which have been 
reproduced for this article, I am keen to locate further 
examples and would be pleased to hear from readers 
who may know of the present whereabouts of his 
bequests, or of further copies of the two folios of 
sketches made in Bradgate and Charnwood Forest.

A further point of interest is the resemblance in style 
which has been observed between the work of John 
Martin and contemporary Leicestershire 
topographical artist John Flower. Both artists visited 
Bradgate Park during the same period (c 1825-1860) 
and chose similar scenes and landmarks to record, 
although as far as is currently known, there is no 
evidence to suggest that the two artists met.

Acknowledgements:

To Robert Martin for his time in a particularly busy 
schedule and for assembling his collection of 
material on John Martin for the author. The main 
sources used for John Martin the artist are Robert 
Martin's collection of prints, Sketches of Deer in 
Bradgate Park, and Sketches of Bradgate Park and 
Charnwood Forest. To Fred Hartley (Curator, 
Working Life Collection).

John Martin, Gate in Park wall, 1842. 
(Reproduced by permission of Collections 
Resources Centre, Barrow-upon-Soar).

References and Notes:

(1) When the Earl of Stamford became Master of the Quorn 
hunt in 1856 the Stewards Hay buildings were demolished 
and the second Bradgate House erected in their place.
(2) Richard Dunmore, This Noble Foundation - A History of 
the Sir John Moore School at Appleby Magna in 
Leicestershire, (Sir John Moore Foundation, 1992).
(3) David Ramsey, Groby and its Railways, (T.E.E. 
Publishing, 1982).
(4) David Ramsey, The Surnames, Occupations and early 
working practices within the Bradgate Area of 
Leicestershire 1296 - 1890, (Bradgate Books, 2003). See 
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(5) Copies of these two volumes of John Martin's work 
have also been located at the V & A, and at Durham 
University.
(6) ROLLR: QS/86/30.
(7)ROLLR:P634/1864.

For further reading, see also Edward Turner, Robert 
Martin of the Brand, (Leicestershire Libraries & 
Information, 1985).

John Martin, artist of Leicestershire (1815-1864) tends to 
be overshadowed by John Martin, artist (1789-1854) of 
Hexham, Northumberland and information via computer 
search engines can be confusing.
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John Martin, Avenue of 
chestnuts and Bradgate 
ruins with stables, c.1845. 
(Enville Hall Collection).

Martin, Ulverscroft Priory, 1841. (Reproduced by permission of Collections Resources 
Centre, Barrow-upon-Soar).
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Dr Elias Travers DD Rector of Thurcaston
cum Cropston

Margaret Greiff

F or some 350 years, all that the Leicestershire village 
of Thurcaston has remembered about Elias Travers, 
Rector of Thurcaston from 1621 to 1641, has been a 

broken headstone bearing part of his name and the date 
1641. However, recent research has shown that it is possible 
to recover a great deal of information about his family, his 
life and career in the Church of England and even something 
of the character of the man himself. Furthermore, the chance 
discovery of a marginal note on a document held at the 
Record Office for Leicestershire, Leicester and Rutland has 
thrown new light on the question of whether his headstone is 
the earliest known example of a slate headstone in 
Leicestershire. (1)

Dr Elias Travers' headstone, now inside All Saints Church, 
Thurcaston.

The document in question (2) dates from 1633 and concerns 
a legal case in which Dr Travers sought to codify what 
enclosures had taken place and to clarify exactly what tithes 
were due to the living. Being something of a 'foundation' 
document (Dr Travers was the first to be appointed to the

living by Emmanuel College, Cambridge), the legal paper is 
graced with numerous of his own annotations, and with 
notes written in the hands of his successors Robert 
Alfounder (Rector 1668-1701) and Richard Hill (Rector 
1701-1732).

The note in the hand of Richard Hill is dated 1713 and reads: 
'Yr Dr was a good man. Mr Alfounder I am told had a good 
opinion of him and took care to find out his grave and set 
him up a grave stone. The memory of ye just is Blessed'. 
The setting up of the stone could not, therefore, have been 
before 1668 and very probably took place some years later 
than this, once Mr Alfounder had settled into the parish.

The same document also makes it clear that Dr Travers had 
been appointed to the parish in 1621, not in 1628 as is 
shown on the list of Rectors displayed in the church. 
Intrigued by this discrepancy and wondering what else could 
be discovered, I found myself drawn into researching more 
about Elias Travers, his family, his career and his activities 
when at Thurcaston. (3)

The Travers family and Elias' life at Cambridge

Elias was born c.1581 to John and Alice Travers who had 
married in Exeter in 1580. Elias' younger brothers Samuel, 
John and Walter and his sisters Susan, Elizabeth and Anne 
followed between 1583 and 1593. His father John was the 
son of Walter Travers, a moderately wealthy goldsmith of 
Nottingham, and his mother Alice came from a particularly 
renowned Exeter family, the Hookers. Her father, John 
(Vowell) Hooker was the Chamberlain of Exeter. Her cousin 
Richard Hooker and her husband's brother Walter were very 
well-known rival preachers in London at the Temple Church 
in the 1580s. Elias' association with his uncle Walter 
appears to have been life-long as he was Walter's executor 
after his death in 1634.

The family was strongly Puritan. Elias' father, at least four 
of his uncles, his three brothers, two nephews and one great- 
nephew all took Holy Orders and most feature in accounts of 
Puritan dissention, several being removed from their 
parishes for their beliefs. Elias took his BA, MA, BD and 
DD at Emmanuel College, Cambridge, where he was elected 
a fellow in 1604/5. The College was generally regarded as a 
Puritan institution and was organised on the lines of a 
seminary. Fellows had to understand theirs was not a
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position for life; they were expected to go out 'to convert all 
England'.

While studying for his Doctorate, Elias was tutor to several 
young men of good families, including one Thomas Knyvett. 
In a famous collection of papers known as the Egerton 
Manuscripts we can read in a lively exchange of letters how 
irksome this task was, as Elias writes to Thomas 7 
grandmother to complain that his student's allowance was 
too small, saying 'I cannot as yo r La: sees by many 
experiences, bring the two ends together'. A recently 
discovered poem dedicated to Dr Travers was written by 
another of his students, Mildmay Fane, 2nd Earl of 
Westmorland.

While still at Cambridge, on the death of his father in 1620 
Dr Travers was presented to his father's living of Farindon 
in Devon, but he resigned it early in 1622. In 1621 he was 
also presented to the more lucrative living of Thurcaston 
cum Cropston that had been gifted to Emmanuel College by 
Sir Francis Walsingham but he does not appear to have 
taken up his duties there until 1628.

Despite a few contretemps in Cambridge (he was apparently 
'addicted to the weed'- i.e. tobacco and student songs 
spoke of his 'wenching'), it was widely expected in 1622 
that Dr Travers would become the next Master of 
Emmanuel. However in a secret (and unconstitutional) 
election he was passed over in favour of a Dr Preston. It has 
been suggested that Dr Preston was elected because the 
other Fellows wished to soften the College's image as a 
Puritan establishment.

Dr Travers' religious views

Does his failure to be elected Master of Emmanuel mean 
Travers was seen as too radical a Puritan? It is possible. The 
only objective information we have about Dr Travers' 
behaviour in the parish of Thurcaston comes from the 
Ecclesiastical Court records. It seems that sometime before 
1633 he was taken to task on three counts:

Not wearing the surplice
Not reading services on Holy Days
Holding services at unseasonable times.

Leicestershire Historian 2009
Of these, the first was certainly an indication of puritan 
sympathies. We do not know the outcome of the charges for 
sure, but a later Rector left an annotation: 'the Doctor was 
once suspended'. We do know that Thurcaston was not 
listed at that time among the parishes with a major body of 
Puritan dissent expressing itself in open non-conformity.

However, we can discern something of Dr Travers' personal 
views on religion from a revealing document of c. 1634, 
found in the Rectory many years after his death. It is in his 
own hand and is a Subscription, a statement the clergy were 
required to make individually with regard to the Book of 
Common Prayer i.e. that it 'contains nothing contrary to the 
word of God'. (4) The document is significant because Dr 
Travers compromises, accepting the Book of Common 
Prayer but strenuously recording his decidedly puritan 
objections to the wearing of the surplice, the use of the cross 
in baptism, the 'interrogation' of infants at baptism and 
kneeling to receive communion - all matters on which the 
puritan elements among the clergy disagreed with the 
English church.

We can imagine, therefore, that All Saints Church at 
Thurcaston looked very different from the way it does today. 
Instead of the altar, a wooden communion table would have 
been placed in the centre of the church. In all probability any 
coloured glass there had been in the windows in the previous 
century had already gone, as had the altar screen (now 
brought back into the church, but placed at the east end of 
the north aisle instead of dividing the nave from the 
chancel). Since later Rectors speak of plastering and 
whitening the walls, we can imagine that in Dr Travers' day, 
the stone walls were bare.

No doubt when he was taking the service, the villagers heard 
a long sermon, which with his experience at Emmanuel 
would have been erudite, but apt. He had after all been 
trained for parish work. Sermons were the mainstay of the 
puritan service. The puritan clergy had been forbidden to use 
the pulpit - or publications - to make known their views. 
Instructions had been issued in 1622 that preachers should 
keep strictly to their texts, that the afternoon sermons should 
deal only with some part of the catechism, a text from the 
Creed, the Ten Commandments or the Lord's Prayer.

From Dr Travers' Subscription. (Reproduced by permission of ROLLR, location mark DE 1416/108). Note the italic style of 
handwriting only just coming into use in the early 17th century.
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His congregation and others would learn of his desire for the 
Bible to be more widely read. In his Will there are three 
bequests linked to Bibles:

To the poore of the parish of Thurcaston soe many
newe Bibles with the Common Prayer as my Executor
shall think meete...
To the poore of Mountsorrell fyftie of the like Bibles
with the Common Prayer.
To the poor of the Borough of Leicester twenty of the
like Bibles... (distributed to the inmates of William
Wyggstone's Hospital) yearly and every yeare during
the space of twenty years next after my decease.

Dr Trovers and the Old Town Hall Library, Leicester

Dr Travers was also involved in helping to build up the 
collection of books for Leicester's first town library. 
Originally set up by the town's early Puritans, its initial 
upkeep was undertaken by both the Church and Borough 
authorities, but by 1632 the library was managed solely by 
the Corporation of Leicester. The Bishop of Lincoln, John 
Williams (later Archbishop of York) promoted the 
acquisition of books for the library and in 1633/1634 he 
wrote to Dr Travers requesting him to use his efforts to 
solicit the aid of the Clergy in their respective Deaneries. 
The details are given in the The Old Town Hall Library of 
Leicester and it is suggested that Dr Travers was probably 
the Bishop's Commissary or Official for the Archdeaconry. 
(5) No doubt, the Bishop would have appreciated the solid 
theological and academic background of the Rector of 
Thurcaston.
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Thurcaston church, from John Nichols The History and 
Antiquities of the County of Leicester vol 3, part 2, 1804, 
reprinted 1971.

Dr Travers' life at Thurcaston

We do not know how much time Dr Travers spent in 
Thurcaston, but he certainly did live for some time in the 
Parsonage. This house, in private hands since the 1920s and 
now known as 'The Grange' had always been the Rectory. 
In 1638, Dr Travers was required to submit to the Diocese 
an account of the assets of the parsonage. This is part of 
what was included:

1) The parsonage house, hall, parler all containing 8 
bays of building, stable, kiln, hay barne, 2 bays 
apiece: corne barn 5 bays, dove coat 2 bays, gardens, 
orchards, backsides and crofts lying around about the 
house combining by estimation 5 acres.
2) Two tenements with the crofts, orchards, 
backsides, 3 roods next adjoining to the parsonage 
lying between it and the church.
3) Three houses at Ansty one 6 bays the other 2: 2 
bays apiece bordering upon the chapel yard of Ansty.
4) A pasture close adjoining to the parsonage house 
12 acres.
5) A pasture half a mile off (called Bybrooke Close) 
20 or 30 acres.

It would seem that either he did not spend enough time in 
the house to be motivated to improve it, or he was content to 
put up with a rather basic dwelling that his successors felt 
the need to repair and enlarge. In his Will he bequeaths his 
successor a debt of £20 owing to him and trusts he will take 
this as a contribution to the 'dilapidations' of the parsonage 
and not seek more from the Executor.

Dr Travers "Will

This contains some personal touches. As well as the 
bequests mentioned above, and directing that five pounds 
should be distributed among the poor of Thurcaston on the 
day of his funeral and forty shillings similarly distributed to 
the poor of Mountsorrel on that day, he made a number of 
bequests to members of his family:

'the brazen watch with the alarum which hangeth in
my chamber' was left to his brother Samuel,
the silver watch he left to his sister Ann,
the mathematic instruments, listed as 'quadrant,
sector, compasses and astrolabe of brasse' were for
his brother Walter,
his cloth gown, was left to Mr Richard Richardson of
Leicester,
the 'Hebrewe Bible and Greek Testament bound
together, and my gould ring' were for his brother
John as well as 'the King of Spaines Bibles in eight
volumes',
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Thomas Travers, son of his brother Samuel, was to 
receive one parcel of books, packed up according to a 
list already prepared (these were somewhat 'heavy' 
tomes in Greek and Latin).

The Will makes it clear that Dr Travers was a man of some 
means, much of which had been inherited wealth both from 
his father and his uncle Walter. Additionally, he left £1,000 
to redeem an 'impropriation or appropriate church in the 
kingdom of Ireland' to restore it and endow it in perpetuity 
so it would have a Minister. An 'impropriated' church was 
one that had been taken into lay hands - no doubt during the 
religious unrest in Ireland, although we have no idea which 
church was actually chosen.

It is good that Dr Travers' headstone is still to be seen in 
Thurcaston. Though some remember it still in the graveyard 
near the Chancel, it is now inside the Church for protection. 
Thanks to the abundant material available at the Record 
Office at Wigston and elsewhere, it has been possible to
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bring back to memory something of this 'good man' who 
competently regularized the affairs of the parish and 
earnestly sought to care for the souls of the parishioners.
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'The Grange' Thurcaston taken from the air in the 1950s. (Photograph courtesy of Miss Zoe Byford).
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Hallaton adapts
Bob Trubshaw

'O n Easter Monday in every year a procession is 
formed in the following order:

'Two men abreast, carrying sacks full of hare pies. 
'Three men abreast, carrying aloft a bottle each, two of 
which are filled with beer and the third is a wooden dummy. 
'A hare (if it can be procured) in a sitting posture, mounted 
on top of a pole.

'The procession was also 
formerly accompanied by a 
man carrying a sack full of 
bread, which he threw out to 
be caught by the company.

'This little troop, followed 
by the townspeople and a 
band of music, marches to 
an ancient earthwork about a 
quarter of a mile south of the 
town, consisting of a small 
oblong bank with a narrow 
trench round it and a circular 
hole in the centre. This is 
known as 'Hare-pie Bank'. 
The pies are here tumbled 
out of the sacks and 
scrambled for by the crowd. 
Then begins the well-known 
'Hallaton Bottle-Kicking'. 
The bottles containing the 
beer are first thrown into the 
circular hollow, and then the 
dummy bottle, for which all 
scramble, and the men of 
Medbourne or other 
villagers try to wrest it from 
the Hallatonians' grasp, and 
try to force it over the brook 
which forms the parish 
boundary.'

though something similar had been taking place for at least a 
century by then.

As the rather long-winded name suggests, this event may 
have originated as two distinct customs brought together on 
the same day sometime in the nineteenth century.

The Bottle Kicking has its nearest equivalents in the Shrove 
Tuesday 'street football' that was once widespread, but most

likely because of the 
mayhem associated 
with such antics, now 
survives only in the
Midlands
Ashbourne
Atherstone.

at 
and

Pie

This is how Charles Billson described what he saw on Easter 
Monday in 1895 - providing the first detailed description of 
the Hallaton Bottle Kicking and Hare Pie Scramble, even

The Hare 
Scramble however 
has no close parallels 
in Britain and its 
origins have been lost 
in the mists of time 
before historians and 
folklorists began to 
take an interest. 
Various theories and 
suggestions have 
however been put 
forward. Local 
tradition holds that 
the custom relates to 
the rental of a piece of 
land, known as 'Hare 
Crop Leys' which 
was bequeathed to the 
rector, probably in the 
eighteenth century, on 
condition that he and 
his successors 
provided 'two hare 
pies, a quantity of ale, 

and two dozen penny loaves' to be scrambled for on each 
Easter Monday at Hare Pie Bank. After the enclosure of 
1771 another field was substituted for Hare Crop Leys, but 
Hare Pie Bank remains the same.

The hare pie procession approaching the churchyard, 1999.
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According to the research of Graham Jones, Hare Pie Bank 
is possibly on the site of a Iron Age shrine and a medieval 
chapel to St Morrel. This suggests that the Hare Pie 
Scramble could be the successor to a pre-Reformation 
annual 'dole' to the poor. Certainly the choice of Easter 
Monday - a date that varies from year to year - for the 
payment of rent suggests that there is a 'borrowing' for an 
earlier, non-rental, custom. Traditionally rents - even 
'pepper corn' ones - fall due on the fixed Quarter Days such 
as Lady Day or Michaelmas. In 1790 the rector of Hallaton 
attempted to suppress the ceremony but on the walls he 
found chalked the slogan 'No pie, no parson and a job for 
the glazier.' The custom continued.

During the late eighteenth and throughout the nineteenth 
centuries such rowdy popular customs as Shrove Tuesday 
street football were widely discouraged or banned. My 
suspicion is that Hallaton's Bottle Kicking was a Shrovetide 
custom that was eventually banned by 'the authorities' - but 
as a result, the participants simply resurrected the custom as 
part of the Easter Monday Hare Pie Scramble. There is no 
direct evidence but the continuing tradition of two separate 
processions on Easter Monday strongly suggests two distinct 
'origins'. If so, then this merging of two hitherto-separate 
customs would have happened sometime during the 
nineteenth century.

Easter Monday 1989

Traditionally the pie and ale was collected from the Rectory 
at 3 p.m., but this too has changed. My first opportunity to 
get to Hallaton for the event was in 1989. At the appointed 
time, 1.45 p.m., a procession formed outside the Royal Oak 
public house (since closed and converted to a house) 
comprising the Air Training Corps band, then three sturdy 
lads holding aloft the three wooden casks or 'bottles'. Right
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up in the front were two young women carrying a large pie 
between them.

They and the large crowd following set off towards the 
churchyard, to be received by the parson. At this point the 
grey clouds turned to light rain. 'The eighth year running it 
has rained while the vicar blesses the pie', noted a local. 
After a simple ceremony the Hare Pie was cut and eager 
hands reached out to grab small portions. The meat was 
indeed hare (although mutton, veal or bacon has often been 
substituted), mixed with potatoes and vegetables. Some of 
the pie was placed in the bottom of a sack and saved for later 
on in the day's proceedings.

The rain ceased and everyone moved over to the village 
green where, at the base of the village cross, the parson 
'decorated the bottles', that is, tied red, white and blue 
ribbon around the wooden casks. This caused a little 
difficulty, but was eventually completed. Most people went 
off to the pubs again. After time for another pint or three and 
a bit of cheering and chanting, the ATC band reformed 
outside The Fox (the pub furthest from the centre of the 
village) and the three serious-looking lads carrying the 
bottles lead the procession right through the village and out 
along one of the lanes until the gate to the field known as 
Hare Pie Bank was reached.

In the following crowd many of the young lads were dressed 
in rugby shirts, old jeans and heavy boots. At the Hare Pie 
Bank the almost non-existent rules were announced and the 
remains of the hare pie taken from the sack and scattered in 
the air over the crowd. The dummy bottle which is played 
for (the other two are full and saved to be awarded to the 
winners) was thrown in the air three times and when it 
touched the ground the third time, a free-for-all scramble 
commenced.

Leading the hare pie procession, 1989.
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The aim is for the Hallatonians to carry the bottle about two 
hundred yards down the hill and across the ditch, or for the 
neighbouring villagers from Medboume to carry the bottle 
several fields away in the other direction. The distances 
involved are quite unequal, but traditionally the Medbourne 
side is supported by all comers.

Decorating the bottles, 1989.

dictates, the first drink was taken by the captain of the 
winning team and then the contents of the 'bottles' shared 
by both teams.

Evolution and adaptation

In many respects what happened in 1989 is typical of what 
had happened for many years. Everything stays mainly the 
same - but that does not mean the details do not slowly 
evolve and adapt to changing circumstances.

The hare pie is no longer paid for by the rector, but from 
funds raised by the Bottle Kicking committee, which has 
been led since the 1980s by Phillip Allan. His wife, Julie, 
makes the hare pie. Previously, for about twenty years in the 
1960s and 70s the pie was made by Mrs Edith Payne, who 
died in 1983 at the age of 91.

Mrs Payne would have known George Fowls, the village 
coalman born in 1915. According to a magazine article 
published in 1965, George had by then been 'kicking for 
Hallaton' for 31 years. He took a leading role in organising 
the event in the 1960s.

The scrum of twenty or thirty heavily-built lads took the 
contest seriously and what ensued made rugby look effete. 
How the two sides identified each other was entirely unclear, 
but such ambiguity probably contributed little to the general 
confusion as presumably the players knew who was from 
Hallaton and who was not. Every so often the bottle broke 
loose and the scrum rapidly ran after it, scattering the 
surrounding crowd, allowing breathless, bruised and 
sometimes bloodied combatants to sprawl on the ground and 
recover.

The previous preoccupation with prodigious beer 
consumption was probably an essential part of team tactics. 
Not only would no sober person enter such an affray but, to 
some extent, the alcohol would have a medicinal effect in 
deadening the inevitable pain. Not for nothing did one of the 
bottle bearers take up his position in the parade with the 
words 'This is where the beer does the talking.' The 'bottles' 
hold nine pints of beer and, as some have suggested, this is 
about how much beer the participants need to have inside 
them too before even contemplating taking part.

After about two hours of uninterrupted and hard-fought 
combat, the first game was won when the Hallatonians 
carried the bottle over the ditch. The second game was 
quicker, with mostly just village lads keeping up the contest. 
This too was won by Hallaton and the third game was 
conceded to allow a much needed return to the village green 
to open the two winner's 'bottles' and celebrate. As custom

'Game on!' Bottle kicking, 1999.

In 1994 a more conspicuous change happened - the 'hare on 
a pole' mentioned by Charles Billson reappeared, albeit in 
the form of a half-life-size bronze sculpture produced by 
Ken Ford, whose studio and home is in Hallaton. It is 
leaping rather than sitting on top of the pole. At the same 
time the bread, discontinued in 1982, was brought back as a 
wicker basket full of small bread rolls.
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John Morison carries the hare on the pole, 2007.

These re-introductions were accompanied by a first for the 
Hallaton parade - people in costume. The man who holds 
the hare aloft (John Morison, who made Hallaton his 
adopted home) and a woman with the basket of bread rolls 
appeared dressed in finery of an indeterminate oldness. In 
more recent years her costume has gone from black-and- 
white to a more flamboyant red-and-white. This is in marked 
contrast to all the other participants, who are dressed in old 
clothes suitable for the rough-and-tumble of the bottle 
kicking. Although these olde worlde costumes may be 
considered inappropriate from a historical perspective, they 
encapsulate modem day ideas of how the past 'ought to have 
been', combined with an eye for pageantry not entirely 
inappropriate to such a popular event, showing how 
'restoring' lost aspects of a custom can lead to adaptation 
and mutation. Over the last twenty-or-more years there have 
been many such changes at traditional seasonal customs 
throughout the country, not to mention a much greater 
number of once-defunct customs being revived where no 
detailed records or recollections still exist of what originally 
happened. All provide evidence that 'folk customs' are not 
moribund or fossilised - and they never were.

One tradition from a hundred years before which has not 
been resumed at Hallaton is that of throwing 'mud' 
(although I suspect the sources are being euphemistic) at 
anyone who arrived looking posh, for example wearing a top
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hat. Clearly at that time the 'lads' expected to have their 
amusement without their 'masters' watching over!

Meanwhile, one of the traditions which has been maintained 
is to stop the procession and stand silent for a few moments 
outside the homes of villagers who have died during the 
previous year. One year there were three such stops in the 
main street, although most years there is no need for this 
custom.

In 1999 I saw for the first time (although the practice may 
have started anytime after my previous visit in 1995) the use 
of 'team shirts', as a contingent supporting the Medbourne 
side sported rugby shirts with some interestingly self- 
deprecating nicknames on the back!

Sadly, there was the first known break in the tradition in 
2001. This was as a result of the restrictions resulting from 
foot and mouth disease. Apart from that however, according 
to the villagers, the tradition was maintained throughout the 
twentieth century, including during the two World Wars 
when the women took over from absent men, although there 
seem to be no photographs or other documentary evidence 
of this significant, if temporary, adaptation.

The annual events at Hallaton will no doubt continue, and 
will continue to adapt. As with all folk customs, what 
happens stays broadly the same while the 'meaning and 
significance' to the participants and spectators changes quite 
fluidly over the decades.
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Thomas Burbidge: The Last Town Clerk to the
Corporation of Leicester

Malcolm Noble

At the stroke of midnight on 31st December 1835, a 
major transformation in English public life took 
place. All municipal corporations were swept away 

and replaced by new councils. Leicester's Corporation had 
seen itself as a private body accountable only to itself and its 
freemen, but the new Council was in no doubt that as a 
public body it had a duty to the common good. These days it 
is decidedly unfashionable for historians to consider 
anything to be a revolution. Yet when the Municipal 
Corporations Act (1835) came into effect, such were the 
changes to urban governance in Leicester, that it can hardly 
be considered anything else.

These reforms, which were the logical corollary of the Great 
Reform Act (1832) were the defining moment in the history

of Leicester's urban governance. Not least, no corporation 
was more notorious than Leicester's on the eve of reform. 
The Leicester Corporation and Parochial Reformer, in print 
between the passing of the 1835 Act and its coming into 
force in January 1836, complained:

Leicester has occupied a prominent place in the 
history of Corporations. Its foul and filthy corruptions 
have stunk in the nostrils of the whole nation. (1)

Much of the criticism redounded on the Town Clerk, 
Thomas Burbidge. What had he been doing to provoke such 
outrage? Was he really at fault?

Portrait of Thomas Burbidge. Artist unknown. Oil on canvas. 
(Copyright Leicester Arts & Museums Service)
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Burbidge was appointed Town Clerk in September 1813, 
and started as he meant to go on. The first decision he made 
was to give plate to his predecessor William Heyrick, to 
whom Burbidge had been apprenticed; no mere trinket, this 
plate was worth 100 guineas. (2) The name 'clerk' seems a 
little strange and even humble today, but in 1813 it was 
anything but. The office necessitated a barrister, and the 
Town Clerk was the chief officer of the Corporation. A 
clever Town Clerk such as Burbidge, could make a good 
living on the salary of £200, augmented by perquisites and 
massive legal bills for all the legal services which the 
Corporation needed. In addition, he could collect certain 
fees, including for example, the enrolling of apprentices. 
The questions about how much private gain may be 
legitimately made from public office were as pertinent then 
as they are now.

Corporations, in law, were basically private bodies. As early 
as 1791 the antiquary Throsby expressed concern about this:

Corporations were first and originally established for 
the mutual benefit of every individual member of that 
community over which they preside ... Individual 
interest should be banished from the breasts of those, 
who must be considered as only trustees for the 
present generation... . (3)

The old Corporation did not see itself as having a duty to the 
townsfolk at large, as we might expect; they were only 
concerned with looking after property for the benefit of 
freemen. Only freemen were entitled to common grazing, to 
sell ale, or to vote, this status being attained on payment of a 
fee to the Corporation. Moreover, lawyers such as Stewart 
Kyd agreed that corporations were essentially a law unto 
themselves. As George Ireland, the Mayor of Leicester in 
1822, set out in a letter to the newspaper, the Corporation 
was:

...also possessed of considerable estates in their own 
proper right...and over all these estates, the 
Corporation have, BY LAW, as free and as ample a 
dominion, as any individual has over his private 
property. (4)

The Corporation was prepared to defend its position. When 
the Commissioners of Inquiry into Municipal Corporations 
arrived in Leicester in 1833, a committee including 
Burbidge had already met to plan for this. (5) This did not 
stop Burbidge from attempting to stonewall: when asked for 
documents, he initially refused to hand them over at a public 
meeting on the grounds that 'occasion has been taken 
therefrom to assail the character and rights of the 
corporation'. He even claimed, somewhat implausibly, that 
there was risk of public disorder, such was the level of 
anger. (6) The Commissioners meanwhile moved onto 
Nottingham, but on returning to Leicester eventually got 
some of the information they had needed. What was in these
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papers that meant that the Corporation wanted to keep them 
shut?

The major complaint is best understood in terms of 
electioneering. Everything at the Corporation's disposal was 
used to ensure that the 'right' parliamentary candidates were 
selected. The Corporation referred to its 'friends', which was 
a euphemistic term for its political supporters. 'True-blue' 
Anglican Toryism was the order of the day.

Especial zeal was reserved for resisting the repeal of the Test 
and Corporation Acts, preventing Catholic emancipation, 
and returning Tory candidates in order to do this. In 1822, 
several years ahead of the 1826 election, secret committees 
were created and empowered; their creation only is recorded 
in the Hall Books.

The long and short of things was that a huge number of new 
freemen were created, all of whom were 'gentlemen of 
sound constitutional principles'. The corporation was giving 
the freedom away to people from as far away as London, 
offering to pay travel costs to those whom they were sure 
would vote the way the Corporation wanted. The figures 
involved are startling: 800 honorary freemen were enrolled 
and the total cost, including electoral expenses was £60,000. 
(7) The damning indictment which appeared in the 
Municipal Corporations Report was that:

No corporation has interfered more extensively or 
more openly in elections. They have usually 
canvassed in a body, and the whole weight of their 
power and patronage has been unsparingly applied to 
the purpose of influencing the returns. (8)

When reform came, the incumbents of the old order were 
removed; none stood for democratic election. An interesting 
pamphlet appeared around 1835, published by the radical 
Leicester printer Albert Cockshaw. (9) In A Town Clerk's 
Vision, 'T———y B———e' - quite obviously 'Tommy* 
Burbidge, gets up after a disturbed night, having been visited 
by a series of nocturnal apparitions. The first is the ghost of 
Sir Thomas White, whose charity was designed to help 
burgesses. Indeed, this was exactly what had happened and 
White's loan money was lent out to 'corporation friends', 
whom were not necessarily legitimate objects. One alderman 
laid his out in a pipe of port:

And mv hundred pound
Have even drown 'd
Like Clarence's duke in a pipe of wine. (10)

This charity had been added to corporate patronage which 
White's ghost complained was lent as a bribe / To some of 
thy tribe. The complaint here then, is that charitable monies, 
designed to be used for the common good, were being used
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for corporation purposes. The defence that this was 
corporate private property was not available here. However, 
the charitable status of the trust did not stop Burbidge 
keeping £4,000 of the trust's money in 1836, which was 
only handed over with the threat of legal action. Harking 
back to the electioneering witnessed in 1826, the abuse of 
the freedom of Leicester, which was given away to potential 
Tory voters to protect the corporation's interest, was also a 
cause of criticism:

But did you not give these rights away 
To a thousand men in a single day?

Plaque commemorating Sir Thomas White's charitable gin, 
the Guildhall, Leicester.

The second ghost in A Town Clerk's Vision was that of an 
inn-keeper. Anyone wishing to sell beer had to take up the 
freedom, that is purchase it from the corporation. Burbidge 
had been highly proactive in enforcing this, and the publican 
which appeared at the foot of his bed in the Vision had been 
forced to sell his sign in order to pay his fine. This also 
highlighted the hypocrisy of the situation: giving freedoms 
away gratis to supporters, and punishing opponents by 
charging high prices. The next apparition highlighted the 
high cost of the freedom to the non-Tories. At the same time 
as giving the freedom away on an unprecedented scale to 
supporters, the price of the freedom for those who could 
only obtain it through purchase, was raised to £50. As the 
pamphlet noted: 'How very dear is freedom!'

Also in the Vision are a group of ill-looking individuals 
asking where the coal money was. This was money which 
was awarded charitably by the Corporation, nominally to the

poor. A final ghost complains that he has been ruined by the 
borough-rate. A very light suggestion of corruption is made 
through the connexion of this with Burbidge's standard of 
living:

And seeing you live at a very great rate, 
They couple one rate with the other.

Far worse than the ghosts awaited Burbidge, the pamphlet 
suggested:

...he gaz 'd on a sight that well might kill, 
That shock'd his vision and haunts it still, 
A draft of the new "Municipal Bill, " 
In a page of the Morning Post.

For the anonymous author of this pamphlet, the Municipal 
Reform Act was directed at reforming Burbidge as much as 
corporations themselves; indeed the two were inseparable.

The reason why Burbidge was the object of such hatred is 
several-fold. Firstly, he was literally the embodiment of the 
old system, the reification of everything which was wrong 
within it. Given the popular support for reform in Leicester, 
this was not a way to make oneself popular. Secondly, 
whatever the niceties of the legal points which were argued 
about the public or private nature of the Corporation, 
Burbidge himself was a public figure. As A Town Clerk's 
Vision stated:

I take you on, and you alone,
With sins which may not be all your own;
But Well thou know 'st
Thou are guilty of most,
And speedily must thou leave thy post.
And you have to answer the sins of the whole,
For the sins of the body belong to the soul.

Yet the passing of the Municipal Reform Act was not an end 
of things. Rather than bowing out gracefully, Burbidge held 
on to papers, accounts and money, refusing for several years 
to hand these over to the new Council.

What really seemed to hit a nerve, however, was the 
compensation claim which Burbidge submitted. Under the 
Act, those who lost offices were entitled to claim 
compensation. This might seem strange today, however in 
1835 this was at the end of a period in which offices were 
seen as private property, which in some cases could even be 
sold. At a cool £10,446 13s.l Id., (11) Burbidge's mammoth 
claim caused outrage.
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" Shadows to-night
Have struck more terror to the soul of Richard, 
Than can the substance of ten thousand soldiers."
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Title page to A Town Clerk's Vision. (From the Special 
Collections of the University of Leicester.)

The Council, with popular support, delayed settlement as 
much as possible. Meanwhile, when questioned in 1837 
about his claim, Burbidge prevaricated and was as evasive as 
he had been with the Commissioners. (12) Exasperated, 
Burbidge wrote to the Leicester Journal in 1838 
complaining:

Having under the power of the law, taken from me my 
possession, I do quarrel with their unjust and 
dishonest endeavours to defraud me (for it is no less) 
of the compensation which the law required them to 
give me. (13)
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As spokesman for a Corporation of the old order, 
metonymically representative of the corporator filling 
himself at the civic board, Burbidge was the personification 
of the 'old corruption'. (15) The fundamental change which 
took place in urban governance is highlighted by Burbidge's 
startling transformation from chief officer of the Corporation 
to figure of public hate.
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Ashby-de-la-Zouch's Early Theatricals
Kenneth Hillier

Q uite apart from the travelling players and other 
entertainers who would undoubtedly have visited 
and performed at Ashby-de-la-Zouch's manor 

house and castle in the late Middle Ages and the Tudor 
period, the first known theatrical performance to take place 
there was in August 1606 when a masque - a mixture of 
drama, dance and song was presented in front of the 
Countess of Derby. Written by John Marston, it commenced 
when 'her Ladishipp approached the Parke corner [with] a 
full noise of cornetts winded'; continuing into the Great Hall 
in the Hastings Tower, where the cornets were joined by 
violins and at least eight masquers, who led 'many 
measures, galliards, corantos and lavaltos' until, 'the night 
being much spent' (and the old Countess presumably much 
exhausted) all retired to bed. The next day it concluded with 
a rustic shepherd singing 'a passionate ditty at my lady's 
departure', clearly spilling over into the Wilderness and the 
'little parke' as the Countess left her son-in-law's cultured 
stronghold for pastures new. (1)

Just over half a century later, it was the Reverend Samuel 
Shaw who as head of Ashby Grammar School between 1669 
and 1696, actively involved his pupils in the town's early 
theatricals. Although of little stature and with an 
unpromising countenance, Shaw's '...discourse was witty, 
savoury, affable and pertinent. He had quick repartees, and 
would droll innocently, with the mixture of poetry, history 
and other polite learning'. Notwithstanding his greatest 
excellence being in praying and preaching (he could pray 
extempore for two to three hours together without repeating 
himself - one imagines much to the chagrin of his youthful 
charges), he also wrote comedies for his pupils, 'which they 
acted for the entertainment of the town and neighbourhood 
at Christmas time' and which 'received a general applause 
from Just hands and Judicious heads'. One can only assume 
the performances took place either in the nearby St. Helen's 
Church where Shaw is said to have built a gallery for his 
pupils, or in what buildings there were at the school.

So far, no evidence has surfaced of any further thespian 
activities at Ashby for the next sixty years. It is well 
documented that companies played at various venues around 
Leicestershire during the eighteenth century, but it is not 
until the December 1767 issue of the London Magazine that 
there is proof of Ashby's involvement. A poem by a Mr. 
William Woty was heralded as An Occasional 
Prologue...Spoken by Mr. Stanton At the converting a late

Amphitheatre into a commodious Theatre, In Ashby-de-la- 
Zouch, Leicestershire, 1767. That it was clearly a barn of 
some sort can be gleaned from an excerpt from the Prologue:

This very spot, wherein we hope to please 
This barn has had its revolution days. 
The time hath been, a time of happy cheer, 
When Sir John Barley Corn presided here; 
But he, poor knight, was soon threshed out o 'door, 
And other Threshers occupied the floor....

The Mr Stanton who spoke the Prologue was almost 
certainly the manager of the company. He was well known 
in the Midlands for taking his strolling players around towns 
such as Stafford, Walsall, Leek and Lichfield. His sons 
succeeded him in the theatrical business and his two 
daughters became esteemed actresses in their own right. 
Unfortunately, whereas much can be found out about the 
Stantons; nothing can be discovered of the barn.

The earliest playbills for the town, of which there are three 
for 1792 in the British Library, mention R. and G. Stanton in 
the performance of George BarnweH which took place in a 
venue referred to as the 'New Theatre in the Market-Place' 
on 5th April. This was followed by The Romp, a farce in 
which Miss Harriot Mellon (1777-1837) played what was to 
be one of her most famous parts, 'Miss Tomboy'. The 
company played at Ashby on Monday, Wednesday and 
Friday, with performances at 7.00 p.m. The cost was 2s. for 
the pit and Is. for the gallery. So, where was this 'New 
Theatre'? Admittedly touring companies travelled from 
town to town with the players riding on wagons with the 
scenery, wardrobe and other props, and travelling circus 
companies (and the Statutes fairs), could set up temporary 
structures, but the existence of facilities such as pits and 
galleries suggest the 'New Theatre' was something more 
than a temporary building. However, a Town Hall lay well 
in the future, and what became known as the Assembly or 
Concert Rooms (2) were hard-by the Castle, not in the 
Market Place, and two years later when Mr. Stretton visited 
Ashby with Castles in the Air in March 1794, it was 
performed in the Concert Room.

By 1800, Ashby was on the circuit for Mr Chamberlain and 
Their Majesties Servants from the Theatre Royal 
Cheltenham, a company who regularly toured Leicestershire. 
Having played at Leicester for the 1797-8 season, and at
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Hinckley on 27th August, 1800, the company played 
Richard III at Ashby in May 1801. The playbill for the 
performance is very similar to one held in the Record Office 
for Leicestershire, Leicester and Rutland for the 
performance in Hinckley nine months earlier. The Ashbv 
venue is printed simply as 'Theatre Ashby'. Although, no 
mention is made of a Pit or a Gallery, one assumes it was 
held in a proper theatre. Could this be the same building as 
in 1792 - in the Market Place?

For the Benefit of Mr. Chamberlain & Son.
THEATRE A SH B V. 

Or\ WEDNESDAY Evening. May «mh. iSoi.

Their MajclV.es Servants from the Theatre Royal Cheltenham.
XV,11 Aft StlAcfpeart

King Richard the III.
Or, the Battle of BOSWORTH FIELD.

MARSHALL.
King B«nty VI- Mi;, RICH >KDi Prince hiU»rJ, Mifc WALTON. 

tM.e ol York, M^s M \KiHAtL -Dutr of 5uukmgham, Mr. WHARTON.
Lord StjnirVi Mr CIlAMBFRr.AIM -Ri'dilf. Mr. SMIT H

Ca*%, Mr II. CHAM^tRLAlN. .dut.ct Norfolk, Mt. STANLEY.
Orford, Mr WtSTON.-Lsid V»l-hr{ Mr. LP RHUN.
And Ru-hiuorid, ( ihcmard* Henry Vtf.) Mi. FltLDx

LiH> *,,nc, Mif-TARSONS,
bucHff:nf Yi>:t, Mn. DLAKD.

Andi-nQjeen, MM HTT.
IT the Courfe o( ilieEvM-i.j

A Song by Mifs Mr ALTON. 
A favourite Air by Mifs SMITH.

The Loyal Dyer a Song, with Occafionai Verfes by Mr. J^iELfcj
A humorous Epilogue, in the Charter of an Old Poet,

By Mr. CHAMBERLAIN.

HIGHLAND REEL.
Mr Mo'G'tF: a. Mr, CHAMBERLAIN 

Ch»j!er. **f- FIFLD -S^retiPt f«k, Mr, MAR>HAI-L -Sinrfr, Mr. WESTO^.
Cr.'--rf.. Mr LE BRUN.-Cteuir. D.iJi, Mr STANIEY.

UirJofCd. Mr. WHARTOS-Limfof Ratr.fcy, MrWALTON.
Ar.H bh.li,, Mi. RICHARDS.

Mif'Jenny, Mifi SMITH.-And Mopyy M'Cjipio, M«. FIELD.

TckctaAWbt at (he P.-ioting Office, frunipil Ion», ind (4 Mr. Ch»mb«Iii»M Mr Ad«iC>^ 
*———— -i ***«>»>» 

It-iUtMOOMj, fAWT

Playbill for King Richard III at the Ashby Theatre, 1801. 
(Reproduced by permission of the author).

In September 1804, the first of the Napoleonic Prisoners of 
War arrived in Ashby. Just over a year later a further 
seventy-seven had joined the original forty. Life for these 
parole prisoners, nearly all of whom were officer class, may 
have been circumscribed with a radius of a mile without the 
town, and ennui may have been ever present; but many were 
determined to live with a certain joie de vivre. Some courted 
- and married - local girls; others established Masonic 
lodges; yet others turned to the theatre. A surviving playbill 
shows them putting on two plays on 29th March, 1810: 
Death of Caesar, a tragedy in three acts by Voltaire; and 
Precious Ridicule, a comedy by Moliere. On 3rd May, three 
more plays with a total of 18 players, were performed at the 
'Society Theatre'. As to the whereabouts of this theatre, a 
give-away line occurs in the invitation to the March event: 
'The Gentlemen French Officers... have erected a Society 
Theatre in the Assembly Room....'. (3) Clearly this was the 
building attached to, or nearby, Ashby Place. Interestingly, 
the invitation stresses the importance of the accompanying 
ticket, this measure being 'indispensably necessary to 
prevent having more spectators, than the place will admit'. 
Either the cast expected a mammoth audience, due to their 
thespian skills, or, more likely, the Assembly Rooms were 
rather small.

I have in my possession another valuable piece in the jigsaw, 
an original letter of two years later, dated 'Ashby-de-la- 
Zouch. March 3d. 1812'.

Mr. Toon
Sir / I have built a new Theatre and fitted it up in this 
Place for the accommodation [sic] of the Town by the 
desire of the Gentlemen on the Earl ofMoira '5 Land 
att my own expence [sic] which the said building is 
not worth less than three hundred pounds and if you 
can by any means procure me a Lease for Twenty one 
years of the said building and to accomodate [sic] me 
with a few Acres of Land that should happen to be at 
liberty that is near the Town to rent belonging to the 
Earl ofMoira is all the compensation I require for 
building the same. 
Your most Humble Servt. 

Josh. Vinrace

%•

ft • -Snii

?f'"*/'•'**/ti-f i- L/ '<?+<-<•'I /'fi &'-"S~'S'*i*

Jos/7. Vinrace's letter of 3rd Marc/? 7872. (Reproduced by 
permission of the author).

The Kirkland Notes back this up with an entry: 'The theatre 
built in Vinrace's yard in March and April 1812. Played in 
for the first time by Chas. Stanton's company 8 May 1812, 
and the last night for that season 17 June'. Evidently Vinrace 
had considerable support as, on 7th April, twenty-seven 
'principal inhabitants' of Ashby petitioned the local Justices 
of the Peace to grant Stanton a theatrical licence, as 'there 
hath been no regular periodical performances of Tragedies 
Comedies and other theatrical representations... for a long 
period although repeated applications had lately been made
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by strolling Companies of Comedians'. (4) This suggests the 
lack of a theatre in the town, not least in the most recent past.

Further evidence of Vinrace's building of 1812 comes from 
the Sale Catalogue of Hastings property on 23rd May, 1815. 
Included in the 'many valuable and well-situated Messuages, 
Shops, and Cottages in the Town of Ashby' was Lot 24, on 
lease to Joseph Vinrace. Not only does it give the position of 
Lot 24 as near the bridge, but adds 'an excellent Brick and 
Slate Building, occasionally used as a Theatre'. Scott places 
it behind what became Nos. 15 and 17 Market Street. (5) 
The bridge referred to is the one that was taken down three 
years earlier during January and February 1812, when the 
river Giliwiskaw which used to run across the old dividing 
line of Market Street and Kilwardby Street was culverted. 
The word 'occasionally' suggests, apart from the travelling 
companies' seasons, the building was either empty or used 
for other purposes.

Lot
;iO? A Brick and Slate MESSUAGE, near the Bridge, in ths 

-street, with Yard and Out-buildings, together 
with an excellent Brick and Slate Building, occasionally 
used as a Theatre, and capable of being made into Houses, or 
other useful Out-buildings, on lease to Joseph Vinrace, 
for an uncxpired term of seven years from Lady-day, 181 fi 
at the yearly reserved rent of g?3. iOs. and containing

Lot 24, 1815. (Reproduced by permission of the author).

Probable proof that Vinrace's theatre attracted reputable 
touring companies can be gleaned from a rare survival of a 
poster, printed on silk, now in the Ashby Museum Archives. 
Led by Mr. Melmoth, and sporting such later well-known 
thespians as Messrs Bennett and Cassup, the players put on 
' Virginius, performed a very short time back by the Scholars 
of the respectable Seminary at Repton, which is another 
proof of its merit, being selected as a classical exhibition by 
the first Academy in this part of the Kingdom'. The theatre 
boasted both a Pit and a Gallery.

Joseph Vinrace breathed his last on 17 February, 1827, 
intestate. He had lived to see the town transformed by the 
building of the Ivanhoe Baths, Ivanhoe and Rawdon 
Terraces, the development of the Bath Grounds and the 
planned Hastings (later Royal) Hotel. No wonder Pigot's 
Directory for 1828-9 was to state that in Ashby 'buildings 
are carrying on rapidly, and it bids to vie, in a few years, 
with any of the more fashionable watering places, for the 
beauty and celebrity of its situation'. Be that as it may, what 
both the well-bred inhabitants and visitors to the Spa 
required was cultural stimulation. The Ivanhoe Baths
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building could provide card tables, a billiard room and a 
wonderfully sprung dance floor, but what was also still 
needed was a decent theatre.

FOIL Tl||., isKM.ny
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Poster for Virginius, 7822. (Reproduced by permission of the 
Trustees of Ashby-de-la-Zouch Museum).

On 2nd June, 1828, the town was provided with one. This 
new theatre was situated on the eastern side of Cotton Mill 
Lane (recently changed to Bath Street), behind Joseph 
Wilkes' cotton mill buildings. It was approached by a 
passageway between two of the shops, where there were 
double doors with, in the early days, a bust of Shakespeare. 
Known at first as the New Theatre (not to be confused with 
the earlier New Theatre referred to in 1792), and then as the 
Theatre Royal, the first manager was Mr Bennett of the 
Theatre Royal, Worcester, who bought the two shops / 
houses facing the street. Wayte's Guide of 1831 describes 
the theatre as being 'neatly fitted up with Boxes, Gallery and 
Pit. Mr Bennett's company attend Ashby during the summer 
months. The House will hold about £50.' (6)

The first three nights at the Theatre Royal saw the 
'celebrated and fascinating Actress' Miss Maria Foote 
performing Mrs Cantlivre's comedy The Wonder: A Woman 
keeps a Secret!, which should have encouraged the male 
'Nobility, Gentry and Inhabitants of Ashby' to attend. 
Although Robert Dyer, who played 'Don Felix' in the play, 
and Serjeant Jack to Miss Foote's 'Moggy M'Gilpin' in the 
concluding Musical Farce The Highland Reel, subsequently 
wrote in his memoirs that the house was thin on the first



night, 'the tide of public favour set in full upon us, which 
continued to the last night of the season'. Pleasingly, he also 
praised 'the excellent taste' of the town compared with 
Bennett's other theatre, where the cast had 'to suffer the 
purgatory of a Loughborough audience'. (7)

Conjectural reconstruction of the Bath Street Theatre, Ashby- 
de-la-Zouch. (With acknowledgement to Helen and Richard 
Leacroft, The Theatre in Leicestershire, Leicestershire 
Libraries and Information, 1986, p30).

In July the Ashby theatre probably had an uproarious 
evening when 'an entirely new Melo-dramatic Entertainment 
called The Cornish Miners, or The Maniac's Den was 
followed by the laughable Farce of The Portrait of Michael 
Cervantes'. At 3s. for a Box, 2s. in the Pit, and Is. in the 
Gallery, a worthwhile evening was surely had by all.

Less well-received was the performance of Richard III at the 
theatre on 14th July 1837:

On Monday evening, Shakespeare's "Richard III" 
was presented at this place of amusement Could our 
immortal bard have witnessed its representation, he 
most certainly would have dropped a tear to the 
March of Intellect, and scolded Dame Fortune for 
allowing him to witness such a mangled hodge-podge 
as that represented. The hero of the piece was a Mr. 
Laws, who certainly lay remarkably quiet after being 
killed by Richmond and had he died sooner he would 
not have been missed... A tale of mystery finished the 
evening very opportunely, for it is mysterious to us 
where the Manager could have found such a
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company. This piece ended with lightning, and like 
that fluid it was very abrupt. We must give Miss 
Penley some credit, but with the present tadpole set 
she was lost. The orchestra was well supplied with 
cat-gut scrapers. (8)

However, like the Ivanhoe Baths and the Spa Town as a 
whole, Ashby Theatre Royal's heyday was short-lived. 
During the 1830s Mr Bennett and William Macready both 
put on short seasons at 'the well-conducted place of rational 
entertainment'. In 1840, Mr Batty displayed his animals to 
whoever wished to see them; and a six week season in 1854 
by Mr H. Lacey of the Theatres Royal of Coventry and 
Worcester was well received. By 1860, though, a review of a 
local and amateur production by the ever popular Hastings 
Rifle Company revealed, 'the drama is at such a discount, 
that it is quite an event to have the place open... The theatre, 
a compact building, although much in decay, is not capable 
of holding more than 250 persons.' (9)

re,, A
FOR THE BENEFIT OF

FOOTE
•And the Last JVight of her Engagement,

,
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Advertisement for The Wonder: A Woman keeps a Secret!, 
7828. (Reproduced by permission of the Record Office for 
Leicestershire, Leicester and Rutland, location mark Misc. 
320.2.8.;.
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By the mid 1860s it was clear that the theatre was no longer 
economically viable. It was still listed as such in the Post 
Office Directory for 1864, but soon after, the pit area was 
floored over level with the stage. Leacrofts' finding that the 
new 'ceiling' of the old pit was papered with pages from the 
Ladies' Journal for June 1867 suggests the changes took 
place then. (10) The building of the Town Hall in 1856 also 
heralded the Theatre Royal's demise: concerts, plays and 
other entertainments were soon being put on in what was a 
much larger and more prominently situated building.

Ashby had to wait until the twentieth century before other 
attempts were made to establish a separate theatre again, 
first in The Lyric in Lower Church Street and then at the 
present Venture Theatre in North Street.
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St Hilda's, Leicester: the Church that never
grew up

Gerald T. Rimmington

Andrew Moore's Where Leicester has worshipped notes 
that the brick-built Church of St Hilda, located on the corner 
of Melbourne Road and Berners Street in the Victorian 
suburb of Highfields, Leicester, existed between 1891 and 
1966. (1) Although housed in a very substantial building, 
with a good-sized congregation, St Hilda's never became a 
parish church. One wonders why?

When St Peter's parish was established in 1874 the 
population of Highfields was expanding very rapidly. 
Francis Watson Robinson, a twenty-eight year old Oxford 
graduate, despite soon employing a couple of assistant 
curates, could never keep pace with the rate of expansion. 
There were about 4,000 people in 1872, growing to about 
10,000 two years later, and continuing to accumulate 
annually by more than 1,000. Moreover there was 'a 
continual shifting from house to house and street to street', 
which made pastoral care extremely difficult. Even the 
assignment of a large area to a new St Saviour's parish in 
1877 failed to stem the tide of new parishioners. (2)

Church attendance matched the rising population. The vicar 
noted that 'the attendances at Holy Communion, which 
during the first year of the decade were 1379, amounted 
during the last year [1885] to 5782'. There were also 1,100 
Sunday school pupils. (3) He had, therefore, considered that 
an expansion of church facilities was essential, for St

Peter's, able to seat 1,000 worshippers, was normally full on 
Sundays.

Robinson was helped in this by the fact that Miss Phoebe 
Baker, the daughter of James Baker (who had acquired land 
fronting on London Road when the South Field was 
enclosed in 1811) gave a plot of land to the Ecclesiastical 
Commissioners in 1864. As a road constructed on the plot 
was named St James' Road it was obvious that any church 
built there would be dedicated to St James. From the vicar's 
point of view the site was not ideal. It was on the edge of the 
parish. It faced Victoria Park rather than a housing area. Yet 
it provided an opportunity that Robinson took advantage of. 
(4)

In 1880 the vicar became one of the secretarial staff for the 
Church Congress that met in Leicester during that year. As 
there was no suitable civic hall in the town, recourse was 
made to the erection of a temporary wooden building in 
Campbell Street, by the Midland railway station. (5) After 
the completion of the Congress, Robinson acquired the 
timber and it was re-erected on London Road as a 
temporary place of worship, to be called St James' Church; 
it was opened in 1881. It was not envisaged, however, that 
this would continue as a church in this location, for other 
areas of the parish were considered to be more suitable.

Picture of St Hilda's taken from the book which was produced for the Century Bazaar in 1900 put on to 
raise money for the building of St James's. (With acknowledgement to Alan McWhirr, Century to 
Millennium: St James the Greater 1899-1999, Leicester, 1999).
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After an initial flourish in the number of worshippers, 
concern was being expressed about falling numbers. The 
building itself as a temporary structure could not compete 
aesthetically with the new St John the Baptist Church, 
described as 'a permanent church of superior architectural 
attractions', opened in 1885, no more than half a mile away 
to the south. Moreover, during 1886 there was still a 
considerable debt on the St James' building, and Robinson 
complained (somewhat mysteriously) that 'protracted 
negotiations with reference to St James's Church had only 
just come to an unsatisfactory conclusion'. (6) The vicar was 
so worried by the situation that he "proposed to exchange the 
site upon which St James' Church stands, for some ground 
on the Melbourne Road, at the corner of Berners Street'. (7)

There can be no doubt that the activities of St James' would 
have been transferred to the new site had it not been for 
building developments close to the London Road location. 
Robinson noted that 'the land on the north side of Evington 
Road.. ..has been cut up into streets, and is now covered with 
houses.... As St Peter's Church is normally full, where are 
these new comers and others to be invited to worship, if the 
available Church, which is nearest to them, is removed?' (8)

The Revd. F- W. Robinson, Vicar of St. Peter's Parish 1874 
1893.

There was another unstated reason why the change of 
location was not feasible. The Melbourne Road site, where
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St Hilda's was to be established, was in the midst of a very 
poor area, where the wealthier people living close to St 
James' were unlikely to venture.

Robinson was in a state of indecision. He decided to put the 
whole matter in the hands of Bishop Magee, who was much 
more decisive. His 'distinctly expressed opinion is that, in 
order to meet....the needs of this Parish of well-nigh 20,000 
souls, St James' Church ought to remain, and another 
Mission Church ought, in the not very distant future, to be 
built on the other side of the parish'. (9)

In fact a commitment had already been made to establish St 
Hilda's. The site had been secured by the Leicester Church 
Extension Society, which 'pledged to give practical attention 
to the claims of this Parish when it is in a position to do so'. 
Although Robinson was a little pessimistic, stating that 'I 
fear, it will be impossible for us to do more than erect a 
temporary structure upon it at present', there was in fact 
some encouragement in that there was a core of worshippers 
meeting at the Upper Conduit Street School building. (10)

Before Highfields was constituted as St Peter's parish, 
Canon William Fry, the secretary of the Leicester 
Archidiaconal Education Society, had noted that there was 
already a network of streets around the Union Workhouse. 
Ever keen to evangelise, he purchased land for a school. 
William Targett Fry, his son, was installed as an assistant 
curate at St George's, with special responsibility for 
developing a worshipping entity in the school building. By 
the time of Robinson's appointment as vicar in 1874 there 
was already an energetic congregation. (11) Although some 
of this congregation became the core of the St Peter's 
congregation, the school continued to be a worship venue for 
many years. The poverty of the people in that area can be 
measured by the collections taken at services. In July 1886, 
for instance, the collections at the Conduit Street Mission 
amounted to lls-lOd, as compared with the St Peter's total 
of £34-10s-lld and the St James' total of £7-9s-Od. It is not 
surprising, therefore, that Robinson thought of a new church 
in that area as a permanent chapel-of-ease, always dependent 
upon the parish church. (12)

Progress was rapid. In 1889 the Reverend W. G. Hazlehurst, 
MA, vicar of Criftins in Shropshire 'accepted the 
appointment to the additional (Church Extension) Curacy of 
this Parish'. A sale of new and second-hand goods at the 
Conduit Street School raised £32, the greater part of which 
was 'for building the new Church of St Hilda'. (13) Early in 
1890 it was noted that the Church Extension Society had 
'approved a plan of a plain but substantial Church, to be 
called St Hilda's.... The Society, having already paid some 
£1,700 for the site, expects that every possible effort will be 
made....to raise funds for the erection of the Church'. There 
was a need for £2,000. (14) At a meeting on 21st May 1890,



chaired by the Duke of Rutland, and attended by the 
diocesan bishop, W. C. Magee, the archdeacon of Leicester, 
Bishop John Mitchinson, the Marquis of Granby and Earl 
Ferrers, Magee stated that 'the subscription already specially 
promised for St Hilda's amounts to over £800, and we 
hope....that we shall be shortly be able to announce the date 
of the laying of the foundation of the much-needed Church'. 
(15) The foundation stone was subsequently laid by F. H. 
Thicknesse, (who had become the Bishop Suffragan of 
Leicester) on 24th July, 1890. (16)

When St Hilda's was consecrated on 5th May, 1891, by the 
newly enthroned Bishop Mandell Creighton, it looked as if 
the church was well on the way to becoming a new parish 
church. Creighton, who had just received the news of his 
predecessor's death, recalled that Magee had told him that 'I 
hope your very first act will be to consecrate S. Hilda's 
Church in Leicester. I am deeply interested in it....because it 
is the very first Church that has been built in connection 
with what I hope is a great movement towards Church 
Extension'. (17) In Robert Curtis and E. B. Pipes the church 
had two enthusiastic churchwardens. (18) There was also a 
newly formed choir, which, three years later, was to 
combine with the choir of St John the Baptist Church to 
present John Stainer's 'The Daughter of Jairus'. (19)

St Hilda's moreover was fortunate in its ministry. W. G. 
Hazlehurst, who had been charged with development of the 
church, soon moved on to another appointment, but was 
succeeded by the Reverend W. E. Fletcher, BA, Curate of 
Christ's Church, Worley, Essex, just before the 
consecration. (20) When he left for Finedon in 
Northamptonshire, Robinson's successor, W. P. Holmes, 
noted that the curate had done 'good work in the Parish, 
more especially in the district around St Hilda's, for two 
years past'. Fletcher himself responded, saying that 'it had 
been a pleasure to work amongst those with whom he had 
been so happy, and expressed a wish that they would still 
continue to carry on the good work which had been so 
recently commenced'. (21) During his very active two years 
Fletcher had ensured that there was Holy Communion at 
8.00 a.m., Matins and Sermon at 11.00 a.m. and Evensong 
with Sermon at 6.30 p.m. each Sunday. (22)

By 1892 Vicar Perowne Holmes was able to reflect that St 
Hilda's 'has quite answered expectations. The exterior is 
plain and unpretentious, but the interior is effective, Church- 
like and dignified.... Already a goodly congregation is 
gathered on Sunday evenings'. (23) Why then did it not 
continue on to become a parish church?

To some extent the problem was financial. Although the 
church was intended to replace the Conduit Street Mission, 
there were outstanding difficulties that the inexperienced 
clergy and people of the new church were not able to handle.
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There was also an emotional attachment to St Peter's, as the 
Mission was the original place of worship in the parish, and 
the forerunner of the parish church. The schools contained 
within the building had been in the ownership of Canon 
William Fry at the time of his death in 1877. As Holmes 
noted, Fry had intended to make the building over to St 
Peter's "on very advantageous terms', but died before he was 
able to do so. His son, 'after charging for many years a rent 
of £75 per annum for the use of the rooms, required the sum 
of £1,120 for the conveyance of the property'. This was a 
burden that the new church was not able to face, since it was 
itself facing the need to clear the debt on the church building. 
In 1895 there was still a debt on the St Hilda's building of 
£450; the congregation had it suggested to them 'that 
proceeds of their Lenten self-denial should be given to the 
special effort which is being raised to free the church from 
debt'. (24)

The Revd. W. P, Holmes who became Vicar of St. Peter's, 
Leicester in 1893. (With acknowledgement to Alan McWhirr, 
Century to Millennium: St James the Greater 1899-1999, 
Leicester, 1999).

By the following year the debt had been reduced 'to two 
figures'. Characteristic of the 1890s were the conversaziones 
organised annually at the nearby Melbourne Road Board 
School. These were principally for money-raising, but 
Holmes emphasised that it was important 'to promote a spirit
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of unity and good fellowship among the members of the 
congregation'. (25) The success of this sort of venture 
encouraged St Hilda's people to begin to plan for a church 
hall on the vacant plot, already owned by the Ecclesiastical 
Commissioners, at the side of the church. It was thought that 
this would obviate the need to hire rooms at the Melbourne 
Road School and provide a 'home' for church organisations. 
By December 1899 plans had been adopted for a hall that 
would seat 600 people, to be built at a cost of £1,300. (26)

The building of the church hall, however, was too much of a 
burden for the St Hilda's people to bear. At the Easter 
vestries in 1905 it was reported that total collections at St 
Peter's amounted to £2,261, St James' £711-ls-0d, but only 
£375-12s-1 Id at St Hilda's. (27) Moreover there was a need 
for the whole parish not only to share the cost of 
construction, but also to share in its usage, for St Peter's 
itself had no land upon which to construct its own 
substantial church hall.

A further problem hindering any possible suggestion of a 
separate parish for St Hilda's was the difficulty of finding a 
suitable dividing line. There was little difficulty in 
determining a dividing line between St James' and St 
Peter's. Evington Road was becoming an important 
thoroughfare, a tram route, that separated a substantial 
middle-class area near St James' from the artisan and 
working class population nearer to St Peter's. A separate 
parish for St Hilda's was more problematical. There was no 
similar potential dividing line. Moreover despite the 
relationship between the daughter church and the Conduit 
Street Mission, the tie of the latter with St Peter's was too 
strong to be broken.

It is possible, nevertheless, that the separation might have 
occurred if the troubled Francis Robinson had remained in 
charge. Perowne Holmes, however, was a different 
character, who took the responsibility of handling three 
churches with relative ease. In 1901, nearly a decade after 
his arrival in the parish, it was noted that 'time deals gently 
with the vicar of St Peter's, and a stranger entering the room 
and observing him happy, robust, smiling, would never 
imagine that for the last nine years he has borne the 
responsibility of the three churches and nearly 30,000 
people'. (28) The fact was that in St Hilda's, Holmes had a 
good training ground for aspiring curates, a situation that he 
had found no reason to change, even though several of those 
curates leaned toward ritualism, and turned St Hilda's into a 
different kind of worshipping entity from the Evangelical St 
Peter's.
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Fanny Palmer (1812-1876): Railway Artist 
- a supplementary note

J.D. Bennett

F anny Palmer was born in Leicester in 1812, the 
daughter of a local solicitor. Educated at Mary 
Linwood's school in Belgrave Gate where drawing 

was part of the curriculum, she went on to set up her own 
drawing school and to go into the business of lithographic 
printing with her husband, brother and sister in Leicester. 
The firm's output included local views, with a number of the 
original drawings being by Fanny herself.

However, the business was insufficient to support the family 
and in 1843, Fanny, along with her husband, their two 
children, and her brother and sister emigrated to the United 
States. Although their business in America was no more 
successful than it had been in Leicester, Fanny went on to 
work for the celebrated New York firm Currier & Ives, for 
whom she produced many lithographs on a wide range of 
subjects including American railroads.

Writing in the Leicestershire Historian in 1994 in an article 
entitled 'Fanny Palmer: Leicester's Transatlantic Artist' (1), 
I referred to Fanny's earlier interest in railways whilst still in 
Leicestershire, as demonstrated by four of her drawings in 
the possession of Leicester Museum which show railway 
subjects.

Since writing that article, it has transpired that these 
drawings in Leicester Museum were part of a set of twelve 
illustrations which Fanny was commissioned (out of a total 
of twenty-six), to make for a guidebook called the Midland 
Counties Railway Companion. (2) This was published by 
Richard Alien at Nottingham, and Edward Alien at 
Leicester, in 1840, shortly after the final section of the line 
was opened from Leicester to Rugby in June 1840. The book 
was intended to supplement or replace the Nottingham and 
Derby Railway Companion issued by the same publishers in 
1839. (3)

Fanny's illustrations for the Midland Counties Railway 
Companion consisted of one full-page steel engraving and 
eleven small wood engravings. Their subject matter included 
two stations, several railway bridges and viaducts, and other 
topographical features of note. No attempt was made at 
drawing locomotives. The four original surviving sketches in 
Leicester Museum include:

Leicester Station [Campbell Street] (the full-page
steel engraving)
Trent [railway] Bridge

Sileby [railway viaduct]
Ullesthorpe Station

The remaining eight illustrations which Fanny did for the 
guidebook are of St Ann's Church [Sutton Bonnington], 
Stanford Hall, Loughborough, Mountsorrel, Humberstone 
Road [railway] Bridge, New Union Workhouse, New County 
Asylum, and the Railway Inn, Rugby.

Midland Counties Railway Companion, 7840, in which Fanny 
Palmer's illustrations were published. (Reproduced by 
permission of the Record Office for Leicestershire, Leicester 
and Rutland - ROLLR).
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As mentioned in the earlier article, although not known for 
certain, it is possible that Fanny may have been a pupil of 
the Leicester artist John Flower. Flower's Views of Ancient 
Buildings in the Town and County of Leicester published in 
1826, would have been familiar to her, certainly some of his 
subjects are ones which she herself was to include in her 
Sketches of Leicestershire published in 1842-3. It has also 
come to light more recently that Fanny was related to the 
famous architect John Johnson. (4)

Leicester's Fanny Palmer is of note both as one of the most 
important lithographic artists of her era, and as a railway 
artist. Whilst there were many artists at this time drawing the 
new railways, there were not many women among them, and 
Fanny may well have been unique in this respect.

View of Loughborough by Fanny Palmer. Midland Counties 
Railway Companion. (Reproduced by permission ofROLLR).
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Local History and Heritage Groups in 
Leicestershire - Additions / Amendments

Caroline Wessel

LAHS Networks Project

The Networks Project was launched at the History and 
Heritage Fair held at Vaughan College, Leicester in 
October 2007. The Networks Project aims to cover the role 
formerly undertaken by the Leicestershire Local History 
Council. Networks hopes to provide opportunities for the 
many and varied groups in the county focusing on history, 
archaeology, heritage and culture to make contact, and to 
enjoy and appreciate each other's achievements. For more 
information about the Networks Project, please contact 
Caroline Wessel, Email cmwessel@aol.com

The following list of local history and heritage groups in 
Leicestershire contains additions and amendments that the 
Society has been notified of since the publication of the list 
in the Leicestershire Historian No. 44, (2008).

Additions:

Appleby Heritage & Environment Movement (AHEM)
Mr Gerald Box, 1 Black Horse Hill, Appleby Magna, 
Swadlincote DEI2 7AQ
Tel. 01530 270534 E-mail anyone@geraldl.go-plus.net 
Our aims are to promote knowledge and awareness of the 
historic and present built and natural environment of 
Appleby; to encourage conservation and appropriate 
restoration of historic buildings within the village, and 
awareness of issues of climate change and environmental 
sustainability among residents and local organisations. We 
work with other groups at the Sir John Moore Foundation in 
Appleby Magna.

Kegworth Village Association and Museum
52 High Street, Kegworth, Derby DE74 2DA 
Tel. 01509 670137 E-mail info@kegworthmuseum.org.uk 
Aims: to promote interest in, and preserve, all aspects of 
Kegworth, past, present and for the future.

Rothley Heritage Team
Terry Sheppard, 40 Fowke Street, Rothley, Leicester LE7 7PJ 
Tel. 0116 230 2931 E-mail Sheppard7pj@btinternet.com 
We aim to bring insights from the historical record as laid 
down in the archaeology, natural history and deposited 
sources to inform the current generation about Rothley and 
its connections.

Syston Local History Group
Mrs Rosemary Foster, 1038 Melton Rd, Syston, Leicester
LE72NN
Tel. 0116 269 3589 E-mail rose@fosterr31.freeserve.co.uk
We preserve and research the history of Syston, share our
knowledge with others and provide a reference point for
enquiries. Monthly meetings 3rd Monday of month, outings,
exhibition.

Thrussington Local History Society
lan Procter-Blain
Tel. 01664 424060 E-mail iandjpb@hotmail.com
We research the past of our village, have monthly meetings
with speakers, and organise tours. We also look at wider
aspects of local history.

Amendments:

Birstall & District Local History Society
New secretary is:
Mrs Adrienne Topley, 41 Oakfield Avenue, Birstall,
Leicester LE4 3DT
E-mail adrien.topley@ntlworld.com

Great Bowden Heritage Group
New e-mail address for Rosemary Culkin is 
culkin.gb@ntlworld.com

Heart of Albion
New address for Bob Trubshaw is 62 Wartnaby Street, 
Market Harborough, Leics LEI6 9BE 
Tel 01858 431717

All details above have been submitted by members of the 
groups concerned and are believed to be correct as at the 
time of publication.
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Recent Publications
Edited by John Hinks

LEICESTERSHIRE AND RUTLAND: GENERAL

DIGGING UP OUR PAST: FIFTY YEARS OF 
ARCHAEOLOGY AND FORTY YEARS OF ANCIENT 
HISTORY AT THE UNIVERSITY OF LEICESTER
1957/8 - 2007/8
Alan Me Whirr, Neil Christie and Marilyn Palmer 
Leicester: Leicester University, 2008, ISBN 9780953891498

School of Archaeology and Ancient History

Digging up our Past

This publication is a celebration of fifty years teaching 
archaeology, and forty years teaching ancient history at the 
University of Leicester. As expected, the subject matter 
chronicles the development of the department over the last 
half-century. A celebratory book could be forgiven for 
concentrating on the many successes of the department but 
both the highs and lows are written about with wit and 
honesty. The style of writing is easy to read and this brings 
what could be a very dry and self-congratulatory subject to 
life. Naturally the book tells of the many success stories of 
the department, such as the growth of distance learning that 
allows students to access the expertise of the department 
without living in Leicester. A quick look at the list of staff in 
the department in 2008 compared with 1958 illustrates its 
growth. It could be expected that this book would only 
appeal to anyone with a connection with the department, but 
it will appeal to everyone with an interest in the history of 
archaeology. The recollections of staff and students, past and 
present, illustrate life at the university and give the book a 
very human face. The book is well-written with clear images 
that enhance the text.

Lois Edwards

THE ENGLISH REFORMATION AND THE PARISH 
CHURCH
Michael Ockenden
Ashby-de-la-Zouch Museum, 2009, 92pp, illus., ISBN
0954779924

The effect of the Reformation on English church buildings is 
a fascinating field of study. It must have been difficult to 
keep up with changing requirements for altars to be moved, 
rood screens and images to be removed and suchlike. This is 
an informative introduction to the subject, written by an 
Ashby-based historian. Although the subject is surveyed 
broadly, ranging across England, there are numerous 
references to this area which will interest local historians. 
Informed by recent scholarship (research on the Reformation 
and its local impact remains a thriving field), this is a very 
accessible introduction for the non-specialist. Dr 
Ockenden's text is clear and methodical, and the illustrations 
(some in colour) are well chosen. There are four main 
chapters: on Henry VIII and the break with Rome; Edward 
VI and the Book of Common Prayer; Mary and the return to 
Rome (quite an upheaval, not just in architectural terms!) 
and the Elizabethan Settlement. Highly recommended and 
very good value at £8.50.

John Hinks

LEICESTERSHIRE AND RUTLAND PLACE NAMES
Anthony Poulton-Smith
Stroud: The History Press, 2008, 160pp, illus, ISBN
9780750950459

The English Place Names Survey has recently surveyed the 
place-names of Rutland (1994), and Leicestershire (1998- 
2009). One might therefore question the need for further 
work on the topic. But the five volumes are expensive and 
dense. In Leicestershire and Rutland Place Names, Poulton- 
Smith makes a leisurely journey through the county, 
dwelling on curiosities and things of interest. Places have 
more than a philological entry, including anecdotes and nice 
stories. And it is in this that the work has its value: 
readability. Indeed, this is a volume for the uninitiated, with 
some explanation of how place-names are formed. In this 
title, illustrated throughout with greyscale photographs, we 
find not just the names of settlements, but of streets, 
localities, and countless hostelries. Indeed the histories of
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pubs and their names is given consistent attention, and 
bound to be of wide interest. For example Barleston's 
uniquely-named 'Jolly Toper' is called after someone who 
enjoys a drink but remains merry nonetheless. Most entries 
are a half-page in length, a handful shorter. The city itself 
receives four pages, which essentially follow the same 
format, but with longer discussion of street names, 
especially eponymous ones. The volume might possibly be 
improved by making the sources more immediately 
apparent, however getting hung up on that would be to miss 
the point of the book. It achieves what it sets out to do: it 
brings together lore, names, etymologies and images. The 
end product is readable and useful, giving local historians a 
speedy impression of place before they embark upon 
research, as well as plenty of historic inns in which to 
refresh themselves.

Malcolm Noble

LEICESTERSHIRE AND THE RUSSIAN WAR, 1854 - 
1856
Robin P. Jenkins
Friends of the Record Office for Leicestershire, Leicester
and Rutland, 2009

This is the third in a series of occasional papers produced by 
the Friends of the Record Office for Leicestershire, Leicester 
and Rutland. The author begins by reminding us that this 
war in fact extended far beyond the Crimea, although it is 
the Crimean front that stole the headlines and embedded 
itself in our national memory. The exhibition that preceded 
the book commemorated the one hundred and fiftieth 
anniversary of the Russian War through the words of local 
people and the author has written this book with the same 
intention, 'to tell the story of the whole conflict, including 
the events at home, in the words of local participants'. The 
book is in a very readable format with 93 pages of 
fascinating information and illustrations in seventeen 
chapters. (The author assures me that the fact that the 
Leicestershire Regiment was then the Seventeenth Regiment 
of Foot is purely a coincidence.) In these seventeen chapters 
the author has made good use of the vast amount of material 
held at the Record Office, particularly the contemporary 
newspapers, telling the story of the war through the letters of 
the men who were there.

Beginning with the events that led up to the outbreak of war, 
the author has himself added relevant historical detail which 
puts the letters into context and enables them to tell their 
story more accurately. The war is covered from many 
perspectives, the war at sea and the events at home as well 
as the land campaigns. The three appendices provide much 
extra material for interested readers, including the plight of 
the wives of the Leicestershire men, left behind in Cork

Leicestershire Historian 2009

when their men were sent to Balaclava. Without means of 
support, they were returned to Leicester by the Cork 
authorities, an aspect of war that was often forgotten. This 
book is well illustrated with both coloured and black and 
white images and a text that is both interesting and easily 
readable.

Pat Grundy

THE MIDLAND PEASANT: ECONOMIC AND 
SOCIAL HISTORY OF A LEICESTERSHIRE 
VILLAGE
W. G. Hoskins
Chichester: Phillimore, 2008 (reprint of 1957 edition),
352pp, illustrations and maps, ISBN 9781860775253

Readers of the Leicestershire Historian will be familiar with 
W. G. Hoskins's seminal work on his researches in Wigston 
Magna which was originally published in 1957 with the 
above title. Now over fifty years later it has been reprinted 
by Phillimore as it is still considered by many to be essential 
reading for today's students of local history. The publishers 
asked a former student of Hoskins, Professor David Hey, to 
write a new foreword but otherwise the book remains very 
much the same as it was although some of the illustrations 
are placed differently. Most of the text is on the same 
numbered page as the original although one or two words 
slip onto the following page. However, this should not cause 
problems when trying to find material referred to in other 
works. Four black and white plates are in this reprint 
grouped together after page 125 rather than being scattered 
through the book as in the original. The cover includes two 
pictures from the Record Office for Leicestershire, Leicester 
and Rutland, but details are not given which is a pity.

Alan McWhirr

RUTLAND RECORD 28
Journal of the Rutland Local History and Record Society, 
2008, 52 pp, ISBN 9780907464426

In addition to the editorial there are six articles in this 
edition of the Rutland Record. Professor Alan Rogers 
publishes for the first time a selection of late medieval wills 
which describe the possessions of people in 'fascinating 
detail'. A regular contributor to the Leicestershire Historian, 
J. D. Bennett, writes about the life of Lady Charlotte Finch, 
and Brian Palmer sheds light on the life of Thomas Hotchkin 
of Tixover. An article by Cynthia Brown gives details of the 
almshouses charity that Lord Harborough endowed at 
Stapleford in 1732, and Pat Grundy writes about an 
astonishing court case heard by Rutland magistrates in 1819. 
Finally there is the usual round-up of archaeology and
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history in Rutland in 2007 collated by Tim Clough.

Alan Me Whirr

Other recent publications

HISTORY OF RUTLAND AND LEICESTERSHIRE
John Burgess
The author, rev. edn, 2008, 81pp, ISBN 9781855624610

I'LL LEARN YER: DISAPPEARING LEICESTERSHIRE
PEOPLE, DIALECT, CUSTOMS
Duncan Lucas
Wigston Magna: The author, 2008

MEDIEVAL EARTHWORKS OF SOUTH-WEST
LEICESTERSHIRE
R. Hartley
Leicester: Leicestershire Museums Archaeological
Fieldwork Group, 2008

POOR LAW UNION RECORDS 2, THE MIDLANDS &
NORTHERN ENGLAND
J. Gibson & C. Rogers
Lancashire: Family History Partnership, 3rd edn, 2008,
ISBN 9781906280109

RUTLAND AND HER DIASPORA
Peter Dolby
Bloomington: Author House, 2008, 312pp, ISBN
9781434319579

A RUTLANDER AT HOME AND ABROAD 
Maurice Rippin 
The author, 2009

RUTLAND LANDSCAPES AND LEGENDS
Brian Martin and Alan Oliver
Donaghadee: Cottage Publications, 2008, 96pp, ISBN
9781900935708

SINGLE-HANDED: LETTERS FROM THE FRONT
[WW1]
Kenneth Dalgliesh
Brighton: Book Guild, 2008, 161pp, ISBN 9781846242250

TIGERS ALONG THE TIGRIS: THE LEICESTERSHIRE
REGIMENT IN MESOPOTAMIA DURING THE FIRST
WORLD WAR
E. Thompson
Driffield: Leonard, 2007, 144pp, 9781846773662

CITY OF LEICESTER

THE MILE STRAIGHT: THE FATE OF THE SOAR 
IN THE CENTRE OF LEICESTER
Roger N. Hutchinson
The author (rogerhutchinson@ntlworld.com), 40pp, illus.

The Mile Straight

In the nineteenth and twentieth centuries, Leicester, like 
many other towns, turned its back on its river and canal, 
important though they were to the local economy. This is 
beginning to change with recent developments like Bede 
Island designed to face and complement the waterfront. The 
'Mile Straight' is one of the most interesting stretches of 
waterway in Leicester and this book celebrates its unique 
history and appeal. The book, in A4 format and copiously 
illustrated, looks and reads rather like a series of newspaper 
or magazine articles arranged in apparently random order 
and with a rather quirky and tightly-packed layout. 
However, the amount of information contained in this 
relatively slender volume is very wide-ranging and highly 
readable. Its appeal is much wider than for just the 
waterways enthusiast, and is written in a popular and 
accessible style. The illustrations - photographs, maps, line 
drawings, advertisements, etc - are as informative and 
entertaining as the text. In all, excellent value at £4.95.

John Hinks

Other recent publications

BELGRAVE CEMETERY REMEMBERED 
Friends of Belgrave Cemetery, 2008

BELGRAVE CEMETERY ROLL OF HONOUR:
SOLDIERS OF BELGRAVE REMEMBERED
Brenda Watts
Leicester: Friends of Belgrave Cemetery, 2008, 36pp, ISBN
9780955897207

FROG ISLAND TO BELGRAVE 
Roger Hutchinson 
The author, 2009
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'GOOD OLD LEICESTER': BYGONE PHOTOS OF OLD 
LEICESTER 
P. F. Dews 
Loughborough: 2008, 60pp

LEICESTER : THE STORY OF THE CITY AND ITS
SUBURBS - DVD
Shirley: Heritage Media, 2008

LIFE AND TIMES OF A LEICESTER LAD GROWING 
UP IN THE 1920s 
J. H. Stanley 
Loughborough: Reprint, 2008

TOWNS, VILLAGES AND HOUSES

GRACE DIEU AND GARENDON REVISITED
Marjorie Schulz
Panda Eyes, 2009, 127pp, ISBN 9780955352935

Written in a chatty, easy to read style this is a collection of 
stories about the area centred on Gracedieu and Garendon in 
the north-west of Leicestershire. The book is full of lovely 
images and stories that range from the White Lady at 
Gracedieu to tales of the de Lisle family at Garendon. Many 
of the people who are mentioned have had a huge influence 
on the area; the great Victorian reformer Charles Booth has a 
chapter to himself. The book is one that you can flick 
through and find the articles that interest you. The images 
are clear and even the reproductions of newspaper articles 
are clear and easy to read. The index would have benefited 
from having more detail to help find subjects and people. 
That said, the book is a fascinating read for anyone with an 
interest in the area around Charnwood Forest, the people 
living there and its folklore.

Lois Edwards

LUTTERWORTH OLD AND NEW
Cynthea Palmer-Wilson 
Swift, 2008

This book is in effect a 'snapshot' of Lutterworth life in 
pictures. The author, who was also the photographer, tells in 
the introduction how the book is a personal view of this 
small market town. It is divided into chapters, each dealing 
with a different aspect of life in Lutterworth. The 
photographs of the annual summer carnival, a highlight of 
the book, are full of life and make you want to join in the 
fun. The author has tried to illustrate the many aspects that 
make the town unique and special to her. This in turn makes 
the book very personal. Cynthea Palmer-Wilson has tried to

illustrate how the history of the town is reflected in its 
buildings and monuments. Some of the images have 
explanatory text below them, others not, which can be a little 
confusing. Most of the images are clear and full of life 
although some are a little dark. This book would appeal to 
both those who know Lutterworth now, and to those who 
have had a connection to the town in the past will find that it 
brings back some memories. This publication will be a 
colourful reminder of the town in 2008.

Lois Edwards

RATBY WALKS IN THE NATIONAL FOREST
Doug Harwood
Ratby: Ratby Local History Group, 2008, 130pp, ISBN
0954799429

RATBY WALKS IN THE NATIONAL FOREST

Local 
SludMi

No. 3 tn a Series of Books on the History of Ratby
A Publication by Ratby Local Hislory Group 

in association with the National Forest Company

Six walks are described in this small and well-presented 
book. Each looks at a different area of the village itself and 
the surrounding area. All the walks are described thoroughly 
and details are included of both the flora and the history that 
can be seen as you stroll along your chosen path. The book 
starts with a well-written concise history of the parish, which 
helps to put the village in the context of the countryside 
surrounding it. Each of the walks finishes with a set of notes 
that allow the reader to see where the information was 
found. As the walks guide you around the walker has the 
added interest of learning about the history of the landscape 
that they are passing through. When the walks pass by 
interesting buildings or earthworks that are on private 
property there are clear warnings of where one can and 
cannot go. These warnings are supplemented with 
information, where it is available, about who to contact for 
permission to access these areas. This book will appeal to 
walkers as well as those interested in the history of the area. 
It is small enough to slip into a rucksack or to be easily 
carried as you walk. This is an excellent book for a more 
than reasonable price of £5.

Lois Edwards
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TILTON AND DISTRICT HISTORY GROUP JOURNAL
Issue 4 Autumn 2008
Tilton and District History Group, 2008, 28p

The Tilton group has been very active in disseminating the 
results of their researches by publishing four editions of its 
journal, a commendable record. This edition contains five 
articles. There is a historical account of the village and hall 
at Lowesby written by Laura Wilson, a survey by Chris 
Stoate of livestock trading in the 1930s, including personal 
accounts by two farmers who traded at that time, while 
Edward Davis contributes an article on the pottery in 
Lowesby. Paul Herrington investigates the population of the 
Tilton area between 1086 and 2008, and the final article is 
one by Haywood Bishop and Jim Auterson on Sauvey 
Castle. The journal is well produced and includes four pages 
containing fourteen coloured pictures of examples of 
Lowesby pottery.

Alan Me Whirr

Other recent publications

COSSINGTON: HISTORY, STORIES, PEOPLE, PLACES 
AND PICTURES 
Jack Meadows 
Reprint, 2009

DR ELIAS TRAVERS DD, RECTOR OF THURCASTON
CUM CROPSTON LEICS. 1621 1641
Margaret Greiff
Thurcaston & Cropston Local History Society, Village
History Series No. 1
Falconer Press, 2008

HERITAGE TRAIL OF SOUTH WIGSTON 
Bill Boulter 
The author, 2008

KIBWORTH AND SMEETON'S INNS AND 
INNKEEPERS 1753-1968 
Philip J. Porter 
The author, 2008

KIBWORTH TO SMEETON: A WALK DOWN 
MEMORY LANE - 3 
Philip J. Porter, 2008

MARKET HARBOROUGH LANDSCAPES AND
LEGENDS
Len Holden
Donaghadee: Cottage Publications, 2008, 96pp, ISBN
9781900935692

MARKET HARBOROUGH LOOKING BACK 
Harborough Mail, 2008

THE MASTERS OF WALCOTE, LEICESTERSHIRE
Maureen M. Hilyard
The author, 2008, 152pp, ISBN 9780473134167

STORIES OF PALMERSTON (continuation of The Masters
ofWalcote)
Maureen M. Hilyard
The author, 2008, ISBN 978047312067

MONUMENT, MEMORY AND MYTH: THE USE AND
RE-USE OF THREE BRONZE AGE BARROWS AT
COSSINGTON
J. Thomas
University of Leicester, 2008

PARISH AFFAIRS: THE FINANCIAL DEALINGS OF
THURCASTON PARISH FROM THE DISTANT PAST
TO THE PRESENT
Brenda E Hooper
Thurcaston & Cropston Local History Society, Village
History Series No. 2
Falconer Press, 2009

SOLDIERS OF SHEPSHED REMEMBERED 1914-1919
Russell Fisher
Market Harborough: Troubador, 2008, 29pp, ISBN
9781848760875

QUORN THEN AND NOW 
Mike Speight 
The author, 2008

A VERY FINE THING THE STORY OF WANLIP: A
CLOSED LEICESTERSHIRE MANOR
Michael Smith
Loughborough, 2009, 11 Ipp, ISBN 0951360787

A WALK THROUGH TIME [Market Bosworth]
Glynis Oakley and Joan Tomlinson
Glynis Oakley, 2008, 92pp, ISBN 9780952963936

RELIGION AND PLACES OF WORSHIP

FAITH BUILT ON LOVE: A HISTORY OF SACRED 
HEART PARISH, LEICESTER, 1883-2008
Kate Myers, 2008, 44pp

This well-written and well-produced book commemorates 
125 years of the parish of the Sacred Heart in Mere Road. It 
begins with a glimpse of the early church in Leicester and
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then deals with the school and church in the parish 
describing the building of the 'Tin Tabernacle' (1891-1924) 
and the stone church which was formally opened in 1924. 
As the author says, 'The story of Sacred Heart is more than 
bricks and mortar - it is the history of people, both lay and 
religious ...'

Alan Me Whirr

WHERE LEICESTER HAS WORSHIPPED
Andrew Moore
Laurel House, 2008, 87pp, ISBN 9780953362820

As the book itself notes, this is essentially a work of 
reference which aims to record the location of every 
building established as a place of worship in Leicester, both 
Christian and those of other faiths. Private chapels, such as 
those located in hospitals, prisons or cemeteries are not 
included, but the sheer number of. entries is still quite 
astonishing. In addition to demolished medieval churches, 
the Christian places of worship alone include 58 Anglican, 
61 Methodist, 42 Baptist and 19 Catholic churches or 
chapels. The book also lists many congregations that may be 
less familiar: the New Church of Swedenborgians, for 
instance, with buildings in Mill Hill Lane and New Walk 
between 1911 - c. 1916; the True Jesus Church, founded in 
1984 at the former Parry Street Methodist church; the 
Independent Holiness Movement's Thanksgiving Hall on 
London Road (recently converted to a restaurant) and the 
Bible Hall Fellowship founded in 1920 in a former Railway 
Mission Hall in Mere Road. Other entries show how migrant 
communities in Leicester gradually established their own 
places of worship. There were Jewish synagogues in rented 
premises from the 1860s until the Leicester Hebrew 
Congregation built its existing synagogue in Highfield Street 
in 1898. Other examples include the Polish Catholic Church 
of St Paul in Melbourne Road/Dale Street, rebuilt in 2003 in 
Wakerley Road; the Greek Orthodox Church on Aylestone 
Road, formerly All Souls Anglican church; and the Chinese 
Christian Church on Clarendon Park Road, opened in 1999 
in a former public hall and warehouse. More recent additions 
to this list, often established in former Christian places of 
worship, include 29 Hindu temples, 35 Muslim mosques and 
prayer halls, and 14 Sikh temples.
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Interestingly, Spiritualist churches account for fourteen 
entries, the majority of them founded in the twentieth 
century. A series of maps shows the location of these and 
other entries, and the book is well illustrated with images 
showing not only the grandeur of some of the older places of 
worship, but also the very modest premises converted from 
houses or factories or built by their congregations at their 
own expense. The book is very impressive in its meticulous 
attention to the detail of dates and locations and notes on 
former or subsequent uses, testifying to the immense amount 
of research on which it is clearly based. It is simple to find 
entries under different denominations, or to search street by 
street under the 'shorthand' titles used locally for 
Nonconformist places of worship, such as Carley Street, 
Claremont Street and York Street.

One of its most interesting aspects is the further questions 
that it prompts, and the additional research that is positively 
begging to be done. Why did some denominations flourish 
during particular historical periods? Why build a place of 
worship in one part of Leicester rather than another? Why do 
some disappear while others thrive well into the twenty-first 
century? What prompted the many 'Missions' listed in the 
book, and how successful were they? As a work of 
reference, Where Leicester Has Worshipped is invaluable, 
but it is also a fascinating invitation to explore more of the 
City's social history.

Cynthia Brown

Other recent publications

METHODISM IN SHEPSHED 1757-2007
D Stevenson
Shepshed Christchurch Methodist Church, 2008, 36pp

SUFFERINGS OF EARLY QUAKERS: EAST ANGLIA
AND EAST MIDLANDS, 1649-90
J Besse
York: Sessions Book Trust, 2007, 208pp, ISBN
9781850723745

HEALTH, WELFARE AND EDUCATION

GREAT BOWDEN SCHOOL 1839-2009
Barbara Cudmore
Great Bowden Historical Society, 2009, 33pp

Great Bowden School was founded in 1839, and this history 
covers the whole period from that date to 2009. It originated 
in a talk to the Great Bowden Historical Society by a 
member of the school staff, revealing a wealth of archive
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material including school registers, photographs and 
certificates. The book also draws on the school Log Books, 
Minutes of Managers' meetings (summarized in an unsigned 
exercise book), and oral histories collected from past pupils 
and staff. Anyone unfamiliar with the wider context of 
education during this period will find useful references to 
general trends and national legislation, such as the 
introduction of the system of 'payment by results' and the 
use of older children as 'monitors' to help teach younger 
ones. There is a wealth of detail about Great Bowden School 
itself, covering its management, extensions to the buildings, 
the illnesses that caused so many absences among pupils and 
staff, sports teams, and the annual celebration of Empire 
Day. On one such occasion there were 'special lessons 
including the singing of patriotic songs. The Maypole was 
plaited and £1 17s Od was collected'.

Later sections tell of evacuees during World War II, and the 
bombing that broke some windows in the school, which 
nevertheless 'remained open as usual'. Others recall the 
'Mighty Midgets', the small books with which one teacher 
introduced pupils to some of the 'classics' of English 
literature. There are some very interesting photographs, 
among them one of a miniature railway in August 1959, 
perhaps at the annual school fete. A few of the photographs 
have no captions, and just a few words here would add 
greatly to the reader's understanding. More specific dates for 
some of the documentary sources would also be useful, so 
that readers could follow up interesting references for 
themselves. Overall, however, this is a very readable, 
informative and well-presented history. As its final page 
notes: 'the 21st century classroom at Great Bowden is a very 
different place compared with the classroom of the 19th 
century. The principles of a good education, however, 
remain just the same' 'Inspire - Believe - Learn - 
Achieve'.

Cynthia Brown

THE OLD GRAMMAR SCHOOL OF MARKET 
HARBOROUGH
W Hakewill
Market Harborough: Market Harborough and the Bowdens
Charity, 2008, 24pp, ISBN 9780955891007

The Old Grammar School in Market Harborough was 
founded in 1607 for the education of six poor boys through 
the generosity of Robert Smyth, a native of Harborough who 
held a number of offices in the City of London and was also 
a member of the Worshipful Company of Merchant Tailors. 
This is a very readable account of 400 years of its history 
since its foundation, drawing on parish registers, plans and 
photographs, along with publications on the history of 
Market Harborough. The main focus is on the schoolhouse
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itself, built in 1614 'to stand upon posts or columns to keep 
the market people dry in time of foul weather'. Its 
administration, upkeep and repair, including the period 
between its "ruinous state' in the early nineteenth century 
and its rebuilding and extension in 1868, are covered in 
detail, along with its replacement in 1891 by a new school 
on the Coventry Road. This was replaced in turn by a new 
building on Burnmill Road in 1908, while the Old Grammar 
School building itself was used for a variety of purposes, 
including a headquarters and store for the Yeomanry, and 
meetings of local groups and committees. In 2005 the 
Trustees of the Old Grammar School handed control to the 
Market Harborough and the Bowden's Charity, on whose 
behalf the author has written this history. It includes 
biographies of the School's Masters, with insights into the 
curriculum during their periods of office. There are some 
glimpses of its pupils as well. According an account of a 
protest in the diary of Thomas Isham of Lamport, in 
November 1672 they shut out the Master, Mr Berry, and 
over a period of four days also threw around 400 lighted 
gunpowder and paper squibs out of the school's windows. 
Eminent old boys included Rev. John Moore, Bishop of Ely, 
and Sir William Henry Bragg OM, who shared the Nobel 
Prize in Physics with his son William Lawrence Bragg in 
1915.

Cynthia Brown

STILL LEARNING: 100 YEARS OF THE WORKERS' 
EDUCATIONAL ASSOCIATION IN LEICESTER
Cynthia Brown (ed.)
WEA Leicester Branch, 2008, 60pp

The Leicester branch of the Workers' Educational 
Association was formed in 1908 and, to mark the 100th 
anniversary, a group of WEA students attending a 'Hands on 
History' course tutored by Cynthia Brown, decided to 
compile a history of the branch. The twelve chapters 
chronicle the ups and downs of the WEA in Leicester and 
explore its close links with the University of Leicester's 
Vaughan College. The booklet is illustrated and there is an 
index. Copies, priced at £3, can be obtained from the WEA 
office at Vaughan College.

Alan Me Whirr

Other recent publications

TYPHOID IN UPPINGHAM
Nigel Richardson
London: Pickering & Chatto, 2008, 268pp, ISBN
9781851969913



INDUSTRY, TRADE AND TRANSPORT

BELLFOUNDING
Trevor S. Jennings 
Shire, 2008

This is one of the 'Shire Classics' series and is a well written 
and informative book by a man who clearly knows his 
subject. In a relatively small size with thirty-two pages, the 
closely set type is relieved by many illustrations. The author 
begins with a history of bell-founding before going on to 
provide detailed descriptions of the various processes that 
make up the production of a bell, from casting to tuning and 
fittings. This will be of particular interest to local people 
since Taylor's bell-foundry has been firmly established in 
Loughborough for many years. Anyone with an interest in 
bells will find this book fascinating and for those with 
ancestors who worked in bell-foundries, it provides an 
insight into the working life of those ancestors. There are a 
lot of technical terms in this book, especially in the 
descriptions of the casting and tuning processes, but they are 
clearly explained and well illustrated, so that it is 
understandable to all readers. At the back of the book there 
is a list of further reading and also a list of places to visit. Of 
particular interest locally are the Carillon and the 
Bellfoundry Museum, both at Loughborough. The author 
has managed to make a very technical subject interesting. It 
is a detailed book but not too long to lose the reader without 
technical knowledge. Whether you are an enthusiastic bell- 
ringer or simply enjoy the sound of church bells you will 
find this interesting.

Pat Grundy

HISTORIC CHEESES: LEICESTERSHIRE, STILTON 
& STICHELTON
Trevor Hickman
Derby: Breedon Books, 2009, 160pp, illus, ISBN
9781859837368

Leicestershire is home to two great English cheeses: Red 
Leicester and Stilton. This is not a book simply about 
cheese: it is about a specialized agricultural product and how 
its production and marketing responded to the changing 
rhythms of the state, war, economy, and society. The coming 
of the Romans, Vikings, railways, and Milk Marketing 
Board all had an impact on these famous cheeses. Starting 
with the origins of Leicestershire cheese-making in Roman 
times, the opening chapters explore the relationship between 
cheese, its production and the county. Europeans used 
animal rennet long before England; in Leicestershire the 
prevalence of the herb 'lady's bedstraw', which is a 
coagulant and a dye, led it to be used in cheese making:
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hence the distinctive orange colour. Supply chains, markets 
and fairs explain the climate leading to the eighteenth 
century cheese wars. Red Leicester benefited from a 
growing need to find reliable ways of feeding the growing 
population of Victorian cities. London markets for these 
regional cheeses were first accessed through powerful 
factors and coach transport. This gave way to more direct 
access by rail in the mid-nineteenth century. A 
contemporary revival has sought to produce a more 
authentic Leicestershire cheese, according to traditional 
Stilton methods, under the appellation 'Stichelton'.

This is a highly readable and entertaining history of these 
historic cheeses. The addition of footnotes, a bibliography or 
possibly a guide to further reading would make this history 
of even greater use to historians. It touches on a range of 
social issues beyond what one might nibble while drinking 
port. Plentiful illustrations and clear explanations leave the 
reader understanding how these cheeses have been made. 
Eating Red Leicester, Stilton or Stichelton will never be the 
same again!

Malcolm Noble

THE STORY OF THE HARBOROUGH BANK 
1791-1843
Ken Day
Market Harborough: The author, 2008, 33pp

The Market Harborough bank of Inkersole, Goddard & 
Goddard was founded in 1791 as Bosworth & Inkersole. 
George Bosworth, one of the original partners, left the bank 
in 1794, and it was not until 1807 that Thomas Inkersole 
took the ironmongers James and Holland Goddard into 
partnership. Banking could be a particularly precarious 
business in the early nineteenth century, and a loss of public 
confidence often proved fatal. Nearly sixty banking 
companies became insolvent during a national 'panic' in 
1825 - twenty-six related to speculation in South American 
mining schemes. Inkersole, Goddard & Goddard 
experienced a "severe run' on its own funds in December 
1825, but restored confidence by appearing at Kettering Fair
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'for the express purpose of meeting any demand which 
might be made upon them, and promptly cashing all such of 
their notes as were presented'.

In April 1843, however, it pronounced itself unable to meet 
'the present pressure' of withdrawals, apparently sparked by 
news that a bank in Leicester had suspended payments, and 
was compelled to do the same. At that point it had a deficit 
of around £64,000, much of it attributable to a largely 
unsecured loan of £89,000 to the local carpet manufacturer, 
John Clarke and Sons, which itself went bankrupt in June of 
that year. The book draws mainly on reports in the Leicester 
Journal to chart the progress of the bank from its foundation 
through to its bankruptcy. It also uses a range of other 
national and local sources to explore the wider context of 
banking at this time, and to suggest (in the absence of direct 
documentary evidence) how Inkersole, Goddard & Goddard 
may have operated in the context of trade and industry in 
Harborough itself. It is an interesting and - in the context of 
the financial upheavals of 2009 - a timely account of a 
subject hitherto little explored.

Cynthia Brown

Other recent publications

AIRCRAFT CRASHES IN THE EAST MIDLANDS 1914
2007
T. N. Hancock
Lincoln: The author, 2008

THE DEACON FAMILY OF LEICESTERSHIRE
CLOCKMAKERS
P. A. Hewitt and W. J. Thornton
East Sussex: Antiquarian Horological Society, 2nd rev. edn,
2008, 79pp, ISBN 9780901180476

GRANTHAM CANAL GUIDE 
Pitman, 2008

GREAT CENTRAL RAILWAY: MAINLINE HERITAGE 
STEAM AND DIESEL IN ACTION (DVD) 
Railway Channel, 2008

LIFE AND SOLE [footwear industry, Barwell and Earl
Shilton] (5 CDs)
Barwell: Barwell Bits & Shilton Snips Heritage Group, 2008

SWANNINGTON: ONE TIME RAILWAY CENTRE 
C. E. Lee, 2007

ENTERTAINMENT, MUSIC AND SPORT

A HUNDRED YEARS OF LEICESTER CINEMA
Brian Johnson
Stroud: Tempus, 2008, 128pp, ISBN 9780752444987

POCKET SIZE HISTORY OF DEFUNCT SPEEDWAY 
TRACKS: LEICESTER BLACKBIRD ROAD 
Lytham St Annes: Speed-A way Promotions, 2008

AUTHORS AND PUBLISHERS
is your book not reviewed

here?
To be sure of having your book reviewed, 

please send a review copy to:

Dr John Hinks
Reviews Editor: Leicestershire Historian

Centre for Urban History
University of Leicester

Leicester LE1 7RH 
Email: jh241@le.ac.uk

Please note that review copies are treated 
as donations to the Society's library.
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Publications for sale

Leicester Abbey
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Leicester Abbey: medieval history, archaeology and manuscript studies
Ed by Joanna Story, Jill Bourne and Richard Buckley

Leicester Abbey was founded in 1138 and became one of the most important 
Augustinian monasteries in medieval England. But it is one of the least known 
of the Midland monasteries because of the almost total destruction of its 
buildings and archives after its Dissolution in 1538. This is the first volume on 
Leicester Abbey for more than 50 years, produced to celebrate the 150th 
anniversary of the Leicestershire Archaeological and Historical Society.

The book presents eleven papers by leading scholars and local historians on the 
social, political and landscape history of the abbey as well as its archaeology, 
manuscripts, charters, urban rentals and library. Newly discovered charters are 
published here for the first time, as well as accounts of recent excavations in the 
abbey and gatehouse that formed the core of the post-Dissolution mansion 
known as Cavendish House.

2006 Hardback with dust jacket 314 pages Illustrations: many, some colour 
ISBN 0954238818 Price: £25 (plus £5 post and packing in the UK)

Transactions of the Leicestershire 
Archaeological and Historical Society 
Cumulative Index to Transactions 
Volumes 21-74 (1940-2000)
Compiled by Auriol Griffith-Jones

This volume also includes a reprint of the 
index produced in 1951 for volumes 1-20.

2005 Hardback 388 pages ISSN 0140
3990
Price: Members £10, Non-members £22
(plus £5 post and packing in the UK)

Incised Slabs of Leicestershire and Rutland (prefaced by a Brief Manual 
of Incised Slabs)
F. A. Greenhill

Incised slabs is the name given to flat memorials, exactly like brasses save 
that the design is engraved in the stone instead of on brass plates inlaid in it. 
The main text comprises a full description of the slabs in Leicestershire and 
Rutland, including a considerable amount of genealogical and heraldic 
information about the persons commemorated.

1958 Hardback 256 pages 42 plates
Price: Members £10, Non-members £15 (plus postage and packing in the UK)

The Leicestershire Archaeological and Historical Society 
1855-2005
Robert A. Rutland

Produced to mark the 150th 
anniversary of the Society, 
this volume chronicles the 
Society since its foundation. It 
also tells a great deal about 
the movements in the 
intellectual and social history 
of Leicestershire.

2006 Paperback 227 pages 
77 Illustrations ISBN 
0954238826, 
9780954238827 
Price: Members £12, Non- 
members £18 (plus £3 post 
and packing in the UK)

Bringing them to their knees: church-building and 
restoration in Leicestershire and Rutland 1800-1914
Geoffrey K. Brandwood

Contains an extensive 
gazetteer of all 
churches in the region 
which had work carried 
out to them in the 
period 1800-1914.

2002 Paperback 154 
pages 53 illustrations 
ISBN 095423880X 
Price: Members £12, 
Non-members £15 
(plus £3 post and 
packing in the UK)

Back numbers of the Leicestershire Historian and Transactions are
available.

Enquiries, Honorary Librarian, LAHS, The Guildhall, Guildhall Lane,
Leicester, LEI 5FQ
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